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A U.S. military vehicle 
arrives near Dahuk, 
Iraq, as part of a 
convoy Monday. A 
statement by the 
Iraqi military said that 
American troops that 
withdrew from Syria do 
not have permission to 
stay in the country. 


By Qassim Abdul-Zahra 
AND ZeINA KaRAM 
Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — U.S. troops leaving 
Syria and heading to neighboring Iraq 
do not have permission to stay in the 
country, Iraq’s military said Tuesday as 
American forces continued to pull out of 
northern Syria after Turkey’s invasion of 
the border region. 


The statement appears to contradict 
U.S. Defense Secretary Mark Esper, 
who has said that under the current plan, 
all US. troops leaving Syria will go to 
western Iraq and the military would 
continue to conduct operations against 
Islamic State to prevent its resurgence in 
the region. 

On Tuesday, Esper said he plans to talk 
to Iraqi leaders to work out details about 
the US. plan to send American troops 


withdrawing from Syria to Iraq, adding 
that the US. has no plans to have those 
troops stay in Iraq “interminably.” 

Speaking to reporters at Prince Sultan 
Air Base in Saudi Arabia, Esper said he’ll 
have a discussion with the Iraqi defense 
minister on Wednesday. He said the aim 
is to pull U.S. soldiers out and “eventually 
get them home.” 

SEE IRAQ ON PAGE 6 


Commander: US has begun cutting troop strength in Afghanistan 


By Susannah George 
The Washington Post 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The United 
States has reduced its troop strength in 
Afghanistan over the past year, the com¬ 
mander of American and NATO forces in 
Afghanistan announced Monday, despite 
the abrupt end last month of peace talks 
with the Taliban that centered on a draw¬ 
down of American troops. 


“Unbeknownst to the public as part of 
our optimization ... we reduced our autho¬ 
rized strength by 2,000 here,” Gen. Scott 
Miller said at a news conference in Kabul 
alongside Defense Secretary Mark Esper, 
who is visiting Afghanistan for the first 
time since he took office. 

There are around 13,000 US. troops in 
Afghanistan, according to a US. military 
spokesman in Kabul, Army Col. Sonny 
Leggett. When Miller took command in 


Afghanistan last year, troop levels were at 
15,000. 

Much of the reduction came from US. 
command headquarters in Kabul, Leggett 
said. 

President Donald Trump has repeat¬ 
edly pledged to bring US. troops home 
from “endless wars” abroad. In a draft of 
a peace deal reached between US. and 
Taliban negotiators, the Trump adminis¬ 
tration said it was prepared to reduce the 


number of American troops to 8,600. 

Leggett said the reduction was “an ag¬ 
gregate drop since Gen. Miller took com¬ 
mand” and not part of the drawdown to 
8,600 American troops. 

Afghan national security adviser 
Hamdullah Mohib said the smaller number 
of U.S. forces will not have a negative im¬ 
pact on the Afghan military’s capabilities. 
SEE AFGHANISTAN ON PAGE 7 
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S. Korea scrambles jets in Russia encounter 


By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — South 
Korea scrambled fighter jets 
after six Russian military planes 
entered its air defense zone, of¬ 
ficials said. 

The encounter occurred some 
three months after South Korea 
fired flares and warning shots at 
Russian bombers it said violated 
its airspace. Moscow said it had 


performed its first long-range 
joint regional air patrol with 
China. 

On Tuesday morning, an A- 
50 early warning aircraft, three 
SU-27 fighter jets and two TU-95 
bombers from Russia entered 
the Korean Air Defense Identi¬ 
fication Zone several times, ac¬ 
cording to South Korea’s Joint 
Chiefs of Staff 

The warplanes flew over wa¬ 


ters surrounding the Korean 
Peninsula but did not violate 
South Korea’s territorial air¬ 
space, it said, adding it was the 
20th such incident this year. 

“Our military urgently dis¬ 
patched fighter jets to track and 
monitor the aircraft and broad¬ 
cast warning messages,” the JCS 
said in a text message. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 
the planes conducted “planned 


flights over the neutral waters” 
in the area, according to the Rus¬ 
sian news agency Tass. 

The bombers “were shadowed” 
at some stages of the flight route 
by South Korean and Japanese 
fighter jets, it said. 

“Long-range aviation pilots 
regularly perform flights in strict 
compliance with the Internation¬ 
al Rules of Using the Airspace, 
without violating the borders of 
other states,” according to Rus¬ 


sia’s Defense Ministry. 

Countries often demand that 
foreign aircraft identify them¬ 
selves in air defense identifica¬ 
tion zones, but the areas aren’t 
bound by international law. 

The two countries are due to 
hold talks this week on plans to 
open a hotline between their air 
forces in a bid to reduce the num¬ 
ber of such encounters. 


gamel.kim(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 


Spangdahlem remembers young airmen killed in car crash 



Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 


The Club Eifel ballroom at Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany, was set 
up in tribute to Airman 1st Class Jacob Blackburn, photograph on 
left, and Airman 1st Class Bradley Reese Haile on Tuesday. 


By Jennifer H. Svan 
Stars and Stripes 

SPANGDAHLEM AIR BASE, 
Germany — The 52nd Civil En¬ 
gineer Squadron paid tribute in 
an emotional ceremony Tuesday 
to two young airmen who were 
killed in a car crash last month. 

Airmen 1st Class Jacob Black- 
bum, 20, and Bradley Reese 
Haile, 19, died on the scene Sept. 
30 when the car they were in left 
the road near the base’s passen¬ 
ger terminal and hit a stationary 
object. 

Both were members of the 
squadron’s “Dirt Boyz,” a nick¬ 
name given to airmen working in 
heavy equipment and pavement 
shops. 

“I miss these boys more than I 
had ever imagined,” Airman 1st 
Class Chance Sturgeon said at 
the memorial service. “They had 
a lot in common, from work ethic 
to caring about others and want¬ 
ing to know the job. 

“They were taken too early. 


And they are both Dirt Boyz. We 
all know, once you’re a Dirt Boy, 
you’re always a Dirt Boy.” 

The sudden death of the young 
men has been difficult on the 
squadron and the close-knit Dirt 
Boyz, a group of about 40 service 
members and 25 civilians, air¬ 
men said Tuesday. 

“It definitely rocked not only 
the shop but the entire squadron,” 
Tech. Sgt. Robert Davis, a super¬ 
visor in the heavy equipment and 
pavement shop, said after the ser¬ 
vice. “It showcased the fragility 
of life.” 

The hardest part has been 
dealing with “that emptiness,” 
said Senior Airman Walter Boze, 
while “doing certain stuff (at 
work) that you would normally 
see them do.” 

“It’s not the same. It will never 
be the same,” Boze said after the 
service. 

The cause of the crash is still 
under investigation. Air Force 
officials said Tuesday. A third 
service member. Airman Basic 


Justin Carpenter, survived the 
wreck. 

Blackburn was remembered 
for always being willing to pitch 
in on the job, whether filling in for 
sweeper duty or as a construction 
escort, said Lt. Col. Greg Mayer, 
the 52nd Civil Engineer Squad¬ 
ron commander. 

He loved video games, travel¬ 
ing and the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
But his true passion was his car, 
Davis said. “Everything was 
about that car,” he said. 

Haile was “eager to learn from 
the start,” Mayer said at the 
service. 

Haile had been at Spangda¬ 
hlem since June, his first Air 
Force assignment and first time 
away from home other than basic 
training. 

“Everyone knew he loved 
music, he loved his guitar, mess¬ 
ing with his truck back home,” 
Davis said. 

Joining the Air Force was a 
last-minute decision, said his 
parents, Stephanie Brown and 


Bradley Haile, who traveled to 
Spangdahlem with other family 
members for the ceremony. 

All set to attend college about 
45 minutes away from home in 
Hamilton, Texas, he instead de¬ 
cided to serve his country and 
avoid going into debt to pay for 
school, they said. 

In his short time in the service. 


“we had watched him mature so 
much,” Brown said. 

“I can’t imagine him doing any¬ 
thing else. He loved what he did 
in the short time that he did it. 

“He was special — the dimples, 
the laugh, the smile.” 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Army to deploy Israeli-made tank system 



Rafael Advanced Defense Systems 


This Abrams tank is equipped with the Israeli-made Trophy Active Protection System. U.S. Army Europe said Tuesday that Army units will 
conduct equipment training on the Trophy system in next year’s Defender Europe exercises. 


By Slobodan Lekic 
Stars and Stripes 

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa¬ 
ny — The Army has received an 
Israeli-made system that protects 
tanks from anti-armor missiles 
and will test it next year for the 
first time during the “Defender 
Europe” exercises. 

Army units participating in the 
exercises will “field and conduct 
equipment training of the Trophy 
systems,” U.S. Army Europe said 
in a statement Tuesday. 

The military ordered the Tro¬ 
phy Active Protection System, or 
APS, last year from Haifa-based 
Rafael Advanced Defense Sys¬ 
tems. It took first delivery of the 
system earlier this month. 

The Trophy was developed to 
counter “increasingly sophisticat¬ 
ed anti-tank weapons as well as a 
new generation of anti-tank guid¬ 
ed missiles that can defeat any 
main battle tank frontal armor,” 
Rafael says on its website. 

Modern anti-tank weapons 
such as the Russian Kornet man- 
portable missile can disable even 
the most heavily protected ar¬ 
mored vehicle. But systems such 
as Rafael’s Trophy use multiple 
radars to detect and intercept 
incoming rockets in flight, just 
before they reach the targeted 
vehicle. They can also locate the 
origin of the hostile fire, allowing 
for an immediate response. 

Trophy protects armored ve¬ 
hicles using “soft kill” measures 
— electronic countermeasures 
or smoke grenades that confuse 
an incoming missile’s guidance 
system — and “hard kill” devic¬ 
es, which destroy the incoming 
threat with counterfire. Due to 
their low weight and high capa¬ 
bility, active protection systems 
are considered a cost-effective 
alternative to adding more armor 
to a vehicle. 

Rafael says that Trophy, first 


deployed on Israeli Merkava 
tanks in 2011, is the only combat- 
proven APS currently in service. 
Since 2011, “Trophy has made 
numerous combat interceptions 
with no injuries to crews, dis¬ 
mounted troops or damage to 
platforms,” the company said in a 
statement earlier this month. 

Companies in several other 


countries, including the U.S., Ger¬ 
many, Britain, China, Ukraine 
and South Korea, are currently 
developing the APS. 

Over the past five years, the 
U.S. military has been building 
up troop numbers and equipment 
in Europe as a counterweight 
to a more aggressive Russia. A 
key part of the effort has been 


rotating tank brigades from the 
U.S. to Europe to bolster NATO 
defenses. 

The rotational force was need¬ 
ed because the Army no longer 
has an armored brigade perma¬ 
nently based in Europe, a result 
of the post-Cold War drawdown. 

Defender Europe, the vast ex¬ 
ercise in which Trophy will be 


rolled out in Europe, will involve 
roughly 40,000 troops in all. The 
U.S. contribution will include 
three tank brigades. Equipment 
will begin arriving in February, 
and exercises will be held in April 
and May across 10 countries. 

Stars and Stripes reporter John 
Vandiver contributed to this report. 
lekic.slobodan@stripes.com 
vandiver.iohn@stripes.com 


Panel: Spouses’ hurdles ‘an issue of national security’ 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Matters that 
affect military spouses, such as 
unemployment, need to be part of 
national security discussions be¬ 
cause of how they can undermine 
the nation’s volunteer military 
force, a panel of experts conclud¬ 
ed Monday during a discussion at 
a Washington think tank. 

“If we don’t get this right, the 
cracks in the all-volunteer force 
model are going to become big 
chasms. And I think things fall 
apart,” Michael Haynie, execu¬ 
tive director at the Institute for 
Veterans and Military Families 
at Syracuse University, said to 
an audience at the Brookings 
Institution. 

Unemployment is an ongoing 
problem for military spouses due 
to the elements that make up mil¬ 
itary life, such as frequent moves 
and living far from family and ca¬ 


reer networks. Those factors can 
have a negative impact on career 
opportunities for spouses. 

In 2017, the most recent year 
for data, the unemployment rate 
for civilian military spouses was 
24%, according to a Defense De¬ 
partment active-duty spouse 
survey released in February. 
The current unemployment rate 
for the United States is 3.5%, ac¬ 
cording to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

For a military move, many 
spouses are forced to quit their 
job and face long periods of un¬ 
employment after relocating, 
according to a 2017 report, “Mili¬ 
tary Spouses in the Workplace,” 
by the Hiring Our Heroes mili¬ 
tary spouse program of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. The 
report also found spouses with 
college degrees “face the highest 
rates of unemployment and the 
most difficulty finding meaning¬ 


ful work.” 

“Spouses say the greatest chal¬ 
lenge in seeking employment as a 
military spouse is companies not 
wanting to hire someone who may 
be moved,” the report states. 

Whether military families can 
make it on one income is a con¬ 
cern as the cost for things such 
as education and housing have 
outpaced inflation, according to 
Holly Petraeus, the former assis¬ 
tant director for service member 
affairs at the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau and an Army 
spouse for more than 37 years 
to now-retired Army Gen. David 
Petraeus. 

“I cringe when I see people pil¬ 
ing up debt that is going to impact 
their entire lives,” she said. 

Though the military often in¬ 
vests money and education into 
service members, some of them 
still end up leaving because of the 
lack of job opportunities for their 


spouses, said Elizabeth O’Brien, 
the senior director of the Hir¬ 
ing Our Heroes military spouse 
program. 

“It absolutely, by our defini¬ 
tion, becomes an issue of national 
security if after the Army has 
invested almost over a million 
dollars in my spouse, that we de¬ 
cide to walk. And now he’s gone,” 
she said as an example. 

“Eighty-one percent of mihtary 
spouses and their service mem¬ 
bers have discussed the possibil¬ 
ity of leaving the service, with the 
availability of career opportunities 
for both spouses cited as one of the 
top deciding factors,” according to 
the Hiring Our Heroes report. 

The impact of the issues con¬ 
cerning military families also 
trickles down to their children. 
During the past decade, Haynie 
said, data has shown that mili¬ 
tary families are increasingly 
less likely to recommend military 


service to their children than they 
were five years ago. 

According to the Blue Star 
Families 2017 Military Family 
Lifestyle Survey, done in partner¬ 
ship with the Institute for Veter¬ 
ans and Military Families, 60% of 
military families that year were 
unwilling to recommend service 
to their children. 

“That should tell us something 
and it should scare us,” Haynie 
said. 

Many military recruits come 
from military families. At the 
2018 Association of the United 
States Army annual meeting. 
Dee Geise, the chief of the Ar¬ 
my’s Soldier and Family Readi¬ 
ness Division, said 61% of soldiers 
come from families where a par¬ 
ent, grandparent or sibling has 
served, according to an Army 
news release. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 

Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 
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Stars of 'Midway' attend Hawaii premiere 


By Wyatt Olson 

Star and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — Stars of 
the World War II epic “Midway” walked 
the red carpet Sunday at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam’s Sharkey Theater, 
where the film premiered before its gen¬ 
eral release Nov. 8. 

Among the actors attending were 
Woody Harrelson, who portrays Adm. 
Chester Nimitz, commander of the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet in 1942; Ed Skrein, who 
plays dive-bomber squadron command¬ 
er Lt. Richard Best; Dennis Quaid, who 
takes on the role of Vice Adm. William 
“Bull” Halsey; and Patrick Wilson, who 
depicts Lt. Cmdr. Edwin Layton, an intel¬ 
ligence officer who brought a near fanati¬ 
cal devotion to the value of code-breaking 
during World War II. 

The Battle of Midway was a decisive 
clash between the American and Impe¬ 
rial Japanese navies in early June 1942. 
The Japanese lost four aircraft carriers 
in the battle, an injury from which they 
were unable to recover. 

The wreckage of one of those vessels, 
the Akagi, was discovered Sunday rest¬ 
ing in nearly 18,000 feet of water more 
than 1,300 miles northwest of Pearl Har¬ 
bor. A second Japanese carrier, the Kaga, 
was confirmed found the previous week. 

The new movie begins in the 1930s, 
well before America declared war on 
Germany and Japan after the latter at¬ 
tacked Hawaii’s Battleship Row and other 
military installations on Dec. 7,1941. 

In preparation for filming in Hawaii, 
director Roland Emmerich toured his¬ 
toric sites on Joint Base Pearl Harbor- 
Hickam in 2016, the Navy said. That 
included the legendary Building I, which 
housed the code-breakers in the early 
part of World War II who were instru¬ 
mental in gleaning enough information 
on Japanese planning for Adm. Nimitz to 
dispatch American carriers to Midway 
and set a trap. 

Personnel at the Naval History and Her¬ 
itage Command reviewed the script for ac¬ 
curacy at several points, the Navy said. 

“I’m glad they did a movie about real 
heroes and not comic book heroes,” Sam 
Cox, the director of Naval History and 
Heritage Command who was involved in 
the reviews, said in the Navy statement. 
“Despite some of the ‘Hollywood’ aspects, 
this is still the most realistic movie about 
naval combat ever made and does real 
credit to the courage and sacrifice of those 
who fought in the battle, on both sides.” 

olson.wyatt(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 



Joint Base Peari Harbor-Hickam photos 


Cast members of the movie “Midway” pose with the crew of the destroyer USS Halsey at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii, 
on Sunday. 



Part falls from special ops aircraft, lands at US air base on Okinawa 


By Matthew M. Burke 

AND HaNA KuSUMOTO 
Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa — 
An 8-pound aircraft part that fell 
off a special operations MC-130 
has been found on a U.S. military 
installation. Air Force officials 
said Tuesday. 

The part, described as a torque 
tube from the landing gear, was 
missing during an aircraft in¬ 
spection Friday morning at Kade- 
na Air Base, Okinawa, Japan’s 
Mainichi newspaper reported. 
Mainichi cited officials from the 
Okinawa Defense Bureau, which 


represents Japan’s Defense Min¬ 
istry on the island. 

The part was later found on a 
U.S. airfield, believed to be Kade- 
na, the paper said. 

It remains unclear when the 
part was located. No injuries were 
reported. 

A torque tube is part of the 
aircraft’s main landing gear, the 
newspaper reported. It is be¬ 
lieved the 35-inch-long by 3-inch¬ 
wide part fell off during takeoff 
or landing. 

Kadena’s 18th Wing confirmed 
the incident Tuesday but referred 
questions to the 353rd Special 
Operations Group, which did not 


immediately respond to emails 
seeking information or comment. 

“On Friday, Oct 18th, the 353rd 
Special Operations Group notified 
US Forces Japan that an object 
dropped off an MC-130 most like¬ 
ly over a US-controlled airfield or 
water,” said the wing statement 
Tuesday. “As of [Monday] after¬ 
noon, the 353rd SOG reports the 
part has been recovered from a 
US-controlled airfield.” 

After the part was discovered 
missing, the 353rd Special Oper¬ 
ations Group notified U.S. Forces 
Japan, which in turn notified the 
U.S. Embassy, which informed the 
Japanese government, Mainichi 


reported. 

Okinawa prefectural officials 
found out about the incident from 
the Japanese government Friday 
night and informed the media 
Monday afternoon. 

Spokespeople from the Oki¬ 
nawa prefectural offices and de¬ 
fense bureau were not available 
to comment Tuesday because of a 
Japanese holiday. 

Several incidents in recent 
years of parts falling from U.S. 
aircraft on or around Japan’s 
southern island prefecture have 
drawn condemnation from resi¬ 
dents and local officials. 

On Aug. 27, a Marine Corps 


CH-53E Super Stallion helicop¬ 
ter lost a cabin window over open 
water off the Okinawa coast, US. 
military officials reported at the 
time. No injuries or property 
damage was reported. 

In December 2017, a 3-foot-by- 
3-foot window fell from a Super 
Stallion based at Marine Corps 
Air Station Futenma and landed 
on an elementary school sports 
field near the base fence line. 
More than 50 schoolchildren 
were playing nearby at the time. 

burke.matt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @MatthewMBurkel 
kusumoto.hana@stripes.com 
Twitter: @HanaKusumoto 
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Matthew West/U.S. Coast Guard 


Coast Guard commandant Adm. Karl Schultz speaks in August at a commissioning of two new cutters in 
Hawaii. Schultz on Monday said the service will homeport three fast-response cutters in Guam within the 
next two years. 

Commandant: Coast Guard to 
homeport 3 new cutters in Guam 


Bradley fell from 
bridge, landed in 
water upside down 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — The Coast Guard is 
“doubling down on Oceania” with 
plans to homeport three of its 
newest fast-response cutters in 
Guam within the next two years, 
commandant Adm. Karl Schultz 
said in a press call Monday. 

Speaking from the Philippines 
during a tour of the Indo-Pacific 
region, Schultz said the move 
will “allow more frequent and 
longer patrols” in an area where 
the Coast Guard has increased 
its presence this year. The first of 
the vessels could arrive as soon 
as mid-2021. 

The Coast Guard kept a cutter 
deployed in the western Pacific 
since January and in March sent 
one, the Bertholf, through the 
Taiwan Strait for the first time. 

That activity follows the em¬ 
phasis the United States set in its 
2018 National Defense Strategy 
on countering strategic competi¬ 
tors such as China and Russia. 
Since 2010, China has been mili¬ 
tarizing islands in the South and 
East China seas, a contested area 
rich in natural resources and 
fishing grounds. 

“In the face of coercive and an¬ 
tagonistic behavior from China, 
the US. Coast Guard offers trans¬ 
parent engagement and partner¬ 
ship at both the professional and 
personal levels,” Schultz said. 
“My goal for the United States 
Coast Guard is to be a transpar¬ 
ent and preferred partner in the 
region.” 

In July, Schultz told reporters 
he’d seen “clear indicators” of 
Chinese influence in the North¬ 
ern Marianas and Federated 
States of Micronesia near Guam. 
On Monday, he accused Beijing of 
advancing and expanding “their 
own interests in the region ver¬ 
sus the broader Indo-Pacific, 


Asian partner nations’ regional 
interests.” 

Basing three cutters in Guam 
will offer “much longer legs and 
capabilities than we have today 
and yesteryears,” he said. 

“We’re on a trajectory where 
the geostrategic importance of 
the Oceania region has not been 
higher here in decades,” Schultz 
said. “And it’s a place that the 
Coast Guard’s looking to be part 
of the whole-of-government solu¬ 
tion set.” 

Though the service falls under 
the Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity, the US. has been deploy¬ 
ing Coast Guard vessels under 
the aegis of the Navy’s 7th Fleet, 
based in Japan. 

“I think the Coast Guard oper¬ 
ates below that level of lethality 
of the Department of Defense on 
the high end side of things and 
above that level of diplomacy at 
State Department,” Schultz said. 
“We’re in that sort of sweet spot 
in the middle.” 

The Coast Guard employs 
“human-to-human interaction,” 
its “special sauce” and an “alter¬ 
native to checkbook diplomacy,” 
he said. 

For example, the Coast Guard 
is helping Vietnam develop a plan 
to man a 278-foot-long high-en- 
durance cutter the US. gave its 
former adversary as part of the 
Excess Defense Article program. 
The US. also plans to sell Viet¬ 
nam 24 smaller patrol-type boats 
made by the Metal Shark Boats 
company, Schultz said. 

The move comes as Chinese 
vessels started surveying oil 
and gas reserves near Vietnam’s 
coast in June, according to the 
Asia Maritime Transparency 
Initiative. 

The defense program allows 
the US. to offer excess defense 
materiel such as ships and weap¬ 
ons to partner nations through a 
grant or for a reduced price. 


Schultz said he visited the cut¬ 
ter Stratton, which relieved the 
Bertholf in June, on Saturday on 
Palawan, the Philippine island 
closest to the contested Spratly Is¬ 
lands claimed by China, Taiwan, 
Vietnam, the Philippines and 
Malaysia. The Stratton was par¬ 
ticipating in Maritime Training 
Activity Sama Sama with the US. 
and Philippine navies and Japan 
Maritime Self-Defense Force. 

Schultz said the Coast Guard 
has several other projects under¬ 
way with the Philippines, such 
as bringing 75 of its coast guard 
members to train in the US. this 
year. The US. service is also con¬ 
sidering sharing technology with 
its Philippine counterpart to help 
thwart illegal, unreported and 
unregulated fishing in its waters, 
he said. 

“A common pattern for [ille¬ 
gal, unreported and unregulated] 
violators sometimes is operating 
without their vessel monitoring 
system or their Automatic Iden¬ 
tification System, AIS, depicting 
their position,” Schultz said. “And 
some of that has a technological 
component as well.” 

Schultz said he will visit Japan 
next week to meet with the head 
of its coast guard and continue 
“working with strong partners in 
the region.” 

d bo r n b'osTc'ai t fih@st ripes.com 

Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


Soldiers were training in dark¬ 
ness when their armored vehicle 
fell from a bridge and landed up¬ 
side down in water below, killing 
three of those inside and injur¬ 
ing three others, the command¬ 
ing general of Fort Stewart said 
Monday. 

M^. Gen. Tony Aguto, com¬ 
mander of the Georgia base and 
the 3rd Infantry Division, choked 
back tears Monday during a news 
conference as he read the names 
of the three victims: Sgt. 1st Class 
Bryan Andrew Jenkins, 41; Cpl. 
Thomas Cole Walker, 22; and 
Pfc. Antonio Gilbert Garcia, 21. 
Three other soldiers, who were 
not named, were injured in the 
Bradley Fighting Vehicle ac¬ 
cident that occurred about 3:20 
a.m. Sunday during a scheduled 
training exercise. 

“We are really feeling and 
sharing that pain across the divi¬ 
sion and across the entire com¬ 
munity,” Aguto said. 

The soldiers were all assigned 
to the same company in the di¬ 
vision’s 1st Armored Brigade 
Combat Team, Aguto said. The 
training was preparation for a 
February rotation at the National 
Training Center at Fort Irwin, 
Calif, and other members of the 
company and battalion were near¬ 
by at the time of the accident. 

Jenkins was from Gainesville, 
Fla., and joined the Army three 
days after the 9/11 attacks and de¬ 
ployed to Iraq in 2005 and 2008, 
according to his service record. 
During his 18 years of service, 
he earned three Army Com¬ 
mendation Medals, five Army 
Achievement Medals, the Combat 
Infantry Badge, the Expert In¬ 
fantry Badge and the Parachutist 
Badge. 

Walker enlisted in Conneaut, 
Ohio, in July 2016 and had served 
only at Fort Stewart, according 
to his service record. His awards 
include the Army Good Conduct 
Medal, National Defense Ser¬ 
vice Medal, Korea Defense Ser¬ 
vice Medal and Army Service 
Ribbon. 

Garcia, a native of Peoria, 
Ariz., celebrated one year in the 
Army last month, according to 


his service record. 

The three soldiers injured in 
the accident were taken to Winn 
Army Community Hospital, with 
two of them treated and released 
Sunday, Aguto said. The third 
soldier transferred to Memorial 
Hospital in Savannah with non¬ 
life-threatening injuries and was 
in stable condition Monday. 

The division and the U.S. Army 
Combat Readiness Center at Fort 
Rucker, Ala., are investigating the 
accident. Training continues, the 
commander said, though soldiers 
are receiving grief counseling. 

Tropical Storm Nestor had 
passed through the region earlier 
during the weekend but was not a 
factor in the accident, Aguto said. 

“In any exercise, any com¬ 
mander has the ability to stop and 
question what we are doing” if 
they are concerned about safety, 
he said. 

A memorial service for the 
fallen soldiers and their families 
will take place at the Georgia 
base, about 40 miles southwest of 
Savannah. 

The Associated Press contributed to 
this report. 

thayer.rose@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 
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Russia, Turkey 
agree to plan 
for Syrian border 



AP 

A U.S. military convoy arrives near Dahuk, Iraqi, on Monday after withdrawing from Syria. 


Iraq: Military says US troops may enter 
northern Iraq’s Kurdish region temporarily 


Associated Press 

ANKARA, Turkey—The pres¬ 
idents of Turkey and Russia made 
a deal Tuesday to share control of 
Syria’s northeast that requires 
Kurdish fighters to clear the en¬ 
tire length of the Syria-Turkey 
border. 

The deal allows Turkey to main¬ 
tain control of areas it pushed into 
launching its offensive into Syria 
earlier this month. 

The agreement allows Russian 
and Syrian troops to control the 
rest of the border. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan also 
agreed that their troops will con¬ 
duct joint patrols of the border 
area. 

The agreement gives Kurdish 
fighters another 150 hours be¬ 
ginning Wednesday afternoon to 
clear all remaining areas along 
the Turkey-Syria border. 

Earlier Tuesday, Kurdish forc¬ 
es said they completed their pull¬ 
out from a zone along the Syrian 
border as required under a U.S.- 
brokered cease-fire deal. 

The Kurdish-led forces notified 
the White House of the completed 
withdrawal in a letter, a senior 
Trump administration official 
said, speaking on condition of an¬ 
onymity because the contents of 
the letter have not yet been pub¬ 
licly disclosed. 

Russia has strengthened its 
role as power broker in Syria, 
especially after the U.S. abruptly 
decided to pull its troops out of 
northeast Syria two weeks ago. 
That pullout opened the way for 
Turkey to launch its offensive 
against Kurdish fighters on Oct. 
9. The offensive has been on 
pause for the past five days under 
the U.S.-brokered cease-fire 


Seeking protection, the Kurds 
have turned to the Syrian govern¬ 
ment and its main ally, Russia. 
The Syrian army has advanced 
into parts of the area, and Russia 
deployed its troops in some areas 
to act as a buffer force. 

Russia has powerful sway with 
all the multiple parties vying for 
the border. Turkey has suggested 
it wants Russia to persuade the 
Syrian government to cede it con¬ 
trol over a mqjor chunk of terri¬ 
tory in the northeast. The Kurds 
are hoping Russia can keep Tur¬ 
key out and ensure they preserve 
some degree of the autonomy they 
carved out for themselves during 
Syria’s civil war. 

Syrian President Bashar Assad 
has vowed to reunite all the ter¬ 
ritory under Damascus’ rule. On 
Tuesday, Assad ramped up the 
pressure on Turkey, saying he is 
ready to support any “popular re¬ 
sistance” against the invasion. 

“We are in the middle of a bat¬ 
tle, and the right thing to do is to 
rally efforts to lessen the damages 
from the invasion and to expel the 
invader sooner or later,” he told 
troops during a visit to the north¬ 
western province of Idlib. 

Assad gave a symbolic show of 
Damascus’ goal of regaining the 
border, visiting troops in north¬ 
western Idlib province, where his 
forces are battling rebels. 

Assad called Erdogan “a thief; 
he stole the factories and the 
wheat and the oil in cooperation 
with Daesh (the Islamic State 
group), and now is stealing the 
land.” 

He said his government had 
offered clemency to Kurdish 
fighters — whom it considers 
separatists — to “ensure that ev¬ 
eryone is ready to resist the ag¬ 
gression” and fight the Turkish 
assault. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

President Donald Trump or¬ 
dered the bulk of U.S. troops in 
Syria to withdraw after Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
made it clear in a phone call that 
his forces were about to invade 
Syria to push back Syrian Kurd¬ 
ish fighters whom Turkey consid¬ 
ers terrorists. 

The pullout largely abandons 
the Syrian Kurdish allies who 
have fought ISIS alongside U.S. 
troops for several years. Between 
200 and 300 U.S. troops will re¬ 
main at the southern Syrian out¬ 
post of Al-Tanf 

Angered at feeling betrayed, 
some residents in areas populated 
predominantly by Kurds in both 
Syria and Iraq have pelted the 
withdrawing troops. On Monday, 
a U.S. convoy that was driving 
down an avenue in the Kurdish- 
dominated city of Qamishly was 
pelted with potatoes. 

“Like rats, America is running 
away,” one man shouted in Arabic 
at the vehicles. 

Near the Iraqi city of Irbil, 
a small group of young men 
threw stones at a convoy of U.S. 
armored vehicles, shouting ob¬ 
scenities as it drove down a main 
highway, according to a video 


circulating online. 

In a statement, the Iraqi Kurd¬ 
ish regional government said 
the positive role played by U.S.- 
led coalition forces in northern 
Iraq, protecting and assisting its 
residents, should not be confused 
with an “unpopular political deci¬ 
sion” that has been taken — a ref¬ 
erence to Trump’s sudden move 
to withdraw troops from Syria. 

The number of American forc¬ 
es in Iraq has remained small 
due to political sensitivities in the 
country after years of what some 
Iraqis consider a U.S. occupa¬ 
tion during the war that began in 
2003. It is a potentially explosive 
issue. 

The U.S. currently has more 
than 5,000 American forces in 
Iraq under an agreement between 
the two countries. The U.S. pulled 
its troops out of Iraq in 2011 when 
combat operations there ended, 
but they went back in after ISIS 
began to take over large swaths of 
the country in 2014. 

After the Iraqi government an¬ 
nounced victory against ISIS in 
2017, calls for an American troop 
withdrawal increased amid con¬ 
cerns about America’s long-term 
intentions, particularly after it 
withdraws its troops from Syria. 


Earlier this year. Trump an¬ 
gered Iraqi politicians and Iran- 
backed factions by arguing he 
would keep U.S. troops in Iraq 
and use it as a base to strike ISIS 
targets inside Syria as needed. 
In February, he infuriated Iraqi 
leaders when he said U.S. troops 
should stay in Iraq to monitor 
neighboring Iran. 

Earlier this week, Esper did not 
rule out the idea that US. forces 
would conduct counterterrorism 
missions from Iraq into Syria. He 
said those details will be worked 
out over time. 

His comments were the first to 
specifically lay out where Ameri¬ 
can troops will go as they leave 
Syria and what the counter-ISIS 
fight could look like. Esper said 
he has spoken to his Iraqi coun¬ 
terpart about the plan to shift the 
estimated 1,000 troops leaving 
Syria into western Iraq. 

The statement by the Iraqi mil¬ 
itary, however, said all American 
troops who withdrew from Syria 
have permission to enter north¬ 
ern Iraq’s semiautonomous Kurd¬ 
ish region, and then from there to 
be relocated out of Iraq. 

“These forces do not have any 
approval to remain in Iraq,” it 
said. 


US to ask NATO to contribute more to defend Saudi Arabia 


By Lolita C. Baldor 

Associated Press 

PRINCE SULTAN AIR BASE, 
Saudi Arabia — Defense Secre¬ 
tary Mark Esper said Tuesday 
that he will urge allies later this 
week to contribute more to the 
defense of Saudi Arabia and the 
Gulf region to counter threats 
from Iran. 

The plan is part of a broader 
U.S. campaign to get NATO al¬ 
lies to take on more responsibility 
for security in the Gulf, including 
pleas for nations to send ships, 
aircraft and air defense systems 
to the region. 

The U.S. has already agreed 
to send three Patriot missile bat¬ 
teries, dozens of fighter jets and 


other aircraft to Saudi Arabia. As 
Esper got a look at one of the Pa¬ 
triot batteries Tuesday at Prince 
Sultan Air Base, he said Saudi 
Arabia will “help underwrite” 
some U.S. costs for the additional 
aid, which includes about 3,000 
American troops. 

Standing in front of the battery 
in the scorching Saudi desert, 
Esper told reporters traveling 
with him that he’s already had 
some conversations with counter¬ 
parts from France, Britain and 
Germany. 

“One of my objectives going 
into Brussels later this week is to 
build on those conversations,” he 
said. 

The U.S. has dispatched about 
14,000 more U.S. troops into the 


region since May, beefing up ef¬ 
forts to defend the kingdom in the 
wake of suspected Iranian missile 
and drone attacks on oil facilities 
last month. That’s despite Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s stated goal 
of pulling troops out of the Middle 
East and halting American par¬ 
ticipation in “endless wars.” 

The Sept. 14 attack on the Saudi 
oil facilities, as well as earlier 
ones on a pipeline in the kingdom 
and ships in the Gulf, stem from 
Trump’s decision to unilaterally 
withdraw America from Tehran’s 
nuclear deal with world powers 
and impose crushing sanctions 
targeting Iran’s crude oil sales 
and shipments. 

Allies, however, have been slow 
to respond to requests to partici¬ 


pate in a maritime security effort 
that is aimed at countering Ira¬ 
nian attacks on tankers and other 
ships in the region. 

Saudi leaders hosted a one-day 
meeting of defense chiefs from 
the Gulf region and across Eu¬ 
rope this week and used that plat¬ 
form to seek help securing their 
country. 

Gen. Kenneth McKenzie, the 
top U.S. military commander for 
the Middle East was at the meet¬ 
ing. Just after Esper landed Mon¬ 
day in Riyadh, McKenzie boarded 
the plane, and the two men talked 
for roughly a half-hour. 

Officials did not divulge the 
content of the meeting, but at 
least part of it was expected to be 
a discussion of how to meet Sau¬ 


di’s security requests. 

McKenzie likely also gave 
Esper an update on the U.S. troop 
withdrawal from Syria and ongo¬ 
ing plans to keep some forces in 
Iraq, at least temporarily. 

Esper’s visit to the Saudi air 
base on Tuesday was his first 
chance to see the U.S. troops and 
missile defense systems deployed 
there. He said the Saudi agree¬ 
ment to help pay some costs of the 
operation is not unusual. He said 
he did not know the amount they 
would contribute. 

Asked if taking money for the 
deployment makes the U.S. a 
mercenary force, Esper said no 
because the U.S. is not doing it for 
the money, but to deter Iran. 
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Afghan official: Taliban killed 15 policemen 


By Rahim Faiez 

Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — The Taliban 
stormed a checkpoint in northern Afghani¬ 
stan, killing at least 15 policemen in the 
latest attack by insurgents, an Afghan pro¬ 
vincial official said Tuesday. 

The multipronged attack on the check¬ 
point in the Ali Abad district of northern 
Kunduz province began late Monday night 
and set off an hourslong gunbattle, accord¬ 
ing to Ghulam Rabani Rabani, a provincial 
council member. 

Along with the 15 policemen killed, two 
other officers were wounded in the assault, 
he said. 

The attack came as Afghan troops have 


been battling the Taliban for the past few 
weeks in Kunduz’s Dashti Archi and Imam 
Sahib districts, Rabani added. 

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid 
claimed responsibility for the checkpoint 
attack. 

The Taliban have a strong presence in 
Kunduz and are in control in several of the 
province’s districts. 

The provincial capital, the city of Kun¬ 
duz, briefly fell to the Taliban in 2015 be¬ 
fore the insurgents withdrew in the face of 
a NATO-backed Afghan offensive. The city 
is a strategic crossroads with easy access 
to much of northern Afghanistan as well 
as the country’s capital, Kabul, about 200 
miles away. 

The Taliban pushed back into the city 


center again a year later, briefly raising 
their flag before gradually being driven 
out again. The last time, the insurgents 
launched another attempt to overrun the 
city in August but were repelled. 

The Taliban have been relentless in their 
near-daily attacks targeting Afghan secu¬ 
rity forces, attacks that inflict heavy casu¬ 
alties. The fighting has also killed scores 
of civilians. 

President Donald Trump, since his 
2016 presidential campaign, has spoken 
of a need to withdraw US. troops from the 
“endless war” in Afghanistan. He has com¬ 
plained that the US. has been serving as 
policemen in Afghanistan and says that’s 
not the American military’s job. 

The US. has about 14,000 American 


troops in Afghanistan as part of the Ameri¬ 
can-led coalition. US. forces are training 
and advising Afghan forces and conduct¬ 
ing counterterrorism operations against 
extremists. 

Trump had ordered a troop withdrawal 
in conjunction with the peace talks that 
would have left about 8,600 American 
forces in the country. 

Last month, US. envoy Zalmay Khalil- 
zad had a preliminary peace deal with the 
Taliban, but a surge in Taliban violence 
and the death of an American soldier 
prompted Trump to cancel a secret Camp 
David meeting where the peace deal would 
have been finalized and declare the tenta¬ 
tive agreement dead. 



Jonathan Camire/U.S. Army 

Advisers from the 2nd Security Force Assistance Brigade deployed to A^anistan in 2019. The U.S. 
has reduced the number of troops in A^hanistan in the past year, with most in an advising role. 


Afghanistan: Taliban, defense secretary 
praise reduction of US military presence 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

“The role of foreign troops is merely confined to 
mentoring,” said Fawad Aman, a spokesman for the 
Afghan Defense Ministry. 

Afghanistan’s security forces remain heavily reli¬ 
ant on American support and assistance to both hold 
territory and conduct offensive operations, accord¬ 
ing to a Pentagon study released in June. As the Pen¬ 
tagon has drawn down from nearly 100,000 troops 
in the country in 2011, Afghanistan has seen the 
Taliban steadily expand its control and influence. 

The Taliban has welcomed Trump’s commitment 
to reduce U.S. troops in Afghanistan. Shortly after 
a Trump rally in Minneapolis earlier this month, 
Suhail Shaheen, spokesman for the Taliban’s politi¬ 
cal office in Doha, noted the applause after Trump 
mentioned bringing home troops. 

“We consider the withdrawal of U.S. forces from 
Afghanistan to be a solution to Afghanistan’s prob¬ 
lem and it is also in the interest of the American and 
Afghan people,” he tweeted. 

Esper praised the reduction at the news confer¬ 
ence in Kabul. 

“General Miller is doing exactly what I asked all 
our commanders to do when I entered office,” Esper 
said. “I’m asking them to look where they can free 
up time, money and manpower” so the Pentagon 
can focus on countering China and Russia in line 
with the country’s national defense strategy. 


Esper added that countering terrorism and ex¬ 
tremism “is also part of that priority list.” In addition 
to supporting Afghan forces in their fight against 
the Taliban, U.S. troops in Afghanistan carry out 
operations against terrorist groups, including Is¬ 
lamic State and al-Qaida. 

The Afghan government was informed of the 
drawdown, but the move was made unilaterally, 
Leggett said. “This isn’t something that was done in 
negotiation with [the Afghan government],” he said. 

The reduction has the potential to complicate 
peace talks with the Taliban. The U.S. military 
presence in Afghanistan and assistance to the coun¬ 
try are the main sources of leverage for American 
negotiators. 

Peace talks between the United States and the 
Taliban have not formally restarted, but the travel 
schedule of the U.S. special representative for Af¬ 
ghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, suggests efforts are 
underway to revive negotiations. 

His office announced that he would travel to Bel¬ 
gium, France and Russia on Monday “to review how 
best to support accelerated efforts to reach peace 
in Afghanistan.” Earlier this month Khalilzad met 
with Taliban leaders in Pakistan. 

Nearly 2,400 American troops have died in Af¬ 
ghanistan since the United States intervened in 
2001 and more than 20,000 have been wounded, ac¬ 
cording to the Pentagon. 


China to host next round 
of intra-Afghan peace talks 


By Kathy Gannon 
Associated Press 

ISLAMABAD — A fresh round 
of intra-Afghan peace talks will 
be held in China next week, Tal¬ 
iban spokesman Suhail Shaheen 
said Tuesday, raising hopes for 
renewed negotiations even as vio¬ 
lence surges in Afghanistan’s 18- 
year war. 

The talks planned for Oct. 28- 
29 will be the first meeting be¬ 
tween Taliban and prominent 
Afghans from Kabul since a July 
round of talks held in Doha, the 
capital of the Middle Eastern 
State of Qatar, where the Taliban 
maintain a political office. 

On Monday, the U.S. State De¬ 
partment said its peace envoy, 
Zalmay Khalilzad, started a fresh 
round of talks with European, 
NATO and UN. allies about end¬ 
ing the war. 

Khalilzad will later meet with 
Russian and Chinese representa¬ 
tives “to discuss shared interests 
in seeing the war in Afghanistan 
come to an end,” the State De¬ 
partment said. 

For nearly a year, Khalilzad led 
the first direct U.S. talks with the 
Taliban. However, in September, 
just as a deal seemed imminent. 
President Donald Trump de¬ 
clared the deal dead after a series 
of attacks in the Afghan capital 
killed more than a dozen people, 
including a U.S. soldier. 

Trump continued to call for 
the withdrawal of the estimated 
14,000 American soldiers still 
in Afghanistan, saying they had 
taken over the job of policing the 
country, a job the government’s 
security forces should be doing. 

Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper, who made his first visit to 
Afghanistan last weekend, told 
reporters traveling with him that 
he believes the U.S. can reduce 
its force in Afghanistan to 8,600 
without hurting the counterter¬ 
rorism fight against al-Qaida and 
Islamic State. 

But Esper said any withdrawal 
would happen as part of a peace 
agreement with the Taliban. 

Increasingly in recent weeks 
signs have emerged of a renewed 
effort to get peace talks with the 


Taliban restarted. 

Earlier this month, Khalilzad 
met Taliban chief negotiator and 
co-founder Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar in the Pakistani capital 
of Islamabad — their first meet¬ 
ing since Trump declared talks 
dead. 

The State Department said 
Khalilzad’s trip to Pakistan wasn’t 
about restarting talks with the 
Taliban, yet 
their meet- 
According ing seemed 
to a Taliban a beginning 
, Shaheen 

spokesman, ^aid the 

Taliban was 


deal was 
ready for 
signing 
and a date 
had been 
selected. 


ready to re¬ 
sume talks 
from where 
they left off 
in Septem¬ 
ber. Accord¬ 
ing to him, 
a peace deal 
was ready 
for signing 
and a date 
had even been selected. Sept. 13. 

Immediately upon signing, the 
Taliban had agreed to announce 
a cease-fire, but only against U.S. 
and NATO troops, Shaheen said. 
The deal also called for a cease¬ 
fire with Afghanistan’s security 
forces to be the first order of 
business at the first intra-Afghan 
negotiations, which were sched¬ 
uled for Sept. 23, according to 
Shaheen. 

He said the peace deal the 
Taliban had hammered out with 
Khalilzad was also to include the 
release of 5,000 Taliban prisoners 
in exchange for prisoners being 
held by the Taliban. 

A separate set of negotiations 
were held for the release of two 
Western professors at the Ameri¬ 
can University in Kabul — Amer¬ 
ican Kevin King and Australian 
Timothy Weeks — kidnapped in 


2016. 

The two were to be exchanged 
for 11 Taliban prisoners, includ¬ 
ing Anas Haqqani, the brother of 
Sir^uddin Haqqani, deputy head 
of the Taliban and leader of the 
much feared Haqqani network. 
An uncle of the Haqqanis was 
also to be released. 
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President likens House inquiry to 'a lynching' 



Patrick Semansky/AP 


Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., speaks with members of the media Tuesday on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
Graham called the impeachment effort a “sham” and a “joke.” 

^All Republicans must remember what they are witnessing 
here — a iynching. But we wiii WIN! f 

President Donald Trump 

in a tweet 


By Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump enraged Demo¬ 
crats on Tuesday by comparing 
their impeachment inquiry to a 
lynching, assigning the horrors 
of a deadly and racist chapter in 
U.S. history to a process laid out 
in the Constitution. 

“That is one word no president 
ought to apply to himself,” said 
Democratic Rep. James Clyburn, 
of South Carolina, the highest- 
ranking black in Congress. “That 
is a word that we ought to be very, 
very careful about using” he 
said. 

Rep. Bobby Rush, D-Ill., called 
on Trump to delete the tweet. 

“Do you know how many peo¬ 
ple who look like me have been 
lynched, since the inception of 
this country, by people who look 
like you. Delete this tweet,” wrote 
Rush, who is also black. 

Sen. Doug Jones, D-Ala., tweet¬ 
ed to Trump: “No sir! No, @re- 
alDonaldTrump: this is NOT a 
lynching, and shame on you for in¬ 
voking such a horrific act that was 
used as a weapon to terrorize and 
murder African-Americans.” 

Republican legislators largely 
tried to put the focus on what they 
said was the unfair way in which 
Democrats are conducting the 
impeachment inquiry 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., 
said Trump’s description was 
“pretty well accurate.” He called 
the impeachment effort a “sham” 
and a “joke” because the presi¬ 
dent does not know the identity 
of his accuser and the process is 


playing out in private. 

Lynchings, or hangings, were 
used mostly by whites against 
black men in the South, begin¬ 
ning in the late 19 th century amid 
rising racial tensions. By com¬ 


paring his possible impeachment 
to a lynching. Trump also likened 
Democrats to a lynch mob. 

Under pressure over impeach¬ 
ment, blowback over his Syria 
policy and other issues, the Re¬ 


publican president tweeted Tues¬ 
day: “So some day, if a Democrat 
becomes President and the Re¬ 
publicans win the House, even 
by a tiny margin, they can im¬ 
peach the President, without due 


process or fairness or any legal 
rights. 

“All Republicans must remem¬ 
ber what they are witnessing here 

— a lynching. But we will WIN!” 

Trump has a habit of trying to 

portray himself as the victim. 

His tweet came a day after he 
lashed out at critics of his decision 

— since rescinded — to schedule 
a m^or international economic 
summit for 2020 at one of his 
Florida golf properties. During 
remarks Monday, he lamented 
people who invoke the “phony 
emoluments clause.” 

The clause is in the Constitu¬ 
tion and bans presidents from 
receiving gifts or payments from 
foreign governments without the 
consent of Congress. Impeach¬ 
ment and its process are also in 
the Constitution. 

A whistleblower’s complaint 
that Trump was attempting to use 
his office for personal political 
gain during a July 25 phone con¬ 
versation with Ukraine’s presi¬ 
dent led House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi to open the impeachment 
inquiry. 

Trump insists he did nothing 
wrong. He has characterized 
the conversation with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskiy 
as “perfect” and argues that sore- 
loser Democrats are still trying 
to overturn the 2016 election that 
put him in the White House and 
keep him from winning a second 
term next year. 

Lynchings were fueled by anger 
toward blacks across the South, 
where many whites blamed their 
financial problems on newly 
freed slaves living around them, 
the NAACP notes. 


Witnesses say Trump sees Ukraine as adversary, not ally 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


U.S. Ambassador to the European Union Gordon Sondland, center, arrives at the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington on Thursday. Sondland and others have testified that President 
Donald Trump is suspicious of Ukraine. 


By Lisa Mascaro 
AND Mary Clare Jalonick 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Behind closed doors. 
President Donald Trump has made his 
views on Ukraine clear: “They tried to 
take me down.” 

The president, according to people fa¬ 
miliar with testimony in the House im¬ 
peachment investigation, sees the Eastern 
European ally, not Russia, as responsible 
for the interference in the 2016 election 
that was investigated by special counsel 
Robert Mueller. 

It’s a view denied by the intelligence 
community, at odds with U.S. foreign policy 
and dismissed by many of Trump’s fellow 
Republicans but part of a broader skepti¬ 
cism of Ukraine being shared with Trump 
by Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
his key regional ally, Viktor Orban, of 
Hungary. 

Trump’s embrace of an alternative view 
of Ukraine suggests the extent to which his 
approach to Kyiv — including his request, 
now central to the impeachment inquiry, 
that the Ukraine president do him a “favor” 
and investigate Democrats — was colored 
by a long-running, unproven conspiracy 
theory that has circulated online and in 
some corners of conservative media. 

On Monday, Trump derided the impeach¬ 
ment probe anew as a “witch hunt,” insist¬ 
ing that he did nothing wrong in his phone 
call with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy. 


But those testifying in the impeachment 
inquiry, now entering its fifth week, are 
recalling that Trump’s views on Ukraine 
were seen as a problem by some in the 
administration. 

Some of those testifying recalled a May 
meeting at the White House when U.S. offi¬ 
cials, just back from attending Zelenskiy’s 
inauguration in Kyiv, briefed Trump. 

Ambassador to the European Union 
Gordon Sondland, special envoy Kurt 
Volker and other witnesses have described 
Trump as suspicious of Ukraine despite 


well-established American support for 
the fledgling democracy there. That’s ac¬ 
cording to publicly released transcripts, 
as well as people familiar with the private 
testimony to impeachment investigators. 
They spoke on the condition of anonymity 
to discuss it. 

Several witnesses have testified that 
Trump believed Ukraine wanted to de¬ 
stroy his presidency. 

One career State Department official, 
George Kent, told lawmakers that Putin 
and Orban had soured Trump’s attitude 


toward Ukraine. Russia and Ukraine have 
been foes since Putin’s invasion of Crimea 
in 2014 as Kyiv tries to align with the West 
while Putin and Orban grow closer. 

“President Trump was skeptical,” Sond¬ 
land testified, according to his written re¬ 
marks. Sondland said that only later did 
he understand that Trump, by connecting 
the Ukrainians with his personal lawyer, 
Rudy Giuliani, was interested in probing 
the 2016 election as well as the family of 
his potential 2020 rival, Joe Biden. 

“It was apparent to all of us that the key 
to changing President Trump’s mind on 
Ukraine was Mr. Giuliani.” 

House Democrats launched the impeach¬ 
ment inquiry after a whistleblower filed a 
complaint that included Trump’s July call 
with Zelenskiy. The call was placed the 
day after Mueller testified to Congress and 
brought an end to the two-year Trump- 
Russia probe. 

“Our country has been through a lot, and 
Ukraine knows a lot about it,” Trump told 
Zelenskiy, according to a rough transcript 
of the call released by the White House. 

“I would like you to find out what hap¬ 
pened with this whole situation with 
Ukraine, they say CrowdStrike,” Trump 
said. “The server, they say Ukraine has 
it.” 

Trump was airing the conspiracy theory 
view, shared by Giuliani, that the security 
firm CrowdStrike, which was hired by the 
Democratic National Committee to inves¬ 
tigate the 2016 hack of its email, may have 
had ties to Ukraine. 
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Reemergence of Clinton 
makes some Dems wary 


By Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

Some Democrats are putting up caution 
signs for Hillary Clinton as she wades back 
into presidential politics by casting 2020 can¬ 
didate Tulsi Gabbard as a “Russian asset,” 
mocking President Donald Trump’s dealings 
with a foreign leader and drawing counterat¬ 
tacks from both. 

Bernie Sanders, who lost the 2016 nomina¬ 
tion to Clinton and is running again in 2020, 
took to Twitter with implicit criticisms of his 
erstwhile rival. “People can disagree on is¬ 
sues,” Sanders wrote Monday, “but it is out¬ 
rageous for anyone to suggest that Tulsi is a 
foreign asset.” 

Larry Cohen, one of Sanders’ top support¬ 
ers, was more conciliatory but warned in an 
interview that Clinton could harm the eventual 
2020 nominee by weighing in against specific 
candidates, even a long shot like Gabbard. 

The former first lady, U.S. senator and 
secretary of state has “put a lifetime into the 
Democratic Party. She deserves to be heard,” 
said Cohen, a prominent member of the Dem¬ 
ocratic National Committee who also chairs 
Our Revolution, the spinoff of Sanders’ last 
presidential campaign. But “in this senior 
leader role she has,” Cohen said, “it’s her job 
to embrace the range of politics within the 
party and not polarize within it.” 

Her scuffle with Gabbard and other recent 
headlines she’s driven demonstrate that Clin¬ 
ton, 71, remains a political lightning rod, just 
as she’s been through much of the last three 
decades. The dynamics raise questions about 
how Clinton and her party can best leverage 
her strengths and navigate her weaknesses 
through next November. 


For her part, aides say Clinton isn’t attempt¬ 
ing any calculated play. 

“The short of it is that she’s on a book tour 
and is feeling unconstrained about speaking 
her mind,” said Clinton spokesman Nick Mer¬ 
rill. “It’s easy to overascribe a strategy about 
every word she utters, but it’s as simple as 
that. She’s out there telling the truth.” 

Yet the results can frustrate those trying to 
win the office that Clinton twice lost, a reality 
presidential hopeful Sen. Cory Booker, of New 
Jersey, observed with a carefully calibrated 
critique while he campaigned Monday in New 
Hampshire. “We need to focus on winning 
this election ... talking about the urgencies 
that we have before us and not indulging in 
what I think is, for me, not a relevant story,” 
Booker said, targeting the news media more 
than Clinton or Gabbard. 

There’s no settled playbook for former 
nominees — or former presidents — in party 
politics. 

Sitting senators like Democrat John Kerry 
and Republican John McCain returned quiet¬ 
ly to Capitol Hill. Democrat A1 Gore became a 
leading advocate for climate action. McCain’s 
running mate, Sarah Palin, has made perhaps 
the biggest recent splash as a conservative 
media sensation who helped stoke a base that 
ultimately embraced Trump. 

But Clinton “is in her own category,” 
said Karen Finney, a top aide on her 2016 
campaign. 

The first woman to win a mqjor party presi¬ 
dential nomination — and the national popu¬ 
lar vote leader with almost 3 million more 
votes than Trump — Clinton remains a popu¬ 
lar figure in her party, even after enduring 
criticism for losing key Midwestern states to 
Trump. For Republicans, she’s an evergreen 



Richard Drew/AP 


Recent comments by Hillary Clinton, shown 
speaking at the TIME 100 Summit in New 
\brk in April, are making some Democrats 
wary. 

foil, used currently in the Mississippi gover¬ 
nor’s race, where Democratic nominee Jim 
Hood, a longtime attorney general, is being 
attacked for acknowledging he voted for her 
over Trump. 

Finney said the 2016 circumstances, a con¬ 
tinued focus on Russian interference and the 
ongoing House impeachment inquiry against 
Trump all add to the intensity of feelings for 
Democrats and Republicans alike. “That gives 
her a unique voice and perspective,” she said. 

The latest fracas started last week when 
Clinton suggested on a podcast that Russians 
are “grooming [Gabbard] to be the third- 
party candidate.” 

Clinton produced no evidence that Mos¬ 
cow is directly backing Gabbard, but Russian 
state-owned media and a number of alt-right 
websites have promoted the congresswoman’s 
Democratic campaign, and the Russian Em¬ 
bassy has defended her on Twitter. A military 
veteran, Gabbard has carved an unusual po¬ 
litical profile, with criticisms of long-held U.S. 
foreign policy and defenses of Trump. 

Gabbard retorted by calling Clinton “the 
queen of warmongers ... and personification 
of the rot that has sickened the Democratic 
Party for so long.” 


Klobuchar tries to get traction from debate spotlight 



Charlie Neibergall/AP 


Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Amy Klobuchar speaks to 
local residents at a campaign event on the start of her bus tour in 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, last week. 


By Alexandra Jaffe 
Associated Press 

DAVENPORT, Iowa — Several 
days removed from a marathon 
Democratic presidential debate, 
Amy Klobuchar was still feeling 
an afterglow. 

On the debate stage, the Min¬ 
nesota senator repeatedly hit 
Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren for failing to level with 
voters about how she would pay 
for her ambitious policy propos¬ 
als, exposing a vulnerability in 
her progressive rival and earning 
much-needed attention for herself 
in a crowded primary field. 

“It was really important to 
make the case that there are 
other ways to do things, and it 
doesn’t mean you’re not fighting” 
for people, Klobuchar said as her 
campaign bus sped past corn¬ 
fields in eastern Iowa. 

If there’s a place where Klobu¬ 
char can build momentum from 
the debate, it’s here in Iowa, 
where her Midwestern roots and 
pragmatic approach to politics 
could resonate in the nation’s first 
caucus state. She has more than 
50 staffers on the ground in Iowa 
and a familiarity with local issues 
as a senator from a neighboring 
state. 


But she found that attention 
can be fleeting. Her bus tour was 
a chance to leverage her debate 
performance and attract more 
media notice. But Hawaii Rep. 
Tulsi Gabbard, who was also in 
Iowa and earned headlines after 
feuding with Hillary Clinton, took 
some of the spotlight away from 
Klobuchar during her bus tour. 

“Is she here? Oh,” Klobuchar 
said of Gabbard, visibly cha¬ 
grined that the spotlight might 


shift away from her Iowa tour. 

Klobuchar is polling near the 
bottom of the pack and has strug¬ 
gled to raise money. She spent 
more than she raised during the 
third quarter, and while she’s 
launched a television ad in Iowa, 
it’s airing in only two media mar¬ 
kets. She has yet to qualify for the 
November debate. 

Still, her debate performance 
gave her a boost. She raised $1.5 
million in the 36 hours follow¬ 


ing the debate. Post-debate, she 
launched a frenzied week of cam¬ 
paigning to try to turn that bump 
into lasting momentum, hitting 
10 counties over two days in New 
Hampshire and 12 counties over 
three days in Iowa. 

Klobuchar’s biggest challenge 
in Iowa and other early voting 
states may be that she has no clear 
lane. She’s not the only woman in 
the race — Warren, Gabbard, Ka- 
mala Harris and Marianne Wil¬ 
liamson are also running. 

And she’s not the only candi¬ 
date preaching moderation. For¬ 
mer Vice President Joe Biden is 
leading many polls as a centrist 
candidate. Pete Buttigieg, the 
mayor of South Bend, Ind., is also 
garnering attention as a moderate 
candidate calling for generational 
change in politics. 

Avis Bennett, 65, is an inde¬ 
pendent voter who represents the 
work ahead for Klobuchar. She 
watched Klobuchar at a breakfast 
stop in Dover, N.H., last week and 
said she wasn’t sure she would 
support the senator. 

“Amy is kind of the same old, 
same old senator,” Bennett said. 
“I think her ideas are great, but I 
think Mayor Pete really grasped 
our interest.” 


Trump blasts 
critics of G-7 
being held at 
Doral in Fla. 

By Jill Colvin 
AND Bernard Condon 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump lashed out Mon¬ 
day at critics who prompted 
him to move next year’s Group 
of Seven summit from his golf 
club in Florida, saying “Demo¬ 
crats went crazy” with criticisms 
that he would have violated the 
“phony emoluments clause” of 
the Constitution. 

“I was willing to do this for 
free,” Trump said during a Cabi¬ 
net meeting Monday, comparing 
it to his decision not to take his 
$400,000 presidential salary. But 
now, he said, “It will cost a for¬ 
tune for the country.” 

At one point, he lamented, “You 
people with this phony emolu¬ 
ments clause.” 

He brushed aside the criticism 
that, even without accepting pay¬ 
ments, hosting the summit at 
his Trump National Doral near 
Miami would have been one big 
promotion for his brand. “You 
don’t think I get enough promo¬ 
tion? I get more promotion than 
any human being that’s ever 
lived,” he said. 

Trump reversed course Satur¬ 
day on hosting the G-7 at Doral 
after Republicans joined Demo¬ 
crats in raising alarm about 
self-dealing and violating the 
emoluments clause that bans 
presidents from receiving gifts or 
payments from foreign govern¬ 
ments. His acting chief of staff, 
Mick Mulvaney, said the presi¬ 
dent had realized that “it looks 
lousy” to steer business to his 
own property. 

In a moment of introspection. 
Trump said Monday that the 
Doral had taken a hit — “It went 
from doing great to doing fine” 
— because of his divisive rheto¬ 
ric about immigration and other 
issues. The resort is the biggest 
revenue generator of his 17 golf 
properties, but the PGA and other 
organizations have pulled events 
that used to be held there, and his 
company has told local authorities 
that they should cut its tax bill be¬ 
cause it is underperforming. 

Mulvaney said last week that 
Doral was “far and away” the best 
venue because of its location near 
the Miami airport and separate 
buildings to host each country’s 
delegation. 

Mulvaney listed eight states 
visited in the screening process, 
including Tennessee, North 
Carolina, Hawaii, California, 
Michigan and Utah. But spokes- 
people for governors and tour¬ 
ism officials in nearly all those 
states told The Associated Press 
they weren’t aware of any vis¬ 
its, with some saying they didn’t 
even know their states were in the 
running. Only Hawaii said it was 
aware that the White House had 
conducted a “general search.” 

White House officials declined 
to name the properties they had 
considered or provide details on 
how they vetted them. 
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Tornado slams 
Dallas; 4 killed 
in Ark. and Okla. 



Smiley N. Pool, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


A destroyed Home Depot store is seen in an aerial view of tornado damage in Dallas on Monday. 



Ryan Michalesko, The Dallas Morning News/AP Smiley N. Pool, The Dallas Morning News/AP 


Left: As the sun rises, a man surveys damage Monday from a tornado the night before in Dallas. Right: 
People pick through rubble left by the tornado. 


By Jamie Stengle 
AND Jake Bleiberg 
Associated Press 

DALLAS — A tornado tossed 
trees into homes, tore off store¬ 
fronts and downed power lines 
but killed no one in a densely 
populated area of Dallas, leaving 
Mayor Eric Johnson to declare 
the city “very fortunate” to be as¬ 
sessing only property damage. 

A meteorologist said Monday 
that people took shelter thanks to 
early alerts and that it was fortu¬ 
nate the tornado struck Sunday 
evening, when many people were 
home. 

“Anytime you have a tornado 
in a mgjor metropolitan area, 
the potential for large loss of life 
is always there,” said Patrick 
Marsh, the warning coordina¬ 
tion meteorologist at the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin¬ 
istration’s Storm Prediction Cen¬ 
ter in Norman, Okla. “We were 
very fortunate that the tornado 
did not hit the Dallas Cowboys’ 
stadium or the state fair, where 
you would have had a lot of people 
that were exposed.” 

The tornado crossed over two 
m^or interstates. “If that hap¬ 
pened at rush hour, I think we’d 
be talking about a different story,” 
Marsh said. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice said the tornado that ripped 
through north Dallas was an EF3, 
which has a maximum wind speed 
of 140 mph. The agency said an¬ 
other tornado in the suburb of 
Rowlett was EFl, with maximum 
wind speeds of 100 mph. 

The late night storms spawned 
tornadoes in several states, kill¬ 
ing at least four people in Arkan¬ 
sas and Oklahoma. 

In one Dallas neighborhood, 
Dustin and Lauren Collins said 


they felt lucky as they cleared de¬ 
bris from the yard of their largely 
intact home. 

“When other people’s homes 
are in your front yard, you just re¬ 
alize — just the magnitude of the 
storm,” said Lauren Collins, 36. 

Dustin Collins, 37, said he gath¬ 
ered his family together after re¬ 
ceiving the tornado alert. They 
climbed into the bathtub and 
pulled a mattress over top, hud¬ 
dling there with their 8-month- 
old son. 

“We just sat in the bathtub and 
sang songs, trying to keep every¬ 
one calm,” Lauren Collins said. 

At a nearby shopping center, 
the fronts and roofs of stores were 
ripped away. Ruptured pipes 
were still spewing water Monday 
morning, drenching the piles of 
mangled drywall, insulation and 
steel framing inside the brick 
building. 

Nearby, Georges Benamou said 
he was in his bedroom when a 
tree branch fell through the flat 
roof of his single-story home and 
into the living room. 

“I heard some crack, crack, 
crack, and then I heard some 
trees falling on top of the roof,” 
he said. 

Brent Huddleston, 43, said he 
sheltered with his 9- and 11-year- 
old children in a closet as the 
house shook around them. They 
later found parts of street and 
shopping center signs that had 
been blown into their yard. 

“It hit really fast,” he said. 

Dallas Fire-Rescue Depart¬ 
ment spokesman Jason Evans 
said no firefighters were hurt 
when the storm made the roof of 
Station 41 collapse. 

The tornado that caused wide¬ 
spread damage in north Dallas 
passed closed to the home of for¬ 


mer President George W. Bush 
and former first lady Laura Bush 
but caused no damage. Bush 
spokesman Freddy Ford said 
in a statement that “the Bushes 
are safe and praying for their 
neighbors around DFW (Dal- 
las-Fort Worth) who weren’t as 
fortunate.” 

Tornadoes are not common 
in October, and cities are rarely 
hit because they don’t have a big 
presence in the tornado belt, ac¬ 
cording to tornado scientist Har¬ 
old Brooks, of the National Severe 
Storms Laboratory. 

It’s like “randomly throwing 
darts,” Brooks said. 

A study by Brooks last year 
found that only one-third of the 


most violent tornadoes hit com¬ 
munities of more than 5,000 
people. 

The storm system disrupted 
flights in the Dallas area, north¬ 
western Arkansas and at Mem¬ 
phis International Airport in 
Tennessee, where windows were 
broken. 

One person died when a tree 
fell on a home in Rogers, Ark., 
about 150 miles northwest of 
Little Rock, according to the Ben¬ 
ton County Department of Public 
Safety. In northeastern Arkansas, 
an EFl tornado injured at least 
five people in Tyronza. 

Authorities said severe thun¬ 
derstorms were responsible for 
the deaths of at least three people 


in eastern Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma State Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation spokeswoman Brooke 
Arbeitman said two teenage boys 
died of carbon monoxide poi¬ 
soning late Sunday in Weleetka, 
about 80 miles east of Oklahoma 
City. She said the 14- and 15-year- 
old boys were using a portable gas 
generator in a travel trailer after 
the storms knocked out power. 
The father of the younger boy 
discovered their bodies Monday 
morning. 

Another person died late Sun¬ 
day night when a tree blew onto a 
mobile home near Valliant, about 
170 miles southeast of Oklahoma 
City, emergency management of¬ 
ficials said. 


Blackouts possible again as fire danger looms in California 


By Christopher Weber 

Associated Press 

Less than two weeks after 
blacking out much of Northern 
California, the state’s largest util¬ 
ity is warning that dangerous fire 
weather could prompt it to shut 
off power to about a half-million 
people. 

Pacific Gas & Electric began 
notifying customers Monday 
that it could begin precautionary 
shutoffs to parts of 16 counties as 
early as Wednesday, mostly in the 
Sierra foothills and to the north of 
the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Any blackouts would last at 
least 48 hours, the utility said. 

The utility is concerned that 
winds forecast to hit 60 mph at 


times could throw branches and 
debris into power lines or topple 
them, sparking wildfires. PG&E 
equipment has been blamed for 
igniting several of California’s 
deadliest and most destruc¬ 
tive fires in recent years and 
the utility, facing billions in po¬ 
tential claims, was forced into 
bankruptcy. 

However, CEO Bill Johnson 
said the shutdown was about safe¬ 
ty, not money. 

“The sole intent is to prevent a 
catastrophic wildfire,” he said. 

A huge portion of California 
is under high fire risk amid un¬ 
predictable gusts and soaring 
temperatures. 

At least three homes were 
damaged or destroyed Monday 


evening by wind-whipped flames 
in a mountain community near 
San Bernardino in inland South¬ 
ern California. Earlier in the day, 
Los Angeles firefighters beat 
back a blaze as it raced up canyon 
walls toward multimillion-dollar 
ocean-view homes on a coastal 
ridge. 

“This could be one of our most 
critical weeks of the fall season 
for fire weather due to very warm 
temperatures and bouts of Santa 
Ana winds,” the National Weath¬ 
er Service said in a statement. 

Southern California Edison, 
which had warned of possible 
safety outages at any time, an¬ 
nounced Monday evening that 
none would take place in the next 
48 hours but warned that it was 


monitoring the weather. 

“Weather conditions might 
be different for Thursday,” and 
in that case, notification would 
be given Tuesday, said Edison 
spokeswoman Sally Jeun. 

PG&E’s phone, text and email 
warnings to 200,000 homes and 
businesses came about 10 days 
after more than 2 million people 
had their lights turned off by 
the utility when powerful winds 
whipped up. 

Johnson promised that if black¬ 
outs are necessary, the utility will 
work to do better at communicat¬ 
ing with customers and avoid the 
chaos of the last shutoff, when the 
utility gave only about 10 hours’ 
warning to customers in northern 
and central California. Its website 


crashed, maps were inconsistent 
and call centers were overloaded. 

Panicked residents stood in long 
lines at supermarkets, hardware 
stores and gas stations, rushing to 
buy ice, coolers, flashlights, bat¬ 
teries and gas for their cars. 

California Gov. Gavin New¬ 
som and others blasted PG&E 
for the unprecedented size of the 
blackout and the communication 
problems. 

Andy Vesey, a PG&E execu¬ 
tive, said last week that the utility 
didn’t think broadly enough and 
underestimated the needs of cus¬ 
tomers and local governments. 

“We have to develop a mindset, 
or culture, of anticipation,” he 
said. 
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A man stands guard after several otg;anizations arrived at Malheur 
National Wildlife Refuge in Oregon in 2016. A Government 
Accountability Office report highiights violence against pubiic lands 
employees amid heightened tensions with anti-government groups. 


Federal prisons 
photocopy mail 
to combat drugs 


study tallies 
threats that 
public land 
workers face 

Associated Press 

BILLINGS, Mont. — Fed¬ 
eral employees overseeing U.S. 
public lands were assaulted or 
threatened at least 360 times 
over a five-year period marked 
by heightened tensions with anti- 
government groups and dwin¬ 
dling ranks of law enforcement 
officers, a congressional watch¬ 
dog agency said Monday. 

The Government Accountabil¬ 
ity Office in a new report high¬ 
lights anti-government tensions 
that at times have boiled over, 
including a six-week armed oc¬ 
cupation of a federal wildlife ref¬ 
uge in Oregon in 2016 and other 
standoffs with armed protesters 
in Montana and Nevada. 

The clashes have been rooted 
in a deep distrust of government 
on the part of the protesters, who 
view the federal bureaucracy 
as unlawfully impeding people 
from using public land for graz¬ 
ing, mining and other economic 
purposes. 

Even a routine traffic stop or 
the collection of a park entrance 
fee can be enough to trigger an 
assault or threat, according to 
GAO investigators. 

The incidents investigators 
cataloged during interviews with 
federal workers ranged from 
threatening phone calls and 
gunshots fired over the heads of 
employees to the stabbing of a Bu¬ 
reau of Land Management work¬ 
er outside a federal building. 

Some of the assaults triggered 
FBI domestic terrorism inves¬ 
tigations, although the precise 
number was not disclosed be¬ 
cause it was considered sensitive 
information. 

The report did not say whether 
rates of assaults and threats were 
increasing. But it noted a dwin¬ 
dling number of federal officers 
patrolling the nation’s vast for¬ 


ests, parks, wildlife refuges and 
other open spaces, which cover 
more than 670 million acres pri¬ 
marily in 12 Western states. 

The report cited a 19% drop in 
the ranks of officers at the U.S. 
Forest Service between 2013 and 
2018 The Bureau of Land Man¬ 
agement saw a 9% drop and now 
has one officer in the field for 
every 1.2 million acres the agen¬ 
cy oversees. 

The GAO investigation faulted 
officials at U.S. land agencies 
for failing to come up with plans 
to assess the security of govern¬ 
ment facilities, leaving employees 
at greater risk. 

The findings will be addressed 
by lawmakers during a hearing 
Tuesday before the House Sub¬ 
committee on National Parks, 
Forests and Public Lands. 

A Forest Service official said 


increased awareness about em¬ 
ployee security — fueled by high- 
profile standoffs with protesters 
— may have contributed to ad¬ 
ditional reporting of potential 
threats. 

But the service’s internal data 
do not show any change in the 
rate of assaults and threats, said 
Forest Service spokeswoman Ba- 
bete Anderson. She added that 
government workers have “mil¬ 
lions of contacts and interactions 
with members of the public each 
year ... that are peaceful and 
uneventful.” 

In a formal response to the 
GAO report. Interior Department 
Assistant Secretary Scott Camer¬ 
on agreed with recommendations 
to carry out security assess¬ 
ments at hundreds of government 
facilities. 


By Michael Balsamo 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The U.S. 
Bureau of Prisons has started 
photocopying inmate letters and 
other mail at some federal cor¬ 
rectional facilities across the U.S. 
instead of delivering the original 
parcels, in an attempt to combat 
the smuggling of synthetic nar¬ 
cotics like K-2, officials told The 
Associated Press on Monday. 

The program is being imple¬ 
mented at a “number of Bureau fa¬ 
cilities impacted by the increased 
introduction of synthetic drugs,” 
the agency said in a statement to 
the AP. At those jails and prisons. 
Bureau of Prisons employees are 
copying incoming mail and then 
distributing the copies to inmates, 
the agency said. 

Officials would not say how 
many staff members are being 
assigned to make photocopies or 
whether they are removing cor¬ 
rection officers to perform the 
task. The initiative raises ques¬ 
tions about whether the agency, 
which has been plagued by chron¬ 
ic staffing shortages and violence, 
is reassigning staff members to 
spend time making photocopies 
instead of watching inmates. 

The Bureau of Prisons has 
faced increased scrutiny since 
billionaire financier Jeffrey Ep¬ 
stein took his own life behind 
bars at a federal facility in New 
York in August. 

Across the board, the agency 
has been down 4,000 jobs since 
2017. Staffing shortages are so se¬ 
vere that guards routinely work 


overtime shifts day after day, 
sometimes being forced to work 
mandatory overtime. 

In the wake of Epstein’s death. 
Attorney General William Barr 
removed the agency’s acting di¬ 
rector and named Kathleen Hawk 
Sawyer, the prison agency’s di¬ 
rector from 1992 until 2003, to 
replace him. 

Officials did not provide details 
on the specific jails and prisons 
where the program is being im¬ 
plemented, but a person familiar 
with the matter told the AP that 
one of the facilities is USP Ca¬ 
naan, a high-security penitentiary 
for male inmates in Pennsylvania. 
The person spoke on condition of 
anonymity in order to discuss jail 
operations. 

Officials say wardens at each 
of the facilities have discretion 
under current policy to order 
the photocopying because they 
“may establish controls to protect 
staff, inmates and the security, 
discipline and good order of the 
institution.” 

The agency is also exploring 
the possibility of using an off¬ 
site vendor to scan general cor¬ 
respondence and then send it as 
electronic files to kiosks in the 
correctional facilities where in¬ 
mates would be able to view and 
print the letters. 

The choice to have mail pho¬ 
tocopied depends on the size and 
security level of the correctional 
facility, as well as the “degree of 
sophistication of the inmates con¬ 
fined, staff availability, and other 
variables,” the statement said. 


Mom who touted daughter’s ‘bucket list’ accused in her death 


Associated Press 

DENVER — A Colorado 
mother who sought donations to 
cover medical treatments for her 
daughter and promoted the girl’s 
“bucket list” of dreams to fulfill 
before she died has been indicted 
on a murder charge in the 7-year- 
old’s death that was previously 
believed to be from a terminal 
disease. 

In a grand jury indictment 
revealed Monday, Kelly Renee 
Turner, 41, also known as Kelly 
Gant, was charged with 13 crimi¬ 
nal counts that included child 
abuse, theft and charitable fraud 
in the death of Olivia Gant in 
2017. 

The indictment alleges Turner 
caused Olivia Gant’s 2017 death, 
not the multiple illnesses that the 
mother claimed the girl had and 
that prompted publicized ride- 
alongs with police and fire crews. 


The Make-A-Wish Foundation, 
which grants wishes to criti¬ 
cally ill children, also paid about 
$11,000 for a “bat princess” cos¬ 
tume party for her. 

Turner was arrested Friday 
at a Denver-area hotel and held 
without bond, the Douglas Coun¬ 
ty Sheriff’s Office said. It is not 
clear if she has an attorney who 
could speak on her behalf 

Olivia’s actual cause of death 
was not immediately clear. It was 
originally attributed to intestinal 
failure, according to the indict¬ 
ment issued Thursday and first 
reported Monday by KUSA-TV. 

Her body was exhumed last 
year, and an autopsy found no 
physical evidence of that illness 
or other conditions that Turner 
claimed the girl suffered, includ¬ 
ing seizure disorder and a buildup 
of fluid in cavities deep within the 
brain. Olivia’s death is now listed 


as undetermined. 

Investigators say Olivia had 
been using a feeding tube and 
was admitted in July 2017 to 
Children’s Hospital Colorado, 
where doc¬ 
tors said her 
nutrition was 
deficient. 

One doc¬ 
tor told in¬ 
vestigators 
that Turner 
wanted to 
withdraw all 
medical care 
and artificial 
feeding for 
her daughter because her quality 
of life was so bad. He said she in¬ 
sisted that he sign a “do not resus¬ 
citate” order for her daughter. 

Doctors had said Olivia 
wouldn’t be able to survive on IV 
nutrition, and Turner was given 


the option of taking her home on 
hospice care, according to the in¬ 
dictment. Olivia died a few weeks 
later. 

Several doctors who were in¬ 
terviewed said Olivia did not 
have a terminal condition. The 
girl started getting treatment at 
the hospital in 2013 after moving 
from Texas, where Turner’s hus¬ 
band stayed behind. 

The investigation into Olivia’s 
death began after doctors at the 
hospital became suspicious last 
year after Turner brought in 
her older daughter because of 
“bone pain,” according to the 
indictment. 

During an interview, investiga¬ 
tors said Turner spontaneously 
brought up Munchausen syn¬ 
drome by proxy, a psychological 
disorder in which parents or care¬ 
givers seek attention from the 
illness of their children or depen¬ 


dents and sometimes cause them 
injuries that require attention. 

“That has never been my case, 
like at all, whatsoever,” she said 
in the interview. 

During the investigation, au¬ 
thorities separated Turner from 
her older daughter to see if the 
girl would still report the same 
symptoms. The daughter has not 
had any additional medical prob¬ 
lems or complaints of pain since 
October 2018, the indictment 
said. It’s not immediately clear 
how old the girl is or whom she 
lives with now. 

The daughters were ensured by 
Medicaid, and Turner is accused 
of fraudulently obtaining about 
$539,000 worth of care from the 
government-funded program. 

Children’s Hospital Colorado 
issued a statement saying it de¬ 
clined to comment to avoid com¬ 
promising the case. 



Turner 



















Page 12 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Wednesday, October 23,2019 


NATION _ 

Calif, woman facing prison for spiked CBD vapes 


By Holbrook Mohr 

Associated Press 

CARLSBAD, Calif. — Some of 
the people rushing to emergency 
rooms thought the CBD vape they 
inhaled would help like a gentle 
medicine. Others puffed it for 
fun. 

What the vapors delivered 
instead was a jolt of synthetic 
marijuana, and with it an intense 
high of hallucinations and even 
seizures. 

More than 50 people around 
Salt Lake City had been poisoned 
by the time the outbreak ended 
early last year, most by a vape 
called Yolo — the acronym for 
“you only live once.” 

In recent months, hundreds of 
vape users have developed mys¬ 
terious lung illnesses, and more 
than 30 have died. Yolo was dif¬ 
ferent. Users knew immediately 
something was wrong. 

Who was responsible for Yolo? 
Public health officials and crimi¬ 
nal investigators couldn’t figure 


that out. Just as it seemed to ap¬ 
pear from nowhere, Yolo faded 
away with little trace. 

As part of an investigation into 
the illegal spiking of CBD vapes 
that are not supposed to have any 
psychoactive effect at all. The As¬ 
sociated Press sought to under¬ 
stand the story behind Yolo. 

The trail led to a Southern 
California beach town and an en¬ 
trepreneur whose vaping habit 
prompted a career change that 
took her from Hollywood parties 
to federal court in Manhattan. 

When Janell Thompson moved 
from Utah to the San Diego area 
in 2010, the roommate she found 
online also vaped. Thompson 
had a background in financial 
services and the two decided to 
turn their shared interest into a 
business, founding an e-cigarette 
company called Hookahzz. 

There were early successes. 
Thompson and her partner hand¬ 
ed out Hookahzz products at an 
Emmy Awards pre-party, and 


their CBD vapes were included in 
Oscar nominee gift bags in 2014. 
In a video shot at a trade show, an 
industry insider described the two 
women as “the divas of CBD.” 

Indeed, Hookahzz was among 
the first companies to sell vapes 
that delivered CBD, as the canna¬ 
bis extract cannabidiol is known. 
Now a popular ingredient in prod¬ 
ucts from skin creams to gummy 
bears, cannabidiol was at that 
time little known and illegal in 
some states. 

The partners started other 
brands that offered CBD capsules 
and edibles, as well as products 
for pets. Part of Thompson’s pitch 
was that CBD helped treat her 
dog’s tumors. 

By autumn 2017, Thompson 
and her partner formed another 
company, Mathco Health Corp. 
Within a few months, Yolo spiked 
with synthetic marijuana — com¬ 
monly known as K2 or spice — 
began appearing on store shelves 
around Salt Lake City. 


Synthetic marijuana is man¬ 
made and can be manufactured 
for a fraction of the price of CBD, 
which is typically extracted from 
industrial hemp that must be 
farmed. 

Samples tested at Utah labs 
showed Yolo contained a synthet¬ 
ic marijuana blamed for at least 
11 deaths in Europe — and no 
CBD at all. 

Authorities believed that some 
people sought out Yolo because 
they wanted to get high, while 
others unwittingly ingested a 
dangerous drug. What authorities 
didn’t understand was its source. 

Investigators with Utah’s State 
Bureau of Investigation visited 
vape stores that sold Yolo, but no¬ 
body would talk. The packaging 
provided no contact information. 

In the end, it wasn’t the syn¬ 
thetic marijuana compound in 
Yolo from Utah that caught up 
with Thompson. It was another 
kind of synthetic added to differ¬ 
ent brands. 

By the time of the Utah poi¬ 


sonings, vapes labeled as Black 
Magic and Black Diamond had 
sickened more than 40 people in 
North Carolina, including high 
school students and military 
service members. Investigators 
were able to connect Thompson 
to that outbreak in part based on 
a guilty plea from the distributor 
of the spiked vapes, who said a 
woman that authorities identified 
as Thompson supplied the liquid 
that went into them. 

Prosecutors also linked her 
to dealers charged in New York, 
where she pleaded guilty last 
month to conspiracy to distrib¬ 
ute synthetic marijuana and a 
money-laundering charge. The 
only brand federal prosecutors 
cited was Yolo. 

US. Attorney Geoffrey Berman 
called Thompson a “drug traf¬ 
ficker” who used JK Wholesale to 
distribute “massive quantities” of 
synthetic marijuana as far back 
as 2014. She faces up to 40 years 
in prison. 


Meet the uber-rich who 
encourage a wealth tax 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


A car leaves a Shell station after getting gas in Sacramento, Calif., where the governor 
has asked for an investigation into why the state’s gas prices are so high. 

Calif, governor wants investigation into 
state’s high gas prices following report 


By Josh Boak 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — When the grand 
vacation homes of Newport Beach were 
empty on a beautiful Memorial Day week¬ 
end, Molly Munger decided it was time for 
the US. to consider taxing wealth. 

As her family’s boat moved through the 
harbor a few years ago, Munger, whose fa¬ 
ther is a billionaire investor, saw that many 
of her neighbors’ houses were sitting dark 
and vacant. She knew why: The owners 
now controlled enough money to holiday at 
one of their several other luxury homes. It 
didn’t sit right, she said. 

“It’s just too much to watch that happen 
at the top and see what is happening at the 
bottom,” said Munger, 71, a California civil 
rights lawyer whose father, Charlie, built 
his fortune as vice chairman of Warren 
Buffett’s firm, Berkshire Hathaway. “Isn’t 
it a waste when beautiful homes on the 
beach are empty for most of the summer?” 

Munger is now among a handful of bil¬ 
lionaires and multimillionaires making a 
renewed push for the government to raise 
their taxes and siphon away some of their 
holdings. As Democratic presidential can¬ 
didates debate a new tax on wealth rather 
than on incomes, this group of uber-rich 
people is urging them on. 

“I believe in free markets. I’m the daugh¬ 
ter of a capitalist. But not Darwin-like free, 
unregulated and red in tooth and claw,” 
Munger said. 

The chief argument from these tycoons, 
financiers and scions is that the govern¬ 
ment could spend their money more ef¬ 
fectively than they could on their own by 
improving schools, upgrading infrastruc¬ 
ture and protecting the environment. It 
challenges a long-standing belief among 
many politicians and economists that 
lower taxes on corporations and invest¬ 
ment incomes are the most efficient way 
to deliver growth and spread wealth down 
the income ladder. 

The idea also is a direct challenge to the 
reputed billionaire in the White House, 


President Donald Trump, who once backed 
a wealth tax but in 2017 enacted a dramatic 
tax cut that favored the rich. 

Twenty people, including one who re¬ 
mained anonymous, signed on to a letter 
this past summer essentially asking to be 
taxed more. The group included financier 
George Soros, Facebook co-founder Chris 
Hughes and heiress Abigail Disney and 
others often involved in liberal causes. Bill 
Gates, the world’s second-richest person, 
didn’t sign it but has since said he “wouldn’t 
be against a wealth tax” on a net worth that 
roughly exceeds $100 billion. 

While Democrats have long pushed for 
higher taxes on the top income tiers, the 
current debate goes further — whether to 
impose annual taxes on what people own, 
not just on what they earn. 

Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren 
has endorsed a wealth tax on holdings above 
$50 million that could potentially raise as 
much as $2.75 trillion over 10 years. Ver¬ 
mont Sen. Bernie Sanders’ tax would start 
at $32 million. At last week’s presidential 
debate. South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete But- 
tigieg, Minnesota Sen. Amy Klobuchar 
and former Texas Rep. Beto O’Rourke ex¬ 
pressed openness to levying a wealth tax, 
while Tom Steyer argued for higher taxes 
on his own $1.6 billion fortune. 

There were some detractors. Tech en¬ 
trepreneur Andrew Yang argues wealth 
taxes in other nations have failed to raise 
enough revenues. Former Vice President 
Joe Biden criticized the Warren and Sand¬ 
ers plans as “demonizing wealth” and ar¬ 
gued instead for focusing on income taxes 
and raising the rates charged on earnings 
from investments. 

Larry Summers, the former Treasury 
secretary and Harvard University presi¬ 
dent, argues a wealth tax is essentially 
unworkable. The richest Americans would 
find ways to avoid it, making it difficult to 
implement and unlikely to break the hold 
on politics by powerful companies and rich 
donors, he said Friday at a panel on wealth 
taxes at the Peterson Institute for Interna¬ 
tional Economics in Washington. 


By Adam Beam 
Associated Press 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. — California’s 
governor has asked the attorney general to 
investigate why the state’s gas prices are 
so high, pointing to a new report suggest¬ 
ing big oil companies are “misleading and 
overcharging customers” by as much as $1 
per gallon. 

Name brand retailers — including 76, 
Chevron and Shell — often charge more 
because they say their gasoline is of higher 
quality. But a new analysis from the Califor¬ 
nia Energy Commission could not explain 
the price difference, concluding “there is 
no apparent difference in the quality of 
gasoline at retail outlets in the state.” 

The commission said California drivers 
paid an average of 30 cents more per gal¬ 
lon in 2018, with the difference getting as 
high as $1 per gallon in April of this year. 
The result is California drivers paid an ad¬ 
ditional $11.6 billion at the pump over the 
last five years. 

“There is no identifiable evidence to jus¬ 
tify these premium prices,” Newsom wrote 


in a letter to Attorney General Xavier 
Becerra. “If oil companies are engaging 
in false advertising or price fixing, then 
legal action should be taken to protect the 
public.” 

Becerra’s office said in an email it had 
received Newsom’s request and “will han¬ 
dle it accordingly.” 

The California Energy Commission said 
it “does not have any evidence that gaso¬ 
line retailers fixed prices or engaged in 
false advertising.” But it said the industry 
did not provide any proof that its gasoline 
was better than what the state requires all 
retailers to sell. 

Catherine Reheis-Boyd, president of the 
Western States Petroleum Association, 
said the industry trade group is reviewing 
the report. But she said it was important to 
note that California’s fuel taxes and stan¬ 
dards, which are more strict than other 
states, account for the first $1.07 per gallon 
at the pump. 

“Everyone has to have a seat at the table 
to ensure policies provide adequate, afford¬ 
able, reliable energy to the communities 
we serve,” she said. 
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Historic 1946 case 
spotlights sealed 
grand jury records 



David Goldivian/AP 


A bridge that spans the Apalachee River at Moore’s Ford Road in Monroe, Ga., where in 1946 two 
young black couples were stopped by a white mob who dragged them to the riverbank and shot them. 


By Kate Brumback 
Associated Press 

ATLANTA — A historian’s 
quest for the truth about a grue¬ 
some mob lynching of two black 
couples is prompting a U.S. ap¬ 
peals court to consider whether 
federal judges can order grand 
jury records unsealed in de¬ 
cades-old cases with historical 
significance. 

The young black sharecroppers 
were being driven along a rural 
road in the summer of 1946 when 
they were stopped by a white mob 
beside the Apalachee River, just 
over 50 miles east of Atlanta. The 
mob dragged them out, led them 
to the riverbank and shot them 
multiple times. 

For months, the FBI investigat¬ 
ed, and more than 100 people re¬ 
portedly testified before a grand 
jury, but no one was ever indicted 
in the deaths of Roger and Doro¬ 
thy Malcom and George and Mae 
Murray Dorsey at Moore’s Ford 
Bridge in Walton County. 

Historian Anthony Pitch wrote 
a book about the killings — “The 
Last Lynching: How a Gruesome 
Mass Murder Rocked a Small 
Georgia Town” — and continued 
his research after its 2016 pub¬ 
lication. He learned transcripts 
from the grand jury proceedings, 
thought destroyed, were stored 


by the National Archives. 

Heeding Pitch’s request, a fed¬ 
eral judge in 2017 ordered the 
records unsealed. The U.S. De¬ 
partment of Justice appealed, ar¬ 
guing grand jury proceedings are 
secret and should remain sealed. 

A three-judge panel of the 11th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
in February ruled 2-1 to uphold 
the lower court’s order. The full 
court voted to rehear the case and 
was set to hear oral arguments 
Tuesday. 

Pitch, 80, died just two weeks 
after the announcement that the 
case would be reheard. His wife, 
Marion Pitch, has taken her hus¬ 
band’s place in the case. Pitch’s 
family also approached Laura 
Wexler, who wrote another book 
about the lynching, for help com¬ 
pleting his work, and she joined 
the case. 

In 1946, Roger Malcom, 24, 
was jailed after stabbing and 
gravely injuring a white man dur¬ 
ing an argument. A white farmer, 
Loy Harrison, paid $600 to bail 
Malcom out on July 25 of that 
year. Harrison later said he was 
ambushed by a mob as he drove 
the four home. 

Harrison, who is identified in an 
FBI report as a former Ku Klux 
Klansman and well-known boot¬ 
legger, told authorities he didn’t 
recognize anyone in the mob. 


The investigation has been re¬ 
opened and closed several times 
since a grand jury failed to indict 
anyone in December 1946. Stu¬ 
dents, researchers and activists 
have all tried to crack the case. 

Rules governing grand jury 
secrecy include exceptions when 
records may be released. A 1984 
ruling in the 11th Circuit, which 
set binding precedent, says judg¬ 
es may order their disclosure in 
“exceptional circumstances.” 

The historical significance in 
this case qualifies. Judge Charles 
Wilson wrote in the panel’s major¬ 
ity opinion. He added that enough 
time has passed that witnesses, 
suspects or their immediate fam¬ 
ily members likely aren’t alive 
to be intimidated, persecuted or 
arrested. 

Concurring, Judge Adalberto 
Jordan agreed that the lower 


court’s ruling should be upheld 
because of the binding precedent. 
But Jordan said he would have 
decided the 1984 case differently. 
Allowing judges to use inherent 
authority to go beyond the defined 
exceptions to grand jury secrecy 
seems too open-ended, he wrote. 

U.S. District Judge James Gra¬ 
ham, of Ohio, also serving on the 
panel, dissented. He argued that 
“judges should not be so bold as to 
grant themselves the authority to 
decide that the historical signifi¬ 
cance exception should exist and 
what the criteria should be.” 

He also worried people alive 
today could see their reputations 
harmed if the records reveal their 
relative “was a suspect, a witness 
who equivocated or was uncoop¬ 
erative, a member of the grand 
jury which refused to indict or a 
person whose name was identi¬ 


fied as a Klan member.” 

The full 12-judge appeals court 
was scheduled to hear Tuesday’s 
arguments. Specifically, the 
judges asked the lawyers whether 
they should overturn the 1984 
precedent. Additionally, they 
asked if federal judges can grant 
disclosures beyond the defined 
exceptions, and if “historical sig¬ 
nificance” an adequate reason. 

Pitch’s lawyer, Joseph Bell, ar¬ 
gued in a court filing that the 1984 
precedent shouldn’t be overruled 
because it acknowledges the need 
for “exceptional circumstances.” 

“The historical importance and 
age of the case, lack of indictment 
after over seventy years and the 
fact that other historically sig¬ 
nificant grand jury records have 
been released all support the re¬ 
lease of the records,” Bell wrote. 


Affordable housing among striking Chicago teachers’ demands 


Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Striking Chicago teachers 
who are seeking smaller class sizes and 
higher pay also are demanding that the 
nation’s third-largest city do more to lower 
housing costs and put more resources into 
helping homeless students. 

The demand for affordable housing city¬ 
wide — for students and their financially 
strapped families as well as for school em¬ 
ployees — stands as a dramatic example of 


organized labor’s effort to expand bargain¬ 
ing beyond bread-and-butter issues. 

The pursuit is part of the union’s “social 
justice” agenda and is a unique departure 
from standard negotiating tactics. Despite 
early rejection by city officials, teachers 
argue that the issue belongs on the bar¬ 
gaining table. 

After months of negotiating, the Chicago 
Teachers Union’s 25,000 members began 
striking Thursday along with thousands of 
support staff. 


Talks that continued through the week¬ 
end and into Monday made some prog¬ 
ress but didn’t resolve key disagreements, 
including teachers’ demands for stricter 
class size limits and more support staff in 
schools, and classes remained canceled for 
more than 300,000 students. 

The union on Monday also flatly rejected 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot’s request to return to 
classrooms while contract talks continue. 

Neither side has spoken publicly about 
any discussion of the affordable housing 


issue during bargaining sessions. But the 
union has made clear that the issue is an 
important one for its membership. 

Chicago is certainly not the only U.S. 
city where the issue of affordable housing 
for teachers and other school employees is 
significant. But Robert Bruno, a professor 
of labor and employment at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, said he 
doesn’t know of any other cities in which 
the issue has pushed its way into contract 
negotiations. 


Distinctive accent on torture video leads Alaska police to suspect 


Associated Press 

ANCHORAGE, Alaska — The 
suspect in a torture killing in 
Alaska’s biggest city ended up 
leading police right to him, first 
by his losing a digital memory 
card labeled “Homicide at Mid¬ 
town Marriott” that contained 
video of the dying woman. 

Then came an even more in¬ 
nocuous blunder: He spoke on the 
tape in his distinctive, very un- 
Alaska accent. 

When a woman found the 
memory card on the street and 


turned it over to police, what de¬ 
tectives saw was horrific. At one 
point, the suspect complained to 
the victim, whose face was swol¬ 
len and bloodied, “My hand’s get¬ 
ting tired.” He then stomped her 
throat with his right foot. 

Amid the footage was a clue. 
The man spoke in an “English- 
sounding accent,” and detectives 
recalled Brian Steven Smith, 48, 
a South African, from another in¬ 
vestigation, the details of which 
they have not disclosed. 

They arrested Smith, who has 
pleaded not guilty to the Septem¬ 


ber killing 
of Kathleen 
Henry, 30, an 
Alaska Na¬ 
tive woman. 
During his 
interroga¬ 
tion, police 
say he con¬ 
fessed to 
shooting an¬ 
other Alaska 

Native woman. 

Anchorage has a diverse pop¬ 
ulation — more than 200 lan¬ 
guages are spoken in the school 


system — and it’s not uncommon 
to hear Russian, Yupik or Hmong 
accents. 

But South African accents 
aren’t common, certainly not 
after the summer tourist season. 
Just a fraction of the city’s for¬ 
eign-born population comes from 
Africa, according to the U.S. Cen¬ 
sus Bureau. 

Authorities identified the sec¬ 
ond victim as Veronica Abouchuk, 
who was 52 when her family re¬ 
ported her missing in February. 
The family last saw her in July 
2018, police said. 


Smith told police where he left 
Abouchuk’s body. It was in an 
area near where state troopers 
recovered a skull with a bullet 
wound earlier this year. 

He pleaded not guilty to a 
second set of charges in court 
Monday, and bail was set at $2 
million. 

If convicted and found to have 
committed substantial torture in 
the Henry case, he will be sen¬ 
tenced to a mandatory 99 years. 
Alaska doesn’t have the death 
penalty. 
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Ga. county's ordeal shows perils of ransomware 



SuDHiN Thanawala/AP 


County Sheriff Janis Mangum stands in a control room at the county jail in Jefferson, Ga., in September. 
A ransomware attack in March took down the office’s computer system, forcing deputies to handwrite 
incident reports and arrest bookings. 


By Sudhin Thanawala 
Associated Press 

JEFFERSON, Ga. — On the 
first Saturday in March, com¬ 
puter screens at the 911 dispatch 
center in this small town went 
dark. 

Staff at the county jail around 
the same time could no longer 
open cell doors remotely with 
electronic controls, and sheriff’s 
deputies lost the use of their lap¬ 
tops to look up license plates. 

Jackson County was under a 
ransomware attack. 

“It really crippled us as far as 
just made it harder for our folks 
to work and do their jobs,” Sheriff 
Janis Mangum said. 

Ransomware attacks have 
taken out computer systems at 
law enforcement agencies and 
local governments around the 
country in recent years, forcing 
them to revert to pen and paper 
for tasks typically done in an in¬ 
stant on computers. 

Ransomware renders files in¬ 
accessible unless a computer user 
pays thieves to release them. 

The attacks have slowed com¬ 
merce by making electronic 
copies of real estate records inac¬ 
cessible and taking down online 
payment features. 

They can also endanger peo¬ 
ple when they affect critical law 
enforcement systems or school 
security. 

Officials at Flagstaff Unified 
School District in Arizona closed 
schools for two days in September 
after ransomware forced them 
to disconnect from the internet, 
taking down security and infor¬ 
mation systems. The move dis¬ 
abled badge scanners that control 
building access and prevented 
administrators from retrieving 


computerized lists of student 
medications, said district spokes¬ 
man Zachery Fountain. 

Baltimore in 2018 and Riviera 
Beach, Fla., earlier this year also 
lost 911 dispatch functions. 

In July, a ransomware attack 
forced the Georgia Department 
of Public Safety to shut down 
laptops that troopers use in their 
patrol cars to monitor emergen¬ 
cies and prepare traffic citations, 
Lt. Stephanie Stallings said. They 
had to write tickets by hand. 

Law enforcement officials and 
cybersecurity experts said they 
were not aware of ransomware 
causing delays that led to death or 


serious injury. 

Officials in Jackson County in¬ 
sisted they were able to find ways 
to work around the attack. But 
details they provided show that 
it made law enforcement officers 
more vulnerable and could have 
hindered emergency responses in 
the rural county of about 70,000 
people northeast of Atlanta. 

On a tour of the sprawling jail 
on a recent morning, the sheriff 
pointed out a central command 
system that allows staff to moni¬ 
tor inmates and remotely open 
their cells. Mangum also stopped 
at a videoconferencing system 
that lets inmates talk to family 


from their cell blocks. 

Both went down during the at¬ 
tack, requiring guards to go into 
cell blocks to open doors and es¬ 
cort inmates to family visits. The 
additional contact increases the 
risk to guards. 

“We don’t like to do a lot of in¬ 
mate movement,” she said. 

At the 911 center next door, 
dispatchers lost the computers 
that allow them to enter calls and 
monitor the locations of available 
emergency responders. 

Dispatchers, instead, took notes 
by hand and relied on printed 
maps of the county and paper 
logs to keep track of emergen¬ 


cy responders in the field, said 
LouAnn David, the county’s E- 
911 director. 

“It’s a little bit more difficult 
to see who you’ve actually sent 
somewhere, so that you know 
who’s available,” she said. “It’s a 
lot to keep up with.” 

The cybersecurity firm Secu- 
Lore Solutions has used news ac¬ 
counts to document nearly 400 
cyberattacks over the last two 
years against public safety agen¬ 
cies and local governments, more 
than a quarter of them involving 
ransomware. That’s likely a frac¬ 
tion of the actual number since 
smaller attacks that don’t affect 
services probably go unnoticed, 
said Tim Lorello, the company’s 
CEO. 

Other big cities that have faced 
ransomware attacks include At¬ 
lanta and Newark, N.J. Hackers 
targeted more than 20 local gov¬ 
ernments in Texas in a coordinat¬ 
ed attack in August that officials 
characterized as unprecedented 
in its size. 

“Public agencies are particu¬ 
larly attractive because they are 
24-7,” Lorello said. “A hacker 
thinks it’s more likely that that 
the agency will pay the ransom 
and try to get back online.” 

Jackson County paid $400,000 
to obtain a decryption code that 
allowed it to restore computer 
systems, county manager Kevin 
Poe said. 

Still, dispatchers were without 
computers for about two weeks, 
according to David. 

“It was very traumatic, very 
stressful,” she said. “We’re not a 
huge agency, so I can’t imagine 
how it would be for agencies that 
are so much bigger than we are. 
It would have to be a triple night¬ 
mare for them.” 


Men’s Shed offers retirees 
a ‘Boy Scouts for old guys’ 



Peter Cox, Minnesota Public Radio/AP 


Members of the Hopkins, Minn., Men’s Shed work on putting new hardware on 
cabinets at the Hopkins Activity Center on Sept. 26. 


By Peter Cox 

Minnesota Public Radio News 

HOPKINS, Minn. — When Phil Johnson 
retired a couple of years ago, he wondered 
what he might do with his time. 

“I remembered that my father really 
struggled with retirement after my mother 
had passed. He really had trouble just get¬ 
ting out of the house,” he said. 

That memory stuck out to him. So John¬ 
son began looking for activities for retired 
men. In an online search, he quickly found 
the Men’s Shed movement. 

It began in the mid-1990s in Australia, 
as people there tried to address growing 
concerns about isolation and depression 
among older men. They created the Men’s 
Shed movement, which brought groups of 
men together to work on projects, often 
in the backyard sheds of people’s homes, 
which is how the idea got its name. 

Johnson thought the idea would work 
here. 

“I read about Men’s Shed; it sounded 
great, terrific. Boy Scouts for old guys and 
just a lot of fun,” he told Minnesota Public 
Radio News. “Then I found out that there 
weren’t any in the United States, so I want¬ 


ed to get the organization going.” 

He put an ad in a local paper, men showed 
up and that was the start of the Hopkins 
Men’s Shed. 

The group met at the Hopkins Activity 
Center, but in its first few meetings, they 
didn’t really have much to work on. So the 
activity center staff put the group to work 
with tasks around the building. 

Since then, the group has worked on 
putting together shelving, gardening and 
painting. 

“We do programming for older adults 
and we were just enthused to be able to 
bring this group here, give these guys a 
place to hold their meetings, give resourc¬ 
es and ideas on projects, and keep them 
busy,” said Debbie Void, the assistant coor¬ 
dinator at the activity center. 

The group, which has about 30 members, 
meets every Thursday. About a dozen or so 
members show up at each meeting. They 
range in age from their early 60s to their 
mid-90s. 

“It has been a remarkably perfect fit for 
people our age,” said Chuck Claude, 88, of 
Hopkins. 

The Hopkins group has expanded to 


projects in and around the community. It 
has built benches and cleaned up parks for 
the city of Hopkins as well. 

Joe Holasek, the head of the Hopkins 
group, was among the first to join. 

“It’s a challenge because as we get older, 
our friends go away, we leave work, we lose 


those contacts. So I was looking for a way 
to keep in contact with different people, 
and it’s been fun,” he said. 

There are now about 900 Men’s Sheds 
around the world. Johnson is the head of 
the US. Men’s Shed Association, which in¬ 
cludes more than a dozen groups. 
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Canadian PM 
Trudeau wins 
a second term 



Kazuhiro Nogi, Pool/AP 


Japanese Emperor Naruhito attends the enthronement ceremony where he officially proclaims his 
ascension to the Chrysanthemum Throne at the Imperial Palace in Tokyo on Tuesday. 

Japanese Emperor Naruhito 
ascends Chrysanthemum Throne 


By Mari Yamaguchi 

Associated Press 

TOKYO — Three booming 
cheers of “Banzai!” rang out 
Tuesday at the Imperial Palace 
in Tokyo as Naruhito formally 
declared his ascension to the 
Chrysanthemum Throne as the 
nation’s 126th emperor. 

As a driving autumn rain 
briefly gave way to sunshine and 
2,000 guests looked on, Naruhito 
pledged at an elaborate, ritual¬ 
laden ceremony to serve as a 
symbol of the state for his people. 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe con¬ 
gratulated him and led the cheers 
of “Banzai,” which traditionally 
means “10,000 years.” 

The enthronement ceremony 
is the high point of several suc¬ 
cession rituals that began in 
May when Naruhito inherited 
the throne after the abdication 
of Akihito, his father. Naruhito 
leads the world’s oldest heredi¬ 
tary monarchy, which historians 
say goes back 1,500 years. 

The short ceremony, which 
some critics say was largely 
meant to allow Abe’s ultra-con¬ 


servative government to win 
public support, was marked by 
extraordinary contrasts, from 
the rhythmic shuffle of dozens 
of court dignitaries’ long, stiff, 
antiquated robes as they brushed 
over mats leading to the throne 
room to the thunder of cannon 
salutes reverberating through the 
palace. 

“I hereby proclaim my en¬ 
thronement to those at home and 
abroad,” Naruhito said. “I hereby 
swear that I will act according 
to the constitution and fulfill my 
responsibility as the symbol of 
the state and of the unity of the 
people of Japan, while always 
praying for the happiness of the 
people and the peace of the world 
as I stand with the people.” 

The ceremony began with the 
sound of a bell. Naruhito, wearing 
a formal brownish-orange robe 
that was dyed in sappanwood 
and Japanese wax tree bark and 
a black headdress decorated with 
an upright tail, then stood per¬ 
fectly still while a pair of black- 
robed chamberlains pulled aside 
and secured the purple curtains 
surrounding the throne. 


The throne, called “Takami- 
kura,” is a 21-foot-high decorative 
structure resembling a gazebo. It 
was taken apart in 3,000 pieces 
and transported last year from 
the former Imperial Palace in 
Japan’s ancient capital of Kyoto, 
where emperors lived until 150 
years ago, and reassembled 
and repaired with new lacquer 
coatings. 

Despite the time, effort and 
cost put into preparations, the 
ceremony lasted only about 30 
minutes. 

It was originally modeled after 
one by the ancient Tang dynasty 
of China and is the second of 
three ceremonies that follow the 
May succession. Next month sees 
the highly religious and divisive 
ritual of Daijosai, or the Great 
Thanksgiving. 

While the harvest ritual is an 
annual event that the emperor 
performs privately, the govern¬ 
ment funds the first one by a new 
emperor as part of the succession 
ceremony. A one-off shrine for 
the Nov. 14-15 ritual is being con¬ 
structed at the palace. 


By Rob Gillies 

Associated Press 

TORONTO — Prime Minis¬ 
ter Justin Trudeau won a second 
term in Canada’s national elec¬ 
tions Monday, losing the major¬ 
ity but delivering unexpectedly 
strong results despite having been 
weakened by a series of scandals 
that tarnished his image as a lib¬ 
eral icon. 

Trudeau’s Liberal party took 
the most seats in Parliament, 
giving it the best chance to form 
a government. However, falling 
short of a m^ority meant the Lib¬ 
erals would have to rely on an op¬ 
position party to pass legislation. 

“It’s not quite the same as 2015. 
It’s not all owing to the leader,” 
said Robert Bothwell, a professor 
of Canadian history and interna¬ 
tional relations at the University of 
Toronto. “Trudeau is prime min¬ 
ister because the rest of the party 
was able to pull itself together and 
prevail. While Trudeau certainly 
deserves credit for what has hap¬ 
pened, he’s really going to have 
to demonstrate qualities that he 
hasn’t yet shown.” 

Still, the results were a victory 
for Trudeau, whose clean-cut 
image took a hit after old photos 
of him in blackface and brown- 
face surfaced last month. 

“I’m surprised at how well 
Trudeau has done,” said Nel¬ 
son Wiseman, a political science 
professor at the University of To¬ 
ronto. “I don’t think anybody ex¬ 
pected Trudeau to get a majority, 
but they are not that far off” 

With results still trickling in 
early Tuesday, the Liberals had 
156 seats — 14 short of the 170 
needed for a majority in the 338- 
seat House of Commons. 

“Tonight Canadians rejected 
division and negativity. They re¬ 
jected cuts and austerity. They 
elected a progressive agenda and 
strong action on climate change,” 
Trudeau said early Tuesday. 

His address to supporters 
came, unusually, as his Conser¬ 
vative rival, Andrew Scheer, had 



Paul Chiasson, The Canadian Press/AP 


Justin Trudeau takes the stage 
at Liberal election headquarters 
in Montreal on Tuesday after 
winning a second term as 
Canada’s prime minister. 

just begun speaking to his own 
supporters, forcing networks to 
tear away from Scheer’s speech. 
But the prime minister struck a 
conciliatory note. “To those who 
did not vote for us, know that we 
will work every single day for 
you, we will govern for everyone,” 
Trudeau said. 

The Canadian vote came down 
to what was essentially a choice 
between the handsome and char¬ 
ismatic Trudeau and Scheer, the 
Conservatives’ unassuming lead¬ 
er who was seen as the perfect 
antidote to Trudeau’s flash and 
celebrity. 

Trudeau reasserted liberalism 
in 2015 after almost 10 years of 
Conservative Party government 
in Canada, but scandals combined 
with high expectations damaged 
his prospects. 

Perhaps sensing Trudeau was 
in trouble, Barack Obama made 
an unprecedented endorsement 
by a former American president 
in urging Canadians to reelect 
Trudeau and saying the world 
needs his progressive leadership 
now. 

Trudeau, son of the liberal icon 
and late Prime Minister Pierre 
Trudeau, is one of the few re¬ 
maining progressive world lead¬ 
ers in the Trump era. 


UK police to interview diplomat’s wife in probe of car crash 


Associated Press 

LONDON — British police plan to travel 
to the US. to interview an American diplo¬ 
mat’s wife involved in a crash that killed a 
British teenager. 

Northamptonshire Police Chief Nick Ad- 
derley said Tuesday that officers will trav¬ 
el as soon as their visas are arranged. 

They plan to interview Anne Sacoolas 
about the crash that killed Harry Dunn, 
19, in August. 


His motorcycle collided with a car alleg¬ 
edly driven by Sacoolas outside a British 
air force base in southern England used by 
the US. military. 

Sacoolas left Britain shortly after the 
crash, though police released a statement 
saying she had previously told them she 
had no plans to depart. 

“Lawyers have clearly stated that the 
suspect wants to be personally interviewed 
by officers from Northamptonshire Police 
in order for them to see her and the devas¬ 


tation this has caused her and her family,” 
Adderley told a press conference. 

He did not use Sacoolas’ name but de¬ 
scribed her only as the suspect. He said 
she had turned down the offer of simply 
offering a prepared statement because she 
preferred an in-person interview. 

“We do understand from colleagues in 
the US. that the family is utterly devas¬ 
tated,” he said. 

President Donald Trump got involved 
last week when he met with Dunn’s par¬ 


ents, Charlotte Charles and Tim Dunn, 
and tried to arrange a White House meet¬ 
ing with Sacoolas without telling Dunn’s 
parents in advance of his plans. 

The family’s lawyer said the Dunn’s 
parents did not want a scripted White 
House meeting with Sacoolas but wanted 
her to return to Britain to answer police 
questions. 

Tim Dunn said Tuesday he is hopeful 
police can persuade Sacoolas to return to 
Britain. 
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Ebola survivor 
with motorbike 
helps ease fear 


Driver is a welcome collaborator for health 
workers who face community mistrust 


By Al-Hadji Kudra Maliro 

Associated Press 

BENI, Congo — When Ger¬ 
main Kalubenge gets a request 
for a ride on his motorcycle it can 
be a matter of life or death. The 
23-year-old is a survivor of the 
Ebola virus and often is the only 
driver his community trusts to 
help if someone suspects they are 
infected. 

“I wake up every day at 5 in the 
morning to ... wait for calls from 
suspected Ebola cases who do 
not like to take an ambulance,” 
he said. “In the community they 
are afraid of ambulances. They 
believe that in an ambulance, 
doctors will give them toxic injec¬ 
tions and they will die before ar¬ 
riving at the hospital.” 

Kalubenge is a rare motorcycle 
taxi driver who is also an Ebola 
survivor in eastern Congo, mak¬ 
ing him a welcome collaborator 
for health workers who have faced 
deep community mistrust during 
the second-deadliest Ebola out¬ 
break in history. More than 2,000 
people have died since August of 
last year, and the World Health 
Organization last week said the 
outbreak still warrants being 
classified as a global emergency, 
even as the number of confirmed 
cases has slowed. 


This is the first time Ebola 
has been confirmed in this part 
of Congo, and rumors quickly 
spread in Beni, an early epicen¬ 
ter of the outbreak, that the virus 
had been 


People 
need to 
know that 
doctors 
treat well, 
and I was 
well cared 
for. Ebola is 
not the end 
of life. After 
Ebola, there 
is life. ^ 


imported 
to kill the 
population. 
The com¬ 
munity has 
been trau¬ 
matized 
by years 
of deadly 
rebel at¬ 
tacks and 
is wary of 
authorities, 
blaming 
them for 
the inse¬ 
curity that 


Germain has killed 
Kalubenge nearly 
Ebola survivor 2,000 peo¬ 
ple since 


late 2014. 

Gaining people’s trust has been 
a constant challenge for health 
workers. 

Imagine that you are run¬ 
ning a fever and you see a dozen 
jeeps carrying doctors wearing 
head-to-toe protective gear, said 
Muhindo Soli, a young man who 
was arrested earlier this year 



Al-hadji Kudra Maliro/AP 


Motorcycle taxi driver Germain Kalubenge, an Ebola survivor, transports a woman whose 5-year-old 
daughter had a fever and was vomiting to an Ebola transit center where potential cases are evaluated in 
Beni, Congo, in August. 


for throwing stones at Ebola re¬ 
sponders’ vehicles. “That would 
scare me,” he said, adding that 
some young people refuse to let 
patients be taken away. 

Soli called on Ebola responders 
to stop working with military and 
police escorts, which he said only 
heightens tensions, “One wonders 
why the people who come to treat 
us come with soldiers,” he said. 

Dr. Muhindo Muyisa, who 
leads the response to Ebola alerts 
in Beni, said they have received 
more than 150 alerts daily about 
potential cases. They have inter¬ 
vened more than 90% of the time, 
sending an ambulance or other 
vehicle, when people refuse to go 
to centers where testing is done 
for the virus, Muyisa said. 

Kalubenge, who as a survivor 
is immune to Ebola, saw the com¬ 
munity resistance and decided to 
help. At times he has taken about 


10 people a day to the Ebola cen¬ 
ters after surviving the virus last 
year. 

He and his motorcycle are 
sprayed with chlorine each time 
he arrives. 

One day in August, he received 
a call from a parent whose 5-year- 
old had a fever and was vomiting. 
His first step was to persuade 
the mother to allow her child to 
go to the center for testing. The 
symptoms were similar to those 
of other diseases common in the 
area such as malaria, which can 
add to people’s hesitation about 
Ebola. In the end the child was 
found to have malaria. 

Kalubenge makes sure to tell 
potential patients his own Ebola 
story and says they will only get 
better if they go to a center to be 
checked. 

Riding with him draws far 
less attention than an ambulance 
would. People like to ride a mo¬ 


torcycle “to avoid neighbors’ cu¬ 
riosity,” he said. 

Kalubenge is the only good link 
between the Ebola centers and 
the population, said Beni resident 
Sammy Misonia, who met the 
driver during a community ques- 
tion-and-answer session with 
Ebola survivors. 

“There are too many rumors 
that make people afraid to go,” 
Misonia said. “With this initia¬ 
tive, people will always agree to 
go because we now see someone 
who has come out of the treat¬ 
ment center alive.” 

Kalubenge said he is happy 
to help give people hope — even 
when some riders vomit on him 
during the journey. 

“People need to know that doc¬ 
tors treat well, and I was well 
cared for,” he said. “Ebola is not 
the end of life. After Ebola, there 
is life.” 


UK’s Johnson says he’ll pull Brexit bill if lawmakers force delay 


By Jill Lawless 

AND DaNICA KiRKA 
Associated Press 

LONDON — British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson was headed for a showdown 
Tuesday with lawmakers who want to put 
the brakes on his drive to push his Europe¬ 
an Union divorce bill through the House of 
Commons in just three days and take Brit¬ 
ain out of the European Union by Oct. 31. 

Johnson said that if Parliament imposes 
a longer timetable and “decides to delay ev¬ 
erything until January or possibly longer,” 
he will withdraw the bill and call a vote on 
holding a snap general election. 

“I will in no way allow months more of 
this,” said Johnson, who took power in July 
vowing that the UK. will leave the EU on 
Oct. 31, come what may. His only hope of 
doing that is to pass the Brexit-implement- 
ing bill through Britain’s fractious Parlia¬ 
ment before then. 

Johnson’s announcement piles pressure 
on lawmakers as they consider whether 
to approve the government’s legislation, 
which would finally take Britain out of the 


EU — more than three years after voters 
opted to leave the bloc. 

The bill faced two votes Tuesday, with 
lawmakers first being asked to approve it 
in principle, followed by a vote on the gov¬ 
ernment’s schedule for debate and possible 
amendments. 

Johnson said backing the bill would 
allow lawmakers to “turn the page and 
allow this Parliament and this country to 
begin to heal and unite.” 

While many analysts expect the bill to 
be approved, lawmakers may reject the 
three-day timetable because of concerns 
it doesn’t provide enough time for scrutiny 
of the 115-page document, which sets out 
the terms of Britain’s departure from the 
28-nation bloc. 

M^or bills usually take weeks or months 
to pass through Parliament, giving time for 
line-by-line scrutiny by lawmakers. 

Ominously for the government, some 
lawmakers who support the Brexit deal 
said they would vote against the short 
timetable. 

“Unless you are prepared to contem¬ 


plate more expansive debate, there is not 
the slightest possibility of considering the 
deal that has been obtained within the time 
available,” Ken Clarke, a senior lawmaker 
recently ousted from Johnson’s Conserva¬ 
tive Party group in Parliament, told the 
Guardian newspaper. 

The showdown comes just nine days 
before Britain’s scheduled departure 
date. Johnson’s government had sought a 
“straight up-and-down vote” Monday on 
the agreement he struck last week with the 
27 other EU nations laying out the terms of 
Britain’s exit. 

But the speaker of the House of Com¬ 
mons, John Bercow, refused to allow it 
because lawmakers voted to delay approv¬ 
ing the Brexit deal Saturday, and parlia¬ 
mentary rules bar the same measure from 
being considered a second time during a 
session of Parliament unless something 
has changed. 

Bercow’s ruling plunged the tortuous 
Brexit process back into grimly familiar 
territory: acrimonious uncertainty. 

Johnson’s Conservatives hold just 288 


of the 650 House of Commons seats, so he 
will need support from opposition and in¬ 
dependent lawmakers to pass the bill — if, 
that is. Parliament approves the timetable. 

Opposition lawmakers plan to seek 
amendments that could substantially alter 
the bill, for example by adding a require¬ 
ment that the Brexit deal be put to voters 
in a new referendum, or by requiring the 
government to extend the transition peri¬ 
od until a new trade deal with the EU has 
been agreed. 

The government says such mqjor amend¬ 
ments would wreck its legislation and it 
will withdraw the bill if the opposition plan 
succeeds. 

With the Brexit deadline looming and 
British politicians still squabbling over 
the country’s departure terms, Johnson 
has been forced to ask the EU for a three- 
month delay to Britain’s departure date. 

He did that, grudgingly, to comply with 
a law passed by Parliament ordering the 
government to postpone Brexit rather than 
risk the economic damage that could come 
from a no-deal exit. 
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It’s their turn 


Pat Thompson, left, and Tim Fogle, with Daviess County Pork Producers, turn pork burgers on the grill during the annual Apple Festival at 
Reid’s Orchard in Owensboro, Ky., on Saturday. 

THE CENSUS 


$1M 


The “value” of supposed legal tender police in Scran¬ 
ton, Pa., said the buyer of an iPhone gave to the seller 
in their transaction. Police said Alexis Brown agreed to 
sell her used iPhone 6S for $100 to a buyer she met 
online. When the buyer handed Brown a roll of bills, she 
gave him the phone and he walked away. The Scranton Times-Tribune reported 
the roll contained two $1 bills, one $10 bill and a phony $1 million bill. Brown told 
her girlfriend, Bonnie Wolo, about the fake bill and Wolo tracked the buyer down. 
When she tried to grab the phone, he punched her in the face before running off. 


Authorities capture 
‘habitual runaway’ emu 

H/l Kl FOLEY—Authorities 
I w 1 in central Minnesota 
said a missing emu described as 
a “habitual runaway” was caught 
after being on the lam for a day. 

The Benton County Sheriffs 
Office said in a Facebook post 
Sunday night that the “fugitive 
emu” was located and released to 
his owner. 

The big bird went missing from 
the Foley area on Saturday night. 
Foley is about 70 miles northwest 
of Minneapolis. 

3 kids, 245 animals 
removed from home 

PI EDGEWATER —Police 
r L said they removed three 
children and 245 animals from 
a Florida home following a well¬ 
ness check. 

Edgewater police said in a news 
release that it was “immediately 
evident neither the children, nor 
the animals were being cared for 
properly” when officers arrived 
at the home Sunday. 

Police said the children, ages 8, 
9 and 10, were living at the home 
with three adults. Investigators 
found rotting food, animal feces 
and urine throughout the home, 
and a dead guinea pig in a cage. 

The Daytona Beach News- 
Journal reported the adults will 
be charged with three counts of 
child abuse and 66 counts of ani¬ 
mal cruelty. State officials placed 
the children with relatives. 

Woman fired for video 
denied unemployment 

n A PHILADELPHIA — A 
Pennsylvania court 
has ruled that a woman fired for 
showing a video of naked men to 
co-workers isn’t eligible for un¬ 
employment compensation. 

A Commonwealth Court panel 
found that while the video was 
meant as a joke, Sharon Ro¬ 
driguez violated policies at the 
Philadelphia-based clothing firm 
where she worked. 

The judges noted Rodriguez 
was off-duty when she sent the 
video via text to a co-worker in 
March 2018, but she also dis¬ 
cussed the video at work with an¬ 
other colleague and played it for 
her when asked. The second co¬ 
worker reported Rodriguez to a 
manager, leading to her firing. 

An unemployment compensa¬ 
tion referee initially sided with 
Rodriguez but was overruled by 
the state Unemployment Com¬ 
pensation Board of Review. 

Teacher charged with 
mistreating student 

STATESVILLE — A 
North Carolina teacher 
is accused of putting a disabled 
student in a trash can. 

News outlets reported Robin 
Johnson, 51, was arrested Thurs¬ 
day on charges of misdemeanor 
assault on a disabled person. 

Iredell County deputies said a 
therapist reported the allegations 
after speaking with children who 
accused Johnson of putting them 
in trash or recycling bins during 
the past two school years. 


A sheriffs office statement says 
evidence indicates that Johnson 
put a disabled Cloverleaf Elemen¬ 
tary student in a trash can at least 
twice. 

The Iredell-Statesville School 
District said Johnson is suspend¬ 
ed with pay pending an internal 
investigation. 

General store gets new 
life after renovation 

H/l O POOLESVILLE — 
I w I For nearly a decade, 
Montgomery County’s longest- 
running general store has sat 
quiet and empty. 

But the 118-year-old store will 
soon be granted a new life. 

After a year of work and $1 
million in historic renovations, 
plus an accidental archaeologi¬ 
cal discovery, county officials are 
searching for a tenant to occupy 
one of the county’s most historic 
buildings, known for years as 
Poole’s General Store. 

On Saturday, the general store, 
now known as the Seneca Store, 
was open to the public for the first 
time in nearly a decade. Mont¬ 
gomery Parks officials said they 
hope the store will return to its 
roots as a community hub. 

Freshwater fish given 
endangered status 

TKI NASHVILLE — The 
I US. Fish and Wildlife 
Service has granted endangered 
species status to a Tennessee 
freshwater fish. 

The Center for Biological Di¬ 
versity said the nearly extinct 
Barrens topminnow was pro¬ 


posed for endangered species 
protection four decades ago. The 
fish is found only in central Ten¬ 
nessee in clear, spring-fed Bar¬ 
rens Plateau streams. 

The group said the species 
used to be found at 18 sites, but 
now exists at five, with none in 
good condition. Climate change- 
induced drought, loss of riparian 
vegetation to pasture and preda¬ 
tion by non-native mosquitofish 
are threats. 

Captive-breeding populations 
are being held at Conservation 
Fisheries Inc. in Knoxville and 
the Tennessee Aquarium Conser¬ 
vation Institute in Chattanooga. 

City reaches sandbag 
goal - just in case 

N O JAMESTOWN — The 
city of Jamestown has 
reached its sandbag goal. 

The south-central North Dako¬ 
ta city began sandbagging after 
releases from both the Pipestem 
Dam and Jamestown Reservoir 
were increased. 

Releases will be ramped up 
this week, causing waters down¬ 
stream to rise. As a precaution, 
Jamestown officials set a goal 


of 65,000 sandbags to distribute 
along the river banks to protect 
homes and property. The city an¬ 
nounced Saturday that the sand¬ 
bag goal has been met. 

School drops ban on 
Halloween costumes 

||i| I CHARLOTTE — A 
I w 11 Michigan elementary 
school has lifted its short-lived 
ban on students wearing cos¬ 
tumes to school for Halloween 
following an outcry by parents. 

Galewood Early Elementary 
School pulled its Halloween ban 
Friday, less than a week after 
announcing that classroom par¬ 
ties and costumes wouldn’t be al¬ 
lowed this Halloween. 

The school’s Halloween parade 
was also canceled, but all of the 
Halloween festivities will now 
be permitted on Oct. 31 at the 
school in the mid-Michigan city 
of Charlotte. 

The Lansing State Journal 
reported several parents com¬ 
plained that the school’s Hal¬ 
loween ban wasn’t consistent 
with what other district schools 
planned for this Halloween. 


Group text leads to 
books for students 

HM Q BIGGERSVILLE 
IT I — What started with 
a group text is ending with thou¬ 
sands of books for students. 

The Daily Corinthian reported 
that Biggersville Elementary 
School teacher Andrea Coleman 
had the idea to seek community 
sponsorships to help pay for $1 
books from Scholastic Book. 

Principal Elizabeth White said 
the idea spread like wildfire and 
it quickly expanded from Cole¬ 
man’s homeroom class to the 
whole school. 

The Literacy for Lions cam¬ 
paign kicked off in late summer 
and by mid-September had met 
its goal to raise $2,700. 

Trucker is sentenced 
for stealing meat 

I# Q KANSAS CITY — Au- 
■ thorities said a Califor¬ 

nia trucker working for a Kansas 
freight brokerage was sentenced 
to federal prison for stealing a 
load of meat valued at more than 
$160,000. 

The US. attorney’s office said 
Gegham Avetisyan, 37, of Val¬ 
ley Village, Calif., was sentenced 
Monday to 15 months in prison. 
He pleaded guilty in May to one 
count of wire fraud. 

Prosecutors said Avetisyan con¬ 
tracted with a business in Olathe, 
Kansas, to deliver the meat to 
three places in California. He 
picked up the meat at a packing 
plant in Omaha but didn’t deliver 
it. 

From wire reports 
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Fit for 
a King 

HBO’s ‘Watchmen’ 
series gives actress 
her first superhero role 





Mark Von Holden, Invision/AP 



By David Betancourt 


The Washington Post 


W ho watches the Watchmen? 

Not Regina King. At least not 
initially. 

When the Academy Award¬ 
winning actress agreed to join HBO’s new 
“Watchmen” series, she had not seen the 
2009 film of the same name directed by 
Zack Snyder. She also hadn’t read the ’80s 
DC Comics tale by Alan Moore and Dave 
Gibbons, widely considered to be one of the 
greatest graphic novels of all time. Not that 
she didn’t like superheroes — she was an 
avid fan while grow¬ 
ing up, especially of 
Spider-Man’s early- 
’80s animated 
adventures. 




tegina King is Sister Night, a member of a present-day police force 
racking a racist hate group, in HBO’s “Watchmen” series. 


Showrunner Damon Lindelof was plan¬ 
ning to give the “Watchmen” story quite 
a twist — so he told King to use her unfa¬ 
miliarity to her advantage. It’s a different 
approach compared with many actors who 
land superhero roles and are immediately 
handed a stack of comics. 

“He didn’t want me to confuse how he 
saw this world,” said King, who worked 
with Lindelof on HBO’s “The Leftovers.” 
“He was right.” 

“Because I did watch the film after 
(filming the pilot), and I would have been 
confused,” she added. “They stand on their 
own. They don’t even feel related to me in 
any way. Which I think is a great thing. I 
think that’s the beauty of Damon making 
the choice of using the (comics) as canon 
instead of trying to duplicate, from my un¬ 
derstanding, something that was already 
great.” 

“Watchmen,” which debuted Sunday 
on HBO, departs from the original sto¬ 
ry’s nuclear-war fears of the ’80s. The 
series instead leaps from the Tulsa 
race riots of the 1920s to a present-day 
battle between vigilante cops and a 
group of masked white supremacists. 
King said the sensitive subject matter 
is a way of addressing present- 
day issues while also paying 
homage to Moore and Gib¬ 
bons’ creation. It’s a topic 
bold enough to carry the 
“Watchmen” name. 

The show “is using 
the current (political) 
climate to help tell the 
story,” said King, who 
plays Angela Abar, a po¬ 
lice officer turned vigi¬ 
lante who’s also known 
as Sister Night. “In all 
honesty, of the other big 
things that are happen¬ 
ing in our country right 
now, I don’t know what 
really is bigger than 
(white supremacy). Ev¬ 
erything is just bubbling 
up right now in real life. 
There’s no more hiding 
in plain sight. People are 
wearing their racism on 
their sleeves.” 


In “Watchmen,” Robert Redford is the 
president of the United States; he doesn’t 
play the president, he IS the president, al¬ 
though he does not appear as himself, at 
least through the first six episodes made 
available (his candidacy was implied at 
the end of the original comics run). He has 
handed out reparations, called “Redford- 
ations,” to African American descendants 
of those who suffered from racial violence 
in Tulsa. Rising out of that attempt to make 
amends is a hate group called the Seventh 
Cavalry, which wears the iconic “Watch¬ 
men” Rorschach mask (in the original 
comic, it was worn by a crime-fighter). 
King’s Sister Night is a part of the police 
force tasked with hunting them down. 

King said the show isn’t just about race. 
“There’s a bit of a love story in there. 
There’s a historical story in there. It’s a 
(mix) of quite a few genres. As the story 
goes, I hope it becomes a little more meta. 
I hope that people receive it that way. It’s 
provocative.” 

“Watchmen” will feature some classic 
character appearances, such as Jeremy 
Irons in the role of Ozymandias (who was 
played by Matthew Goode in the movie), 
the mastermind behind the world-altering 
scheme that killed millions in the origi¬ 
nal story, but King’s character, along with 
the m^ority of the cast, are new to this 
universe. 

“At first I kind of felt, like, how are those 
die-hard fans going to feel about the intro¬ 
duction of a new character?” King said. “I 
also felt a little bit of relief that I don’t have 
to feel like I have to live up to a character 
that’s so beloved.” 

This won’t be the only time King will be 
a part of a comic-inspired series for HBO, 
which is picking up two seasons of the ac¬ 
claimed animated series “The Boondocks” 
(formerly on Cartoon Network) for its 
upcoming streaming service HBO Max. 
King voices “The Boondocks” kid brothers 
Huey and Riley Freeman. 

King says she wouldn’t mind a trip to 
Wakanda when director Ryan Coogler’s 
highly anticipated “Black Panther” sequel 
arrives in 2022, even if it means going up 
against King T’Challa herself 

“Even if I was a villain, I would love to 
be in ‘Black Panther 2,’” King said, laugh¬ 
ing. “I will find a way to make it happen.” 


Duchess of Sussex: 
Tabloids have made 
first year difficult 

By Danica Kirka 
Associated Press 

The Duchess of Sussex says her first 
year of marriage to Britain’s Prince 
Harry has been difficult because of the 
pressure from Britain’s tabloid press. 

The former Meghan Markle told 
ITV in an interview broadcast Sunday 
that her British friends 
warned her not to marry 
the prince because of 
the intense media scru¬ 
tiny that would follow in 
his country. But the US. 
television star said she 
“naively” dismissed the 
warnings, because as 
an American she didn’t 
understand how the 
British press worked. 

“I never thought this would be easy 
but I thought it would be fair. And that 
is the part that is hard to reconcile,” 
she said. “But (I) just take each day as 
it comes.” 

The royal couple revealed their 
struggles with the media during the 
ITV documentary “Harry & Meghan: 
An African Journey,” which followed 
them on a recent tour of Southern Af¬ 
rica. Both said they had struggled with 
the spotlight, particularly because they 
say much of what is printed is untrue. 

The pressure was aggravated by the 
fact that the duchess was a newlywed, 
then pregnant and then a new mother. 

“Any woman, especially when they’re 
pregnant, you’re really vulnerable. And 
so that was made really challenging, 
and then when you have a newborn, you 
know?” she said, adding that it was a 
struggle. 

Later she added: “I would say thank 
you for asking, because not many peo¬ 
ple have asked if I’m OK, but it’s a very 
real thing to be going through behind 
the scenes.” 

Harry and Meghan have each 
brought separate legal actions against 
the media recently. 

The duchess earlier this month sued 
the Mail on Sunday tabloid, claiming it 
illegally published a letter she wrote to 
her father. Harry sued over the alleged 
illegal interception of voicemail mes¬ 
sages by journalists from the Sun, the 
News of the World and the Daily Mirror 
newspapers. 



The Duchess 
of Sussex 


Alexis Bledel named most 
dangerous celebrity online 

Actress Alexis Bledel has been book¬ 
ish and sweet on “Gilmore Girls” and 
“Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants.” 
But the actress herself is now officially 
dangerous. 

Cybersecurity firm 
McAfee on Monday 
crowned Bledel the 
most dangerous celeb¬ 
rity on the internet in 
2019. No other was more 
likely to land users on 
websites that carry vi¬ 
ruses or malware. 

Trailing Bledel in the 
top 10 was James Corden, Sophie Turn¬ 
er, Anna Kendrick, Lupita Nyong’o, 
Jimmy Fallon, Jackie Chan, Lil Wayne, 
Nicki Min^ and Tessa Thompson. 

The survey is meant to highlight the 
danger of clicking on suspicious links 
that might contain malware. 

From The Associated Press 



Bledel 
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OPINION 



Mehmet Guzel/AP 


Syrian refugees living in Akcakale, southeastern Turkey, wait for bread distribution Sunday. Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has said one of the aims of the Turkish operation in northern Syria is to 
create a “safe zone” to which many of the 3.6 million Syrian refugees living in Turkey can be returned. 


Safe zones amid civil wars aren’t safe 


By Lionel Beehner 
Special to The Washington Post 

S afe zones are one of the biggest 
misnomers in international politics. 
My research on cross-border mili¬ 
tary operations suggests that the 
imposition of such a zone creates a secu¬ 
rity vacuum, not a buffer or humanitarian 
place of shelter. This power vacuum raises 
the likelihood of outside powers interven¬ 
ing and actually increases violence. 

The latest move by Turkey to impose a 
safe zone in northern Syria, as predicted, 
has ushered in a wave of violence as Turk¬ 
ish forces look to clear the area of Syrian 
YPG fighters who until recently had been 
aligned with the United States in its fight 
against Islamic State. 

A temporary “pause” in the violence, 
which calls for the Kurdish rebels to give 
up their heavy arms and solidifies Turkey’s 
position, looks unlikely to stick. Kurdish 
groups are already reporting violations of 
the cease-fire agreement. 

All of the above speaks to the dangers of 
imposing safe zones in the middle of civil 
wars. 

Safe zones are sold to locals and the in¬ 
ternational public as “win-win” solutions 
— defensive measures aimed at contain¬ 
ing or “deescalating” conflicts. Lawmak¬ 
ers are attracted to them because of their 
apparent strategic (and legal) flexibility, 
as well as their humanitarian appeal. Re¬ 
call that back in 2015, even then-candidate 
Donald Trump promised a “beautiful safe 
zone” in Syria. 

Military leaders are less enamored of 
safe zones. That is because of their legal 
ambiguity and dual-use nature, which in¬ 
vites abuse in their application. Safe zones 
tend to be in peripheral (or disputed) areas 
of limited state control. 

By simultaneously encouraging the 
creation of a humanitarian corridor for 
civilians or refugees to flock to while also 
requiring a robust security mission to en¬ 
force the zone, this only enhances the fog 
of war, creating a blurred front line that 
puts civilians in harm’s way. 

Research shows that safe zones are poor 
mechanisms for protecting refugees or 
displaced people, whether from military 
targeting or political persecution. 

Safe zones were first introduced in the 
natural sciences as a way of establishing 
some kind of unspoiled “green zone” in na¬ 


ture — a barrier to prevent infections (or in 
this case, rebel violence) from spreading. 
The trouble with this analogy is it invites 
collective action issues. 

The demand for a safe zone arises be¬ 
cause of a state failing to provide some 
public good — in this case, security — to its 
citizens. So in the case of Syria, Turkey has 
offered to build homes and provide public 
services in its proposed safe zone — which 
would stretch over 275 miles wide and 
20 miles deep — to attract its 3.5 million 
refugees. 

This will inevitably require some level 
of coercion and military and police pres¬ 
ence. It is virtually impossible, especially 
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the options for those repatriated. They will 
be forced to choose between Syrian-backed 
militias, Turkey or ISIS. 

It’s virtually impossible to disentangle 
the strategic from the humanitarian as¬ 
pects of a safe zone. 

Which is why safe zones tend to escalate 
conflicts, not vice versa. Again, the logic 
is straightforward: By creating a security 
vacuum where sovereignty is suspended, 
this is an open invitation for outside pow¬ 
ers to engage in offensive operations across 
borders. We saw evidence of this during 
the Vietnam War (along the 17th parallel 
separating North and South Vietnam). 

In the buffer zone created by apartheid- 
era South Africa during the war in Angola, 
South African forces killed livestock, poi¬ 
soned wells and blocked the distribution 


of food. History also suggests that these 
zones often become havens for drug, arms 
or sex trafficking by organized criminals, 
as research of mine in Myanmar supports. 

Indeed, despite the recent pause in hos¬ 
tilities in Syria, safe zones do not typically 
lead to cease-fires that might resolve a 
conflict. If anything, perversely, they ac¬ 
tually prolong wars. Turkey was given a 
green light to control a 20-mile-deep strip 
of land on the Syrian side of the border, yet 
it is unclear whether this safe zone would 
include areas now controlled by the Rus¬ 
sian army, which moved in to fill the gap 
left by U.S. forces. 

Nor is it clear what role the advancing 
Syrian army will play when it comes to 
enforcing the safe zone. If anything, the 
safe zone has only emboldened Turkey’s 
military, even as it has dragged in other 
players, further complicating an already 
complex and tenuous situation. 

Of course, there have been some exam¬ 
ples of safe zones tamping down violence 
and providing a modicum of stability, per¬ 
haps most famously in northern Iraq after 
the Gulf War. But there the U.S. military 
was imposing a no-fly zone on a defeated 
government in Baghdad, and there were 
few outside powers involved. In Syria, its 
1,000 soldiers notwithstanding, Washing¬ 
ton is largely a bystander. 

A safe zone will solve neither Washing¬ 
ton’s humanitarian nor its strategic objec¬ 
tives in Syria. Contrary to the White House, 
it does nothing to resolve the region’s “end¬ 
less wars.” 

Rather, it is a gift to Ankara that risks 
escalating the war by drawing in more 
outside powers, giving Washington less 
political or military leverage, and killing 
more civilians by falsely promising them 
a haven. 

During the final phase of Sri Lanka’s 
civil war, for example, a “no-fire zone” 
in the northeast led to the government’s 
deliberate shelling of medical facilities 
emblazoned with the Red Cross logo. In 
Bosnia, famously, demilitarized “zones of 
separation” may have unwittingly enabled 
ethnic cleansing by Bosnian Serb forces. 

The violence of the past few days sug¬ 
gests that a safe zone in Syria would prob¬ 
ably suffer a similar fate. 

Lionel Beehner is an international affairs fellow 
at the Council on Foreign Relations and assistant 
professor at the U.S. Military Academy. 


in the midst of a 
multidimensional 
civil war, for a 
safe zone not to be 
securitized. 

Displaced civil¬ 
ians need to feel 
safe and secure to 
move to a safe zone. 
Resettled Syr¬ 
ian refugees have 
been promised by 
the Turks a land of 
milk and honey. But 
this swath of north¬ 
ern Syria has been 
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Google helps iPhone users avoid speed traps 


We believe that informing drivers about 
upcoming speed traps allows them to be 
more careful and make safer decisions 
when they’re on the road. P 

Genevieve Park 

Google spokeswoman 


By Marie C. Baca 

The Washington Post 

IPhone users who want to avoid 
the police can now hit up Google 
Maps before they hit the gas. 

Google is rolling out the abil¬ 
ity to report speed traps, crashes 
and slowdowns in real time to its 
Maps iOS app, making the new 
feature available to about 1 bil¬ 
lion existing users worldwide. It 
was already available on Android 
phones, as well as on Google’s 
other map app, Waze, which has 
a fraction of the users. 

U.S. law enforcement has been 
critical of using this type of tech¬ 
nology to report checkpoints to 
identify those under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs, and other 
types of police presence, some¬ 
thing they say heightens safety 
risks on the road. 

“Revealing the location of 
checkpoints puts those drivers, 
their passengers, and the general 
public at risk,” the New York Po¬ 
lice Department wrote in a letter 
to Google in February, demand¬ 
ing that Waze stop alerting users 
to those locations. 

It’s the latest wrinkle in the 
sometimes rocky relationship be¬ 
tween law enforcement and tech 
companies in recent years. Most 
giant tech firms tout a mixture 
of free speech, privacy and ease 
of use as pillars of their services 
and devices, values that don’t al¬ 
ways align with helping the police 
crack a case. 

Amazon initially fought law en¬ 
forcement on subpoenaingrecord- 
ings from one of its Echo speakers 
that may have been witness to a 
murder but eventually turned 
them over. The FBI cracked a 
San Bernardino terrorist’s phone 
with help from professional hack¬ 
ers after Apple declined to help. 
And the United States, Britain 



shows speed traps in a section 
of Maryland recently. 

and Australia have all called on 
Facebook to halt its plans to en¬ 
crypt its messaging apps unless 
it provides a way for investigators 
to see communications. 

Google said in an emailed re¬ 
sponse to questions about Google 
Maps that safety is “a top prior¬ 
ity” and that reporting features 
can be beneficial to public safety. 

“We believe that informing 
drivers about upcoming speed 
traps allows them to be more care¬ 
ful and make safer decisions when 
they’re on the road,” said Google 
spokeswoman Genevieve Park. 

NYPD spokeswoman Sgt. Mary 
Frances O’Donnell said in a state¬ 
ment Monday that “the Depart¬ 
ment has engaged in productive 
discussions with Google to make 
information available to drivers 
that will make roads safer and 


encourage responsible driving, 
while not impeding the enforce¬ 
ment of New York State Vehicle 
and Traffic laws.” 

There have previously been 
lower-tech options for reporting 
DUI or DWI checkpoints and 
speed traps. German radio sta¬ 
tions alert drivers to the locations 
of speed traps on the Autobahn. 
Drivers sometimes flash their 
headlights to oncoming traffic to 
warn others of police in the area. 
On social media, users sometimes 
note recent checkpoint locations 
on Nextdoor, Twitter and other 
platforms. 

An Ohio man was arrested in 
2014 for holding up a sign that 
said, “Check point ahead! Turn 
now!” according to a CBS News 
report. He was eventually cleared 
of the charges against him. 

There are also several apps 
aimed specifically at document¬ 
ing police presence, including so¬ 
briety checkpoints. 

Google Maps is also adding 
other categories of incidents that 
can be reported by iPhone and 
Android users: objects in the 
road, lane closures, construction 
and disabled vehicles. While the 
app has an option to report “speed 
traps,” it does not have one for 
sobriety checkpoints or a means 
to comment within the reporting 
feature. Waze allows users to re¬ 
port “police” and “camera” and 
to create comments that explain 


whether the incident is a check¬ 
point or another type of law en¬ 
forcement activity. 

But map apps have transformed 
communities in more than one 
way, as they frequently route cars 
around traffic and onto unexpect¬ 
ed roads — sometimes making 
traffic worse in other areas. 

In one example, a quiet Mary¬ 
land street suddenly became in¬ 
undated with several hundred 
cars an hour after Waze routed 
vehicles there. The situation led 
an exasperated homeowner to 
submit false reports of a block¬ 
age on the street in an attempt 
to trick the algorithm. He was 
unsuccessful. 

According to mobile data and 
analytics firm App Annie, Google 
Maps had more than 177 million 
smartphone monthly active users, 
and Apple Maps had nearly 74 
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million smartphone monthly ac¬ 
tive users in the United States last 
month. 

But Apple Maps could have a 
chance to catch up as it moves to 
make improvements. Apple plans 
this year and next to roll out up¬ 
dates including more detailed 
graphics and better pedestrian 
information. 

Apple said in a news release 
that the updates came after the 
company drove “4 million miles 
to rebuild the basemap from the 
ground up.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Oct. 23). 

Dollar buys (Oct. 23). 

British pound (Oct. 23). 

Japanese yen (Oct. 23). 

South Korean won (Oct. 23).... 


Bahrain (Dinar). 

British pound. 

Canada (Dollar). 

china (Yuan). 

Denmark (Krone). 

Egypt(Pound). 

Euro. 

Hong Kong (Dollar). 

Hungary (Forint). 

Israel (Shekel). 

Japan(Yen) 

Kuwait (Dinar). 

Norway (Krone). 

Philippines (Peso). 

Poland (Zloty). 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).... 

Singapore (Dollar). 

South Korea (Won). 

Switzerland (Franc). 

Thailand (Baht). 

Turkey (Lira).... 


....$1.1426 

,...€0.8752 

.$1.33 

.106.00 

...1,143.00 


1.3118 


.7.0783 

.6.7097 

.16.2002 

...$1.1136/0.8980 

.7.8434 

295 99 

.3.5374 

108 51 

.0.3035 

9 1590 
51 21 

.3.84 

3 7509 

.1.3621 

.1,172.79 

0 9881 
30 31 
.5,.8362 


(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banxing 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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I'm free today, Sasha. 
Want to meet there 
for lunch? 


facebook ^ Messages 


I wish I could, Sunshine. 

I have some things to do 
during the day. I am 
free tonight, though. You 
could come to my hotel 
room, like at around 2a.m 
If you'd like to. 





Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Send forth 
5 Astern 
8 First person 

12 “Peter Pan” dog 

13 “Gosh!” 

14 Cellar supply 

15 Oversimplify 

17 Pantry pests 

18 In a sneaky way 

19 Spikes in voltage 
21 Congers 

24 Actor Beatty 

25 Atlantic catches 
28 Oodles 
30 Rowing need 

33 “Hail, Caesar!” 

34 Madrid museum 

35 SSW opposite 

36 Some coll, 
degrees 

37 Bowling spot 

38 End-of-wk. cry 
39Sch. near Topeka 
41 Fancy party 
43 “— Bovary” 

46 Agra’s land 

50 Border on 

51 Fait accompli 

54 Memory method 

55 Onassis nick¬ 
name 

56 Austen heroine 

57 Playpen pile 

58 Upper limit 

59 Green shade 

10-23 

W LNFX UBLX MCKSU WS LA 

RNK JPWOX OWUMXSWSZ MB 

KNA RPNKOXU. W JBCOF UNA 

WM JNU UBCO-UMXXKWSZ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A CERTAIN 
FRATERNITY HAS SOME CASUAL SLACKS 
AS PART OF ITS UNIFORM, ARE THEY KAPPA 
CHINOS? 

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals S 


DOWN 

27 Precinct- 

1 Termini 

based job for a 

2 Manhandle 

police officer 

3 “— humble 

29 Classic theaters 

opinion ...” 

31 Blackbird 

4 Bistro furniture 

32Ump 

5 Previously 

34 Jack Horner’s 

6 Hardly any 

prize 

7 Till bills 

38 Bicycle 

8 Cognizant 

for two 

9 Doorbell sound 

40 Fills up 

10 Initial chip 

42 Fish story 

11 Disarray 

43 Emporium 

16 Coloring agent 

44 “Peek- —I” 

20 “Do — others ...” 

45 Dutch cheese 

22 News reporter 

47 Showroom 

Logan 

sample 

23 Word on the 

48 Pet food brand 

street? 

49 “Sad to say ...” 

25 Taxi 

52 Mouths (Lat.) 

26 Lab eggs 

53 Prohibit 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI pes. 

CLASSIFIED 


Advertising 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.con' 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3)6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 


ClassifiedsI 


Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 




buy sight unseen and haw 
the vehicle shipped 
through an agent using 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 141 


lugeot 807 Van (7 seat) 
)0.00 - 72,409 miles 
■ German Spec. 




al Diesel With trailer 


2013 VW Golf R - $20,000.00 - 
US Spec car purchased in 
Arizona 4 Door Black Pearl 6 
speed manual Upgraded Clutch 
Upgraded ECU^300-f-^_HP 

system ^Upg°raded^1=o^e twim 
take intake non daily driver Two 
■ ' included Call: 

ra 


BMW X5 for sale $13,600.00 ■ 
B^Wq^XS. Dipel^, Am.Specs. 

ing 'ventilated 

sage, window curtains and 
more. Accident free, one owner, 

Mlnt^ondition in/du^ Musi sell. 
Tel. cell:01602642954 
home:067815087710 


Autos for Sale 141 


/olkswagen 

ia - $8,7B0.C 
jen ^Camper West 


inspection. Ma^y part replac 
hu'rdioi4@gmail.corTl' 

a 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 


Auto - Quality Pre-owned 


Read 

STARS^STRIPES. 

online at 


Autos for Sale - UK 154 Furniture 


2018 Audi Q3 (American spec) 
- $29,500.00 - 200 HP turbo 
charged unleaded engine Auto¬ 
matic 7 year%0,000 mile war¬ 
ranty S-nne/Premium Plus edi¬ 
tion Premium Bose sound sys¬ 
tem with subwoofer Power 
moon roof Recently serviced by 
AudijDassed all checks UK 


Antique Engiish Bureau (D( 

- $600.00 - Circa mid-1 
Century English drop front hi.. _ 
wood writing desk in great 
condition. 55!5'' H x 36" W x 16" 
. D. One long drawer, raised top 
3 shelf, shelves below, mounted 
' on 2 broad trestle feet. Reason¬ 
able offers OK. Buyer picks up. 


Electronic Shopping440 


10" Mead Telescope $1,500.00 
-10" Mead telescope Make offer 

0 1V2 5^6 0 21 3^9"l 


17854380086 


N75O.DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band h 


___ Dl^. 

Gigabit Router - $10.00 - N750 
DB Wi-Fi Dual-Band N+ Gigabit 
Router, black, new price $79.99, 
asking price $10.00. 

ContacfOl 7624134872 Email: 
ferguson.,rma|googlema,l.com 


510 I Furniture 


10 inch Mead Telescop* 
sale - - 10 inch Mead teles 

A64Mec1i@a1)i.com 

17854380086 

B 


Contractor l^^ving Ge^man|r 
turef'vou^piifi^'up. ir^e^ *gpod 
!A64Mech'@a"o'l.corn Call: 
'17854380086 


Contractor leaving Germany 
after many years. Snapbox for 
sale. Make offer - - f Drawer 
Snapon box for sale. Make offer, 
ni, ,0 pf American tools for 



SELL WILL NOT FIT IN APPT. 
■ iock7777@gmai' 

a 


English V 

- ^175.C 
English^ 


(Baskets). 0 


English Wicker Picnic Hamper 
Hamper 
'cutting board 

rpT^' ete") "^^irllt Gift fc 
isfivviyweds! Call and leave tel 
if interested. Cost is per hampei 
Call: +49-6571-9522421 

a 


Mahogany Sheraton Revival 
Chair (from UK) - $125.00 - 
Sheraton revival painted ma¬ 
hogany salon chair. Shield sha¬ 
ped back, pierced back splat, 
stuff over seat, square tapered 
legs. Circa 1900. Condition: 
excellent. Buyer picks up. PCS 
Sale. Call: +49-6^1-9522421 

B 


Mink Trimmed Cream Colored 
Cape - $40.00 - Ladies hand¬ 
made cream, coloured velvet 

Germany! Leave your # and I 
will get back to you. PCSing to 
+49-6571-9522421 

B 


Fireplace Tools - $170.00 - 
Brand new Antique Copper 
Finish Fireplace screen and set 
of matching antique copper 


19-6571-9522421 


Person to Person 800 


He's looking for him - 61 year 

husband to cancer 3 years ago 
is looking for friendship with 
military service member or 
retiree.My husband was a US 


Call: 015112007479 


Tools & Machinery 990 


17854380086 


)l.com Call: 


ClassifiedsPACIFIC 


PacificClassifieds@stripes.com JAPAN DSN: 229 3276 Civ: 03-6385-3276 OKINAWA DSN: 645-7418 Civ: 098-893-0292 
KOREA DSN: 721-7146 Civ: 82-2-2270-7146 FROM USA Overseas: 011-81-3-6385-3276 


Electronic Shopping440 


AVCL HN700 GPS 7" 
(210)818-7839 
coach77@hotmail.com 


Are you in the picture? 


Reading Stars and Stripes gives you a better handle on issues that affect you most. 
No one covers tJoe bases tJoe way we do. 


STARSigiSTRIPES 

In print • Online at stripes.com 
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 



Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 
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SlARS^STRIPES. 

Unlimited 

Digital Access ONE MONTH 

FREE TRIAL 

INTRO OFFER! 

FOUR WEEKS Web + Mobile 


When you subscribe to 
Stripes Digital Access... 

Get exclusive access to innovative digital 
features, interactive articles, award-winning 
photography and more. Enjoy unlimited 
access to the Stripes.com website and our 
Stars and Stripes mobile apps, all for a low 
monthly or annual subscription. 


Stars and Stripes content features 

• Access to Stars and Stripes mobile apps 

• Exclusive reports on military matters 

• Coverage of all military branches 

• Special features on current issues 

• Veterans topics 

• Retrospectives such as Vietnam at 50 

• Archive Photo of the Day 

• Unbiased, First Amendment protected 
reporting from U.S. military bases around 
the world. 


Subscribe Today! 


stripes.com/subscribe 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Monday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

BOSTON CELTiCS - Signed F Jaylen 
Brown to a contract extension. 

BROOKLYN NETS -Signed G Taurean 
Prince to a multiyear contract. 

CHiCAGO BULLS - Exercised their 
contract options on F Lauri Markkanen, 
C Wendell Carter Jr. and F Chandler 
Flutchison. 

DETROIT PISTONS - Waived F Joe 
Johnson. 

INDIANA PACERS - Signed F Doman- 
tas Sabonis to a four-year contract ex¬ 
tension. 

LOS ANGELES LAKERS - Waived F 
Devontae Cacok and G Demetrius Jack- 


_JS GRIZZLIES - Exercised their 

contract options on F Jaren Jackson Jr. 
and G Grayson Allen. 

NEW YORK KNICKS - Exercised their 
contract options on Gs Frank Ntilikina, 
Dennis Smith Jr. and Kevin Knox. 

SACRAMENTO KINGS - Extended the 
contract of G Buddy Fiield. 

SAN ANTONIO SPURS - Signed G De- 
jounte Murray to a contract extension. 

WASHINGTON WIZARDS - Signed G 
Chris Chiozza to a two-way contract. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Tampa Bay DL Terry 
Beckner four games for violating the 
league’s policy on performance-enhanc- 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS - Promoted 
LB Joe Giles-Harris from the practice 
squad. Waived CB Parry Nickerson. Re¬ 
leased QB Chase Litton from the practice 
squad. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Placed G 
Forrest Lamp on the IL. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Waived/injured 
LB Keion Adams. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Traded CB Gare- 
on Conley to the Houston Texans for a 
2020 third-round pick. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NASHVILLE PREDATORS - Signed F 
Philip Tomasino to a three-year con¬ 
tract. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

MLS — Awarded an expansion fran¬ 
chise to Sacramento, Calif, to be known 
as the Sacramento Republic and to begin 
play in 2022. 

CINCINNATI — Announced the resigna¬ 
tion of technical director Luke Sassano. 
Promoted Hunter Freeman to director of 
scouting and player recruitment. 

COLUMBUS CREW - Exercised 2020 
options on Ds Waylon Francis, Hector 
Jimenez and Jonathan Mensah and Ms 
Luis Argudo, Pedro Santos and Wil Trapp. 
Agreed to terms with G Jon Kempin and 
D Josh Williams. 

COLLEGE 

MICHIGAN - Announced S J’Marick 
Woods has entered the transfer portal. 


Swiss Open 

Monday 

At St. Jakobshalle 
Basel, Switzerland 
Purse: $2,082,655 
Surface: Hardcourt Indoor 
(seedings In parentheses): 

Men’s Singles 
Round Of 32 

Roger Federer (1), Switzerland, def. 
Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, 6-2, 6-1. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Miomir Kecmanovic, Serbia, 6-4, 6-2. 

Henri Laaksonen, Switzerland, def. 
Benoit Paire (8), France, 6-3, 7-5. 

Alex de Minaur, Australia, def. Hugo 
Dellien, Bolivia, 6-1, 7-5. 


Vienna Open 


College football 


STATS FCS Poii 

The top 25 teams in the STATS Foot¬ 
ball Championship Subdivision poll, with 
first-place votes in parentheses, points 
and previous rank: 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. N. Dakota State (156) 7-0 3972 1 

2. James Madison (3) 7-1 3765 2 

3. South Dakota State 6-1 3677 3 

4. Weber State 5-2 3443 4 

5. Villanova 6-1 3168 7 

6. Kennesaw State 6-1 3137 6 

7. Sacramento State 5-2 2927 15 

8. Illinois state 5-2 2781 11 

9. Montana State 5-2 2528 12 

10. Montana 5-2 2422 5 

11. Northern Iowa 4-3 2316 14 

12. Central Arkansas 5-2 2225 13 

13. Princeton 5-0 1780 17 

14. Furman 4-3 1618 8 

15. Nicholls 4-3 1470 9 

16. Towson 4-3 1383 18 

17. Dartmouth 5-0 1188 21 

18. N.C.A&T 4-2 1147 10 

19. Delaware 4-3 816 24 

20. Florida A&M 6-1 762 NR 

21. Sam Houston state 5-3 735 NR 

22. UC Davis 4-4 663 23 

23. CCSU 6-1 645 25 

24. SE Missouri state 4-3 548 NR 

25. Jacksonville state 5-3 488 16 

Others receiving votes: LIT Martin 477, 

Wofford 264, Incarnate Word 196, Stony 
Brook 167, Alcorn State 131, New Hamp¬ 
shire 127, Austin Peay 103, The Citadel 
88, Albany 82, Elon 72, Youngstown State 
63, Eastern Washington 62, Southeast¬ 
ern Louisiana 44, Yale 43, Monmouth 34, 

S.C. state 25, Portland State 23, Bethune- 
Cookman 21, Harvard 14, Chattanooga 12, 
North Dakota 9, Campbell 7, Southern Il¬ 
linois 4, Duquesne 2, Eastern Kentucky 1. 

FCS Coaches Poll 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. North Dakota State (26) 7-0 650 1 

2. James Madison 7-1 622 2 

3. South Dakota State 6-1 600 3 

4. Kennesaw State 6-1 561 4 

5. Weber State 5-2 552 5 

6. Villanova 6-1 516 7 

7. Illinois State 5-2 484 10 

8. Sacramento State 5-2 422 17 

9. Montana State 5-2 420 12 

10. Central Arkansas 5-2 400 13 

11. Montana 5-2 388 6 

12. Northern Iowa 4-3 377 15 

13. Princeton 5-0 323 16 

14. Furman 4-3 268 8 

15. Nicholls 4-3 232 9 

16. Dartmouth 5-0 225 21 

17. Towson 4-3 212 20 

18. N.C.A&T 4-2 207 11 

19. Delaware 4-3 115 24 

20. Incarnate Word 5-2 113 25 

21. Jacksonville State 5-3 101 14 

22. UC Davis 4-4 96 22 

23. Florida A&M 6-1 86 NR 

24. CCSU 6-1 83 NR 

25. Sam Houston State 5-3 75 NR 

Others receiving votes: UT Martin 71, 

Southeast Missouri State 65, Wofford 43, 
Austin Peay 27, Portland State 21, Camp¬ 
bell 19, Monmouth 18, Youngstown State 
18, New Hampshire 16, Alcorn State 9, 
North Dakota 7, Albany 3, Chattanooga 2, 
San Diego 2. 


AFCA Division II Coaches Poll 

Records Through Oct. 19 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Valdosta State (30) 7-0 774 1 

2. Ferris State 7-0 737 2 

3. Minnesota State 7-0 708 3 

4. Tarleton State (1) 7-0 663 4 

5. Ouachita Baptist 7-0 644 5 

6. Notre Dame (Ohio) 7-0 608 6 

7. Lenoir-Rhyne 7-0 586 8 

8. Indianapolis 6-0 526 10 

9. Colo. School of Mines 7-0 519 11 

9. Slippery Rock 7-0 519 9 

11. Central Missouri 7-0 421 14 

12. Wingate 7-0 417 13 

13. Colo. State-Pueblo 6-1 368 15 

14. NW Missouri State 6-1 343 7 

15. Bowie State 7-0 337 16 

16. Grand Valley State 6-1 311 17 

17. Kutztown 7-0 305 18 

18. Harding 6-1 247 21 

19. Indiana (Pa.) 6-1 209 22 

20. West Florida 5-1 177 24 

21. West Chester 6-1 151 12 

22. Angelo State 6-1 142 25 

23. Henderson State 6-1 71 NR 

23. Texas A&M-Commerce 4-2 71 20 

25. Virginia Union 6-1 67 NR 

Others receiving votes: Pittsburg 
State 39, Dixie State 37, Sioux Falls 20, 
Fort Hays State 12, Missouri Western 
State 11, Fayetteville State 5, Minnesota- 
Duluth 5, Truman State 5, Eastern New 
Mexico 4, Frostburg State 4, Tiffin 4, Ne- 
braska-Kearney 3, Assumption 2, South¬ 
ern Arkansas 2, Miles 1. 

AFCA Division III Coaches Poll 

Records through Oct. 19 

Record Pts Pvs 

1. Mary Hardin-Baylor (43)6-0 1288 1 

2. Mount Union (10) 6-0 1258 2 

3. Wisconsin-Whitewater 6-0 1211 3 

4. St. John’s (Minn.) 6-0 1155 4 

5. Wheaton (III.) 6-0 1102 5 

6. Muhlenberg 6-0 1050 6 

7. Ithaca 6-0 928 8 

8. North Central 5-1 882 10 

9. Wartburg 7-0 879 9 

10. Salisbury 5-0 791 11 

11. Delaware Valley 6-1 718 12 

11. John Carroll 5-1 718 13 

13. Bethel (Minn.) 5-1 689 15 

14. Hardin-Simmons 5-1 625 17 

15. Wesley 5-1 505 18 

16. Wisconsin-Platteville 5-1 439 20 

17. Case Western Reserve 6-0 431 19 

18. Cortland 6-0 389 21 

19. Linfield 4-1 305 22 

19. Chapman 5-0 305 24 

21. Berry 6-1 274 7 

22. Susquehanna 5-1 268 23 

23. St. Thomas (Minn.) 4-2 188 13 

24. Union (N.Y.) 6-0 167 25 

25. Bridgewater (Va.) 6-0 124 NR 

Others receiving votes: Redlands 92; 

Wisconsin-Oshkosh 78; WPI 67; Mount St. 
Joseph 65; Texas Lutheran 49; Whitworth 
33; Johns Hopkins 22; Hope 20; Illinois 
Wesleyan 17; Central (Iowa) 16; Brock- 
port 15; Martin Luther 12; Wisconsin-La 
Crosse 12; Middlebury 10; Washington & 
Jefferson 9; Western Connecticut 8; Wit¬ 
tenberg 6; Hobart 3; Baldwin-Wallace 2. 


Schedule 

Thursday, Oct. 24 
SOUTHWEST 

SMU (7-0) at Houston (3-4) 

Jackson St. (2-5) at Prairie View (3-4) 

Friday, Oct. 25 
EAST 

Columbia (2-3) at Dartmouth (5-0) 

FAR WEST 

Southern Cal (4-3) at Colorado (3-4) 

Saturday, Oct. 26 
EAST 

San Jose St. (3-4) at Army (3-4) 

LIU (0-6) at CCSU (6-1) 

Miami (3-4) at Pittsburgh (5-2) 

Bryant (2-6) at Robert Morris b-4) 
Liberty (5-2) at Rutgers (1-6) 

Sacred Heart (3-4) at St. Francis (Pa.) 
(4-3) 

Georgetown (5-2) at Lehigh (3-3) 
Richmond (3-4) at Delaware (4-3) 
Wagner (1-6) at Duquesne (4-2) 
Colgate U-7) at Holy Cross (3-4) 
William & Mary (2-5) at Maine (2-5) 
Presbyterian (0-7) at Merrimack (3-4) 
Harvard (4-1) at Princeton (5-0) 

Elon (3-4) at Rhode Island (1-6) 

Penn (2-3) at Yale (4-1) 

Brown (1-4) at Cornell (1-4) 

Florida A&M (5-1) at Morgan St. (1-6) 
Cent. Michigan (5-3) at Buffalo (3-4) 
Bucknell (1-6) at Lafayette (0-7) 
Tulane (5-2) at Navy (5-1) 

UConn (1-6) at UMass (1-6) 

Stony Brook (4-3) at Villanova (6-1) 
UCF (5-2) at Temple (5-2) 

SOUTH 

Appalachian St. (6-0) at South Ala¬ 
bama (1-6) 

Marist (1-5) at Davidson (5-2) 

Howard (1-6) at NC A&T (4-1) 

ETSU (2-5) at Samford (3-4) 

Campbell (5-1) at Gardner-Webb (3-4) 
Chattanooga (4-3) at Wofford (4-2) 

Va. Lynchburg (0-6) at Hampton (3-4) 
Delaware St. (1-6) at NC Central (2-5) 
Mercer (3-4) at The Citadel (4-4) 

W. Kentucky (5-2) at Marshall (4-3) 
Austin Peay (4-3) at Tennessee Tech 
(4-3) 

Southern U. (4-3) at Alcorn St. (5-2) 
New Mexico St. (0-7) at Georgia South¬ 
ern (3-3) 

North Alabama (2-5) at Kennesaw St. 
(6-1) 

Texas Southern (0-6) at MVSU (1-6) 
Alabama A&M (4-3) vs. Alabama St. (3- 
3) at Birmingham, Ala. 

North Texas (3-4) at Charlotte (2-5) 
Syracuse (3-4) at Florida St. (3-4) 
Towson (4-3) at James Madison (7-1) 
Auburn (6-1) at LSU (7-0) 

Virginia (5-2) at Louisville (4-3) 

FlU (4-3) at Middle Tennessee (2-5) 
FAU (4-3) at Old Dominion (1-6) 
Furman (4-3) at W. Carolina (1-6) 
South Florida (3-4) at East Carolina 
(3-4) 

SC State (4-2) at Bethune-Cookman 
(6-1) 

Murray St. (4-4) at Jacksonville St. (5-3) 
Abilene Christian (4-4) at Nicholls (4-3) 


Duke (4-3) at North Carolina (3-4) 
South Carolina (3-4) at Tennessee (2-5) 
Monmouth (NJ) (5-2) at Charleston 
Southern (2-5) 

Arkansas (2-5) at Alabama (7-0) 

Troy (3-3) at Georgia St. (5-2) 

Boston College (4-3) at Clemson (7-0) 
Missouri (5-2) at Kentucky (3-4) 

MIDWEST 

San Diego (4-2) at Dayton (4-2) 
Oklahoma (7-0) at Kansas St. (4-2) 
Iowa (5-2) at Northwestern (1-5) 
Wisconsin (6-1) at Ohio St. (7-0) 

Illinois (3-4) at Purdue (2-5) 

Bowling Green (2-5) at W. Michigan 
(4-4) 

Jacksonville (2-5) at Butler (1-6) 
Montana St. (5-2) at North Dakota (4-3) 
Stetson (5-1) at Valparaiso (0-7) 

Ohio (3-4) at Ball St. (4-3) 

Morehead St. (4-3) at Drake (3-2) 

UT Martin (5-2) at SE Missouri (4-3) 

W. Illinois (0-7) at Youngstown St. (4-3) 
E. Kentucky (4-3) at E. Illinois (0-8) 
Indiana St. (3-4) at Illinois St. (5-2) 

N. Iowa (4-3) at Missouri St. (1-5) 

N. Dakota St. (7-0) at S. Dakota St. (5-1) 
Oklahoma St. (4-3) at Iowa St. (5-2) 
Miami (Ohio) (3-4) at Kent St. (3-4) 
Penn St. (7-0) at Michigan St. (4-3) 
Maryland (3-4) at Minnesota (7-0) 
Akron (0-7) at N. Illinois (2-5) 

Indiana (5-2) at Nebraska (4-3) 

E. Michigan (4-3) at Toledo (4-3) 

S. Illinois (3-4) at South Dakota (3-4) 
Texas Tech (3-4) at Kansas (2-5) 

Notre Dame (5-1) at Michigan (5-2) 
SOUTHWEST 

Mississippi St. (3-4) at Texas A&M (4-3) 
Southern Miss. (4-3) at Rice (0-7) 
Grambling St. (2-4) at Ark.-Pine Bluff 
(5-2) 

SE Louisiana (3-3) at Houston Baptist 
(4-4) 

Texas (5-2) at TCU (3-3) 

McNeese St. (4-4) at Stephen F. Austin 
(1-6) 

Northwestern St. (0-7) at Incarnate 
Word (5-2) 

Texas St. (2-4) at Arkansas St. (3-4) 
Sam Houston St. (5-3) at Cent. Arkan¬ 
sas (5-2) 

Memphis (6-1) at Tulsa (2-5) 

Louisiana Tech (6-1) at UTEP (1-5) 

FAR WEST 

Nevada (4-3) at Wyoming (5-2) 

E. Washington (3-4) at Montana (5-2) 
Arizona (4-3) at Stanford (3-4) 

Hawaii (4-3) at New Mexico (2-5) 

Idaho St. (3-4) at S. Utah (1-7) 

Portland St. (5-3) at N. Arizona (3-4) 
Weber St. (5-2) at UC Davis (4-4) 
Colorado St. (2-5) at Fresno St. (3-3) 
Arizona St. (5-2) at UCLA (2-5) 
Sacramento St. (5-2) at Cal Poly (2-5) 
California (4-3) at Utah (6-1) 

Utah St. (4-2) at Air Force (5-2) 
Washington St. (4-3) at Oregon (6-1) 
San Diego St. (6-1) at UNLV (2-5) 


Pro soccer 

1 

College basketball 

1 

Auto racing 


Monday 
At Wiener Stadthalle 
Vienna, Austria 
Purse: $2,296,490 
Surface: Hardcourt indoor 
(seedings in parentheses): 

Men’s Singies 
Round Of 32 

Diego Schwartzman (5), Argentina, 
def. Pierre-Hugues Herbert, France, 6-4, 
6-4. 

Marton Fucsovics, Hungary, def. 
Lorenzo Sonego, Italy, 6-4, 6-4. 

Matteo Berrettini (3), Italy, def. Kyle 
Edmund, Britain, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4. 

Grigor Dimitrov, Bulgaria, def. Damir 
Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-3, 7-5. 

Karen Khachanov (2), Russia, def. Hu¬ 
bert Hurkacz, Poland, 6-4, 7-6 (3). 


MLS playoffs 

First Round 
Saturday 

Eastern Conference 

Atlanta 1, New England 0 
Toronto 5, D.C. 1, ET 

Western Conference 
Seattle 4, Dallas 3 
Salt Lake 2, Portland 1 
Sunday 

Eastern Conference 
Philadelphia 4, New York 3 
Western Conference 
LA Galaxy 2, Minnesota United 1 

Conference Semifinais 
Eastern Conference 
Wednesday 

Toronto at New York City FC 
Thursday 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 

Western Conference 
Wednesday 
Salt Lake vs. Seattle 

Thursday 

LA Galaxy at Los Angeles FC 

Conference Championships 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 

Western Conference at higher-seeded 
team, TBA 

Wednesday, Oct. 30 

Eastern Conference at higher-seeded 
team, TBA 

MLS Cup 
Sunday, Nov. 10 

Eastern Conference champion vs. 
Western Conference champion at high¬ 
er-seeded team 

NWSL playoffs 

Semifinais 
Sunday, Oct. 20 

North Carolina 4, Reign FC 1, ET 
Chicago 1, Portland 0 

Championship 
Sunday, Oct. 27 
At Cary, N.C. 

North Carolina vs. Chicago 


AP Top 25 

The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ preseason 2019-20 college basket¬ 
ball poll, with first-place votes in paren¬ 
theses, final 2018-19 records, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and last year’s final ranking: 

Record Pts Prv 

1. Michigan State (60) 32-7 1619 5 

2. Kentucky (2) 30-7 1497 7 

3. Kansas (3) 26-10 1457 17 

4. Duke 32-6 1399 1 

5. Louisville 20-14 1386 - 

6. Florida 20-16 1313 - 

7. Maryland 23-11 1134 - 

8. Gonzaga 33-4 1096 4 

9. North Carolina 29-7 1060 3 

10. Villanova 26-10 1048 23 

11. Virginia 35-3 1007 2 

12. SetonHall 20-14 863 - 

13. Texas Tech 31-7 837 9 

14. Memphis 

15. Oregon 

16. Baylor 20-14 523 — 

17. Utah State 28-7 491 25 

18. Ohio State 20-15 407 - 

19. Xavier 19-16 356 - 

20. Saint Mary’s (Cal.) 22-12 330 - 

21. Arizona 17-15 265 - 

22. LSU 28-7 234 12 

23. Purdue 26-10 230 13 

24. Auburn 30-10 210 14 

25. VCU 25-8 193 - 

Others receiving votes: Washington 

164, Colorado 152, Tennessee 78, Mar¬ 
quette 68, Florida St. 36, Davidson 34, 
Harvard 24, Illinois 14, Missouri 13, Mis¬ 
sissippi St. 12, Georgetown 11, Houston 
11, Cincinnati 8, Notre Dame 7, Creigh¬ 
ton 4, N.C. State 3, Syracuse 3, Alabama 
2, Liberty 2, Michigan 2, Southern Cal 2, 
Vermont 2, Colgate 1, Dayton 1, Provi- 


25-13 742 - 


Monster Energy NASCAR Cup 
schedule and winners 

Sunday, Feb. 10 — x-Advance Auto 
Parts Clash, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Jimmie 
Johnson) 

Thursday, Feb. 14 — x-Duel 1 at Dayto¬ 
na, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Kevin Harvick) 
Thursday, Feb. 14 — x-Duel 2 at Day¬ 
tona, Daytona Beach, Fla. (Joey Logano) 
Sunday, Feb. 17 — Daytona 500, Day¬ 
tona Beach, Fla. (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, Feb. 24 — Folds of Honor 
QuikTrip 500, Hampton, Ga. (Brad Kesel- 
owski) 

Sunday, March 3 — Pennzoil 400, Las 
Vegas (Joey Logano) 

Sunday, March 10 — TicketGuardian 
500, Avondale, Ariz. (Kyle Busch) 

Sunday, March 17 — Auto Club 400, 
Fontana, Calif. (Kyle Busch) 

Sunday, March 24 — STP 500, Martins¬ 
ville, Va. (Brad Keselowski) 

Sunday, March 31 — O’Reilly Auto 
Parts 500, Fort Worth, Texas (Denny 
Hamlin) 

Sunday, April 7 — Food City 500, Bris¬ 
tol, Tenn. (Kyle Busch) 

Saturday, April 13 — Toyota Owners 
400, Richmond, Va. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Sunday, April 28 — Geico 500, Talla¬ 
dega, Ala. (Chase Elliott) 

Monday, May 6 — Gander RV 400, Do¬ 
ver, Del. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Saturday, May 11 — Digital Ally 400, 
Kansas City, Kan. (Brad Keselowski) 
Saturday, May 18 — x-Monster Energy 
Open, Concord, N.C. (Kyle Larson) 

Saturday, May 18 — x-Monster Energy 
All-Star Race, Concord, N.C. (Kyle Lar¬ 
son) 

Sunday, May 26 — Coca-Cola 600, Con¬ 
cord, N.C. (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Sunday, June 2 — Pocono 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. (Kyle Busch) 

Monday, June 10 — FireKeepers Casi¬ 
no 400, Brooklyn, Mich. (Joey Logano) 
Sunday, June 23 — Toyota/Save Mart 
350, Sonoma, Calif. (Martin Truex Jr.) 


Sunday, June 30 — Camping World 
400, Joliet, III. (Alex Bowman) 

Sunday, July 7 — Coke Zero Sugar 400, 
Daytona Beach, Fla. (Justin Haley) 

Saturday, July 13 — Quaker State 400, 
Sparta, Ky. (Kurt Busch) 

Sunday, July 21 — Foxwoods Resort 
Casino 301, Loudon, N.H. (Kevin Harvick) 
Sunday, July 28 — Gander RV 400, Long 
Pond, Pa. (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, Aug. 4 — Go Bowling at The 
Glen, Watkins Glen, N.Y. (Chase Elliott) 
Sunday, Aug. 11 — Consumers Energy 
400, Brooklyn, Mich. (Kevin Harvick) 
Saturday, Aug. 17 — Bass Pro Shops 
NRA Night Race, Bristol, Tenn. (Denny 
Hamlin) 

Sunday, Sept. 1 — Bojangles’ Southern 
500, Darlington, S.C. (Erik Jones) 

Sunday, Sept. 8 — Big Machine Vodka 
400 at the Brickyard, Indianapolis (Kevin 
Harvick) 

Playoff Races 

Sunday, Sept. 15 — South Point 400, 
Las Vegas (Martin Truex Jr.) 

Saturday, Sept. 21 — Federated Auto 
Parts 400, Richmond, Va. (Martin Truex 
Jr.) 

Sunday, Sept. 29 — Bank of American 
ROVAL 400, Concord, N.C. (Chase Elliott) 
Sunday, Oct. 6 — Drydene 400, Dover, 
Del. (Kyle Larson) 

Sunday, Oct. 13 - 1000Bulbs.com 500, 
Talladega, Ala. (Ryan Blaney) 

Sunday, Oct. 20 — Hollywood Casino 
400 (Denny Hamlin) 

Sunday, Oct. 27 — First Data 500, Mar¬ 
tinsville, Va. 

Sunday, Nov. 3 — AAA Texas 500, Fort 
Worth, Texas 

Sunday, Nov. 10 — Bluegreen Vaca¬ 
tions 500, Avondale, Ariz. 

Sunday, Nov. 17 — Ford EcoBoost 400, 
Homestead, Fla. 
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Gimmick defenses rare, but also can be effective 



Jeff Chiu/AP 


Warriors guard Stephen Curry was singled out for a box-and-one 
defense by the Raptors in the NBA Finals last season. It worked, but 
gimmick defenses in the NBA are not used often because the rest of 
the players on the floor are too good to be left unguarded. 


By Tim Reynolds 

Associated Press 

Atlanta guard Kevin Huerter 
saw gimmick defenses through¬ 
out high school and college. Box- 
and-ones, triangle-and-twos and 
variations thereof, they weren’t 
exactly uncommon for opponents 
to try. 

In the NBA, they’re a rarity. 

And Huerter says the reason is 
simple. 

“I honestly just think players 
are too good,” he said. 

Coaches may agree. The To¬ 
ronto Raptors famously and ef¬ 
fectively slapped a box-and-one 
against Golden State’s Stephen 
Curry late in the fourth quarter 
of Game 2 in last season’s NBA 
Finals, though that was in a situ¬ 
ation where the Warriors’ other 
elite scorers from that team — 
Kevin Durant and Klay Thomp¬ 
son — were both out of the game 
at the time with injuries. 

So in that situation, the gim¬ 
mick seemed apropos. 

But in most situations, coaches 
probably wouldn’t dare go with 
one. 

“That worked when there 
wasn’t Kevin Durant and Klay 
Thompson,” Houston coach Mike 
D’Antoni said. “Gimmicks are 
gimmicks. You go into a game, es¬ 
pecially with us or Golden State 


or any of about eight teams now in 
the West... you’re going to throw 
a gimmick to beat somebody? I’m 
not going to do that. I’ll trust my 
guys.” 

Still, they’re not completely un¬ 
common. Some teams play zone 
more than others now, mostly a 
2-3, sometimes a 3-2. Those are 
fairly normal to see now, but the 
gimmicks aren’t forgotten. 

San Antonio coach Gregg 
Popovich has dabbled with tri- 
angle-and-two defenses — a box- 
and-one is a four-player zone 
with one defender playing tight 
man-to-man, a triangle-and-two 
is a three-player zone with two 
man defenders — in recent years. 


He opened a game in February at 
Utah in the gimmick. It worked 
for a little bit; the Spurs led 24-19 
after nine minutes, then got out- 
scored 106-81 the rest of the way 
and lost by 20. 

“They were working,” Spurs 
guard Bryn Forbes said of the 
zones. “And then they didn’t work 
as well.” 

Miami coach Erik Spoelstra is 
a fan of zone defenses, at times, 
and thinks those schemes will 
get used more this season. But 
he shies away from the gimmick 
or “junk” defenses because he 
thinks they can lead to either 
more confusion or less account¬ 
ability on that end of the floor. 


But he lauded Raptors coach 
Nick Nurse for going with it — on 
the game’s biggest stage, no less. 

“That was a really gutsy call,” 
Spoelstra said. “I think it took ex¬ 
treme circumstances for that to 
even be a discussion.” 

The gimmicks have advocates. 
Steve Dagostino, who was a Divi¬ 
sion II first-team All-American 
at The College of Saint Rose in 
Albany, N.Y., and now works with 
high school, college and NBA 
players as a shooting and devel¬ 
opment coach, thinks the gim¬ 
mick defense might be effective 
in late-game situations. 

“What we saw in the NBA Fi¬ 
nals was interesting because the 
gimmick defenses Nurse ran 
served two purposes,” Dagostino 
said. “First, it surprised them 
and changed the rhythm of the 
Warriors. Secondly, it allowed the 
Raptors to effectively choose who 
shot the ball for the Warriors. By 
playing these defenses they left 
open certain shooters.” 

During that stretch where 
the Raptors had Fred VanVleet 
guarding Curry, plenty of War¬ 
riors — DeMarcus Cousins, Dray- 
mond Green, Quinn Cook among 
them — passed up open shots. 
The Warriors wound up winning 
the game, but the gimmick de¬ 
fense that Curry famously called 
“janky” after the game had left 


its mark. 

“Moving forward, I wouldn’t be 
surprised if more teams use these 
gimmick defenses in late-game 
situations or the playoffs,” Dagos¬ 
tino said. “The added pressure 
seems to benefit this style.” 

New Orleans guard Jrue 
Holiday said trying something 
gimmicky makes sense in the 
playoffs, simply because teams 
are solely focused on that op¬ 
ponent and have a better feel on 
what will work. 

Before Nurse drew up the box- 
and-one on the fly during a late 
timeout in Game 2 of the title se¬ 
ries, Curry hadn’t seen one used 
against him since his college days 
at Davidson. 

“It was obviously innovative 
and unexpected in terms of de¬ 
fense,” Curry said. 

Maybe the shock value alone 
could make it a valuable tool for 
coaches going forward, even in 
short stints. The value of a gim¬ 
mick might be making the oppo¬ 
nent think about what could be 
coming next. 

“When one player makes a 
team tick, makes everything hap¬ 
pen, you use a box-and-one to 
take the team out of rhythm or 
simply make someone else beat 
you,” Huerter said. “Players in 
the NBA for the most part are too 
good to do that.” 
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Week 08 DEADLINE 

12 Noon US Central Time, Every Thursday 

Log in every week during the 2019 NFL Season and make your picks for the winners of the upcoming NFL games. 
Earn points for every winning team you pick and at the end of the season, you may find yourself the winner.* 


There is no cost to participate, but you must register to play. Rules and restrictions apply. See official rules of play on nf1.stripes.com. 
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Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
W L 

Boston 0 0 

Brooklyn 0 0 

New York 0 0 

Philadelphia 0 0 

Toronto 0 0 


Atlanta 

Charlotte 

Miami 

Orlando 

Washington 


Southeast Division 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

Centrai Division 


Chicago 0 0 

Cleveland 0 0 

Detroit 0 0 

Indiana 0 0 

Milwaukee 0 0 


Pet 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 

.000 


GB 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 

W L Pet GB 

Dallas 0 0 .000 - 

Houston 0 0 .000 - 

Memphis 0 0 .000 - 

New Orleans 0 0 .000 - 

San Antonio 0 0 .000 - 

Northwest Division 

Denver 0 0 .000 - 

Minnesota 0 0 .000 - 

Oklahoma City 0 0 .000 - 

Portland 0 0 .000 - 

Utah 0 0 .000 - 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 0 0 .000 - 

L.A. Clippers 0 0 .000 - 

L.A. Lakers 0 0 .000 - 

Phoenix 0 0 .000 - 

Sacramento 0 0 .000 - 

Tuesday’s games 
New Orleans at Toronto 
L.A. Lakers at L.A. Clippers 
Wednesday’s games 
Chicago at Charlotte 
Cleveland at Orlando 
Detroit at Indiana 
Boston at Philadelphia 
Memphis at Miami 
Minnesota at Brooklyn 
New York at San Antonio 
Washington at Dallas 
Oklahoma City at Utah 
Denver at Portland 
Sacramento at Phoenix 

Thursday’s games 
Atlanta at Detroit 
Milwaukee at Houston 
L.A. Clippers at Golden State 
Friday’s games 
Minnesota at Charlotte 
Toronto at Boston 
New York at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Memphis 
Dallas at New Orleans 
Washington at Oklahoma City 
Phoenix at Denver 
Portland at Sacramento 
Utah at L.A. Lakers 

Saturday’s games 
Miami at Milwaukee 
Philadelphia at Detroit 
Orlando at Atlanta 
Boston at New York 
Indiana at Cleveland 
Toronto at Chicago 
New Orleans at Houston 
Washington at San Antonio 
Sacramento at Utah 
L.A. Clippers at Phoenix 

Calendar 

Jan. 5,2020 — 10-day contracts can be 

Jan. 10 — All contracts guaranteed for 
rest of season. 

Feb. 6 - Trade deadline (3 p.m. EST) 
Feb. 14-16 — All-Star weekend, Chi¬ 
cago. 

Aprii 15 — Regular season ends. 

Aprii 18 — Playoffs begin. 

May 19 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 21-24 — Draft combine, Chicago. 
June 4 — NBA Finals begin. 

June 25 - NBA Draft. 


100 no longer the magic number 

Reaching triple figures used to be enough to win, but not anymore 


The Clippers’ Kawhi Leonard has a clear path to the basket against Dallas during a preseason game. The 
scoring boom that went on last year isn’t likely to be a one-year thing. 


By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 

MIAMI 
etting to 100 points in 
the NBA used to almost 
certainly guarantee 
victory. 

These days, it’s the baseline for 
even having a chance. 

NBA teams that scored 100 or 
more points lost more often last 
season than at any time in nearly 
35 years — simply a byproduct of 
the offensive explosion across the 
league a year ago, and the con¬ 
tinuation of a trend that probably 
won’t be changing anytime soon. 

Scoring 100 or more only led to 
wins 58% of the time in 2018-19, 
according to a statistical analysis 
by The Associated Press. That 
was down from 62% the year be¬ 
fore, 70% in 2014-15 and 75% in 
2011 - 12 . 

“I think you have to evolve 
your thinking, your approach,” 
Phoenix coach Monty Williams 
said. “My rookie year we played 
a game against Cleveland and the 
game was in the 70s and that was 
deemed a really good defensive 
hard-nosed game. The climate 
has changed and you have to 
change with it.” 

The hard-nosed defensive 
game Williams speaks of — at 
least in the sense of what used to 
be considered that sort of game 
— no longer exists. 

Minnesota scored 140 points 
in a non-overtime game against 
Golden State on Jan. 16 and lost, 
becoming the first team in 27 
years to score that many in a 
regulation contest and not win. 
The lowest winning score in the 
league last year was 89, by Mem¬ 
phis against Denver. 

Last season, there were an 
NBA-record 845 instances of a 
team scoring 100 or more points 
in a loss. Teams that didn’t score 
100 points went 64-385. 

“All the rules in today’s NBA 
favor offense,” Denver coach Mi¬ 
chael Malone said. “It’s becoming 
harder and harder to guard teams 
and individuals. But the bottom 
line is if you want to be a cham¬ 
pionship-caliber team you have 
to be able to defend and defend at 


a high level. The Toronto Raptors 
won the championship last year 

— I think they were fifth in defen¬ 
sive efficiency. You have to find 
a way. You have to get players to 
buy in and commit.” 

There were only 64 instances 
last season out of 1,230 regular- 
season games where the winning 
score was below 100. 

Teams won 14% of the time 
when being held to 99 or less 

— compared with how they would 
win 35% of the time seven years 

By the numbers 


ago. Some teams last season 
simply couldn’t win unless they 
scored 100: Philadelphia was 0-7 
when held to 99 or less, Golden 
State and New Orleans were both 
0-8, Boston and the Los Angeles 
Clippers were 0-9, the Los Ange¬ 
les Lakers and Atlanta were 1-10, 
San Antonio, Brooklyn and Dallas 
were 1-12, Minnesota and Char¬ 
lotte were 1-13, Phoenix was 1-22 
and New York was 1-28. 

Memphis was perhaps the 
“best” team at winning when 


scoring less than 100 — the Griz¬ 
zlies were 9-28 in those games. 

“The pace of the game and the 
level of skill, everything has gone 
up,” Dallas coach Rick Carlisle 
said. “You’re looking at it with re¬ 
spect to how much you score. The 
inverse side of that is what you 
can do to limit the opponent. And 
that’s a big part of it. The more 
you limit the opponent and get 
stops, the greater your chances 
will be offensively.” 

The scoring boom that went on 
last year — fueled by a seventh 
consecutive year of record-setting 
three-point numbers, faster pace 
leading to more possessions and 
the NBA’s crackdown to ensure 
proper freedom of movement on 
the offensive end — isn’t likely to 
be a one-year thing. A year ago, 20 
teams averaged at least 110 points 
per game. The year before that, 
only six averaged that much. 

Consider: Just seven years ago, 
teams averaged 96 points per 
game. Last year, it was a smidge 
over 111 — the highest number 
the NBA had seen in nearly 50 
years. 

“This is crazy,” Heat coach 
Erik Spoelstra said. “This game 
is changing. You’ve got to adapt 
to it.” 


58 

The percentage 
of times scoring 
100 or more 
led to a victory 
in the NBA last 
season, down 
from 75% 
in 2011-12. 


Source: AP 


64 

The number of 
games won by 
teams that didn’t 
score 100 points 
last season. 
Teams that didn’t 
score 100 lost 
385 times. 


845 

Games a team 
scored 100 or 
more points last 
season and still 
lost. Minnesota 
scored 140 in a 
game last season 
and still lost. 




Darryl Dyck, The Canadian Press/AP 


Recharge In More Ways Than One 

THE ALL-NEW LIVEWIRE' 


Get plugged in and reserve the first 
electric motorcycle in H-D history. 





MGS 

MILITARY AUTOSDURCE 


Reserve yours today at militaryautosource.com/hd 
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NHL roundup 

Tarasenko 
helps Blues 
top Avs, end 
4-game skid 

Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS — Vladimir 
Tarasenko had a goal and two as¬ 
sists to help the St. Louis Blues 
beat the Colorado Avalanche 3-1 
Monday night, snapping a four- 
game losing streak. 

Brayden Schenn and David 
Perron also scored for the defend¬ 
ing Stanley Cup champions, who 
came in with their longest skid 
since March 30-April 4, 2018. 
Jordan Binnington finished with 
17 saves as the Blues improved to 
8-1-0 in the past nine home games 
against Colorado. 

“We played for 60 minutes and 
it was a pretty good effort by ev¬ 
erybody,” Tarasenko said. 

Nathan MacKinnon scored 
for Colorado, which was the only 
team in the NHL without a regu¬ 
lation loss and fell to 7-1-1. Philipp 
Grubauer stopped 22 shots. 

MacKinnon has scored at least 
one point in each of Colorado’s first 
nine games, becoming the first 
player in Avalanche history to do 
it in consecutive seasons. He also 
became the fifth player in NHL 
history with a season-opening 
point streak of at least nine games 
in consecutive seasons, joining 
Wayne Gretzky, Charlie Simmer, 
Guy LaUeur and Rod Gilbert. 

Blue Jackets 4, Maple Leafs 3 
(OT): Gustav Nyquist scored on a 
penalty shot 1:57 into overtime for 
visiting Columbus past Toronto. 

Riley Nash, Pierre-Luc Du¬ 
bois and Alexander Wennberg 
scored in regulation for the Blue 
Jackets. 

Auston Matthews had a goal 
and an assist, and Frederik An¬ 
dersen finished with 34 saves for 
Toronto. 

Andersen stopped Dubois on 
a breakaway seconds into over¬ 
time. He then robbed Wennberg, 
before Nyquist was hooked by 
Mitch Marner on another 1-on-l 
chance at the end of a long shift 
for the Maple Leafs. With fans 
inside Scotiabank Arena voicing 
their displeasure, Nyquist moved 
in and beat Andersen under the 
glove for his second goal of the 
season. 

Flyers 6, Golden Knights 2: 

Kevin Hayes, Michael Raffl, Matt 
Niskanen and Oskar Lindblom all 
scored in the second period as 
host Philadelphia snapped a four- 
game losing streak. 

Travis Konecny scored a 
power-play goal just 4:15 into 
the game before the Flyers’ first 
four-goal period since March 15, 
2019 against Toronto. 

Stars 2, Senators 1: Joe Pav- 
elski scored a power-play goal 
midway through the second pe¬ 
riod, and host Dallas won its sec¬ 
ond straight. 

Radek Faksa also scored for 
Dallas, and Anton Khudobin 
made 19 saves for his first win in 
four games this season. 



Frank Gunn, The Canadian Press/AP 


The Blue Jackets’ Alexander Wennberg, standing, left, is 
congratulated by Zach Werenski after scoring the tying goal on 
Maple Leafs goaltender Frederik Andersen on Monday. 

Scoreboard 


GF GA 

34 21 
22 18 
38 35 
34 30 

29 27 
26 31 
19 28 
17 29 

36 31 
32 23 

30 25 
21 20 
22 29 
21 21 
19 31 
17 22 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts 

Buffalo 9 7 1 1 15 

Boston 8 5 1 2 12 

Toronto 10 5 3 2 12 

Montreal 9 4 3 2 10 

Tampa Bay 8 4 3 1 9 

Florida 8 3 2 3 9 

Detroit 8 3 5 0 6 

Ottawa 8 16 13 

Metropoiitan Division 
Washington 10 6 2 2 14 

Pittsburgh 9 6 3 0 12 

Carolina 9 6 3 0 12 

N.Y. Islanders 8 5 3 0 10 

Columbus 9 4 3 2 10 

Philadelphia 7 3 3 1 7 

New Jersey 8 2 4 2 6 

N.Y. Rangers 6 2 4 0 4 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Colorado 9 7 1 1 15 36 24 

St. Louis 9 4 2 3 11 27 30 

Winnipeg 10 5 5 0 10 28 33 

Nashville 8 4 3 1 9 32 31 

Dallas 11 3 7 1 7 23 32 

Chicago 6 2 3 1 5 18 20 

Minnesota 8 2 6 0 4 18 32 

Pacific Division 

Edmonton 9 7 1 1 15 31 21 

Anaheim 9 6 3 0 12 23 16 

Vegas 10 6 4 0 12 34 27 

Calgary 10 5 4 1 11 26 27 

Vancouver 853 0 10 25 17 

Arizona 7 4 2 1 9 21 13 

San Jose 8 3 5 0 6 21 28 

Los Angeles 8 3 5 0 6 24 32 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime ioss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Sunday’s games 
Vancouver 3, N.Y. Rangers 2 
Minnesota 4, Montreai 3 
Washington 5, Chicago 3 
Winnipeg 1, Edmonton 0, SO 
Caigary 2, Anaheim 1 

Monday’s games 
Coiumbus 4, Toronto 3, OT 
Philadelphia 6, Vegas 2 
St. Louis 3, Coiorado 1 
Dallas 2, Ottawa 1 

Tuesday’s games 
Arizona at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Buffaio 
Toronto at Boston 
Pittsburgh at Fiorida 
Vancouver at Detroit 
Los Angeles at Winnipeg 
Edmonton at Minnesota 
Anaheim at Nashviiie 
Vegas at Chicago 
Washington at Caigary 

Wednesday’s games 
Detroit at Ottawa 
Pittsburgh at Tampa Bay 
Thursday’s games 
Buffalo at N.Y. Rangers 
San Jose at Montreal 
Carolina at Columbus 
Arizona at N.Y. Islanders 
Los Angeles at St. Louis 
Minnesota at Nashville 
Philadelphia at Chicago 
Anaheim at Dallas 
Washington at Edmonton 
Florida at Calgary 

Calendar 

Nov. 18 — Hockey Hall of Fame induc¬ 
tion, Toronto. 

Jan. 1, 2020 — Winter Classic, Nash¬ 
ville at Dallas (Cotton Bowl). 

Jan. 26 — All-Star Game, St. Louis. 
April 4 — Regular season ends. 


Monday 

Flyers 6, Golden Knights 2 

Vegas 0 0 2-2 

Philadelphia 1 4 1-6 

First Period— 1, Philadelphia, Konecny 

4 (Gostisbehere, Lindblom), 4:15 (pp). 

Second Period— 2, Philadelphia, Hayes 
2 (Voracek, Laughton), 6:12. 3, Philadel¬ 
phia, Raffl 2 (Vorobyev, Provorov), 6:56.4, 
Philadelphia, Niskanen 2 (Konecny, Cou¬ 
turier), 14:24 (pp). 5, Philadelphia, Lindb¬ 
lom 4 (Raffl, Sanheim), 15:19. 

Third Period— 6 , Vegas, Marchessault 
2 (Karlsson, Stone), 3:15 (pp). 7, Vegas, 
Smith 7 (Merrill, Holden), 13:30. 8, Phila¬ 
delphia, Raffl 3 (Stewart), 15:38. 

Shots on Goal-Vegas 7-18-10-35. 
Philadelphia 15-13-9-37. 

Power-play opportunities— Vegas 1 of 
5; Philadelphia 2 of 5. 

Goalies— Vegas, Dansk 0-1-0 (37 

shots-31 saves). Philadelphia, Elliott 1- 
1-0 (35-33). 

A-16,780 (19,543). T-2:21. 

Blues 3, Avalanche 1 

Colorado 1 0 0-1 

St. Louis 1 2 0-3 

First Period— 1, St. Louis, Schenn 6 
(Tarasenko, Dunn), 10:07 (pp). 2, Colo¬ 
rado, MacKinnon 5 (Makar, Rantanen), 
12:38 (pp). 

Second Period— 3, St. Louis, Perron 

5 (Faulk, Tarasenko), 5:07. 4, St. Louis, 
Tarasenko 3 (Schwartz, Parayko), 15:06. 

Shots on Goal-Colorado 9-1-8-18. St. 
Louis 9-11-5-25. 

Power-play opportunities— Colorado 
lof 5; St. Louis 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Colorado, Grubauer 5-1-1 (25 
shots-22 saves). St. Louis, Binnington 3- 
1-3 (18-17). 

A-18,096 (19,150). T-2:31. 

Blue Jackets 4, 

Maple Leafs 3 (OT) 

Columbus 2 0 1 1-4 

Toronto 2 10 0-3 

First Period— 1, Columbus, Nash 1 
(Foligno), 2:31 (sh). 2, Columbus, Dubois 
4 (Atkinson, Foligno), 5:52. 3, Toronto, 
Kapanen 2 (Muzzin, Marner), 11:25 (sh). 
4, Toronto, Matthews 8 (Johnsson, Muzz¬ 
in), 19:21. 

Second Period— 5, Toronto, Nylander 3 
(Johnsson, Matthews), 19:43. 

Third Period— 6 , Columbus, Wennberg 
2 (Werenski, Jones), 10:09 (pp). 

Overtime— 7, Columbus, Nyquist 2, 
1:57. 

Shots on Goal— Columbus 9-15-10-4— 
38. Toronto 13-12-6-31. 

Power-play opportunities— Columbus 
1 of 5; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies— Columbus, Korpisalo 4-2-1 
(31 shots-28 saves). Toronto, Andersen 
5-2-1 (38-34). 

A-18,898 (18,819). T-2:33. 

Stars 2 , Senators 1 

Ottawa 0 0 1-1 

Dallas 1 1 0-2 

First Period— 1, Dallas, Faksa 2 (Fedun, 
Janmark), 18:58. 

Second Period— 2, Dallas, Pavelski 2 
(Benn, Seguin), 10:44 (pp). 

Third Period— 3, Ottawa, Namestnikov 
4 (Brown, Chabot), 18:47. 

Shots on Goal-Ottawa 10-3-7-20. 
Dallas 17-11-15-43. 

Power-play opportunities— Ottawa 0 
of 2; Dallas 1 of 5. 

Goalies— Ottawa, Nilsson 0-2-1 (43 
shots-41 saves). Dallas, Khudobin 1-3-0 
(20-19). 

A-17,896 (18,532). T-2:25. 


Briefly 

Williamson out 
6-8 weeks after 
operation on knee 


Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Zion Wil¬ 
liamson will miss the start of 
the season after the No. 1 overall 
draft pick by the New Orleans 
Pelicans had right knee surgery, 
sidelining the hyped rookie for 
nearly two months. 

Williamson had his torn right 
lateral meniscus repaired on 
Monday. The club says his recov¬ 
ery will last six to eight weeks. 

The 6-foot-6,285-pound former 
Duke star averaged 23.2 points in 
four preseason games. 

The 19-year-old Williamson 
turned pro after one season in 
college, during which he aver¬ 
aged 22.6 points and was voted to 
the Atlantic Coast Conference’s 
All-Defensive Team. He also av¬ 
eraged 8.9 rebounds, 2.1 steals 
and 1.8 blocked shots. 

He was projected to start im¬ 
mediately at forward for New 
Orleans, alongside guards Lonzo 
Ball and Jrue Holiday, forward 
Brandon Ingram and center Der¬ 
rick Favors. 

Falcons trade receiver 
Sanu to Patriots 

ATLANTA — The Atlanta Fal¬ 
cons traded receiver Mohamed 
Sanu to the New England Patriots 
for a second-round draft pick in 
2020, according to a person with¬ 
in the NFL. 

The person spoke to The As¬ 
sociated Press on the condition 
of anonymity because the teams 
were still completing Tuesday’s 
deal. 

The move signaled the Falcons 
are already looking to the future 
just seven weeks into the season. 
Atlanta (1-6) is mired in a five- 
game losing streak and off to its 
worst start since 2007. 

The 30-year-old Sanu gives 
quarterback Tom Brady another 
target in a dynamic offense that 
leads the league in scoring at 
nearly 32 points a game. 

Sanu has 33 receptions for 313 
yards and one touchdown this sea¬ 
son, his fourth with the Falcons 
after spending his first four years 
with the Cincinnati Bengals. 

He had a career-high 67 
catches for the Falcons in 2017 
and followed up with 66 catches 
for a career-best 838 yards last 
season. 

In Other NFL news: 

■ The Oakland Raiders trad¬ 
ed 2017 first-round cornerback 
Gareon Conley to the Houston 
Texans on Monday for a 2020 
third-round pick, marking the 
third former first-round pick 
traded away by coach Jon Gruden 
in the past 14 months. 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


Falcons wide receiver Mohamed 
Sanu was traded to the New 
England Patriots for a second- 
round draft pick in 2020. 

The Raiders made the deal a 
day after allowing Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers to throw for 429 yards and 
five touchdowns in a 42-24 vic¬ 
tory for Green Bay and six days 
before Oakland (3-3) takes on the 
Texans (4-3). 

Conley was drafted 24th over¬ 
all out of Ohio State in 2017 but 
played only two games as a rook¬ 
ie. He played 21 of 22 games the 
past two seasons under Gruden 
but never developed into a consis¬ 
tent pass defender. 

Langford out again 
for No. 1 Michigan St 

EAST LANSING, Mich. — 
Michigan State guard Joshua 
Langford has had a setback in 
his return from a foot injury, and 
coach Tom Izzo says the senior 
will be re-evaluated in January. 

Langford played only 13 games 
last season, averaging 15 points. 
Izzo said Tuesday a problem had 
surfaced with the same foot. Izzo 
described the current issue as a 
stress reaction and said Langford 
had missed practice time. 

use RB Stepp out 
up to 5 weeks 

LOS ANGELES — Southern 
California running back Markese 
Stepp needs surgery and could 
miss up to five weeks due to an 
ankle injury suffered against Ari¬ 
zona last weekend. 

Trojans coach Clay Helton said 
Monday that Stepp will need sur¬ 
gery to repair a torn ligament and 
is out at least three weeks. 

Stepp, a redshirt freshman 
from Indianapolis, has rushed for 
307 yards and three touchdowns 
in six games this season. 
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NFL 


Scoreboard 


American Conference 


New England 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 

Indianapolis 

Houston 

Jacksonville 

Tennessee 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 

Cincinnati 

Kansas City 
Oakland 
Denver 
L.A. Chargers 


Pet PF PA 

000 223 48 
833 121 91 
167 63 156 

000 63 211 

667 143 138 
571 185 164 
429 144 148 
429 121 112 

714 214 156 
333 120 154 
333 123 131 
000 114 186 

714 202 150 
500 127 165 
286 112 136 
286 140 141 


National Conference 


Dallas 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Chicago 
Detroit 

San Francisco 
Seattle 

Arizona 


2 5 0 

16 0 

South 


4 3 0 


3 3 


Pet PF PA 

571 190 124 
429 171 186 
286 132 187 
143 90 176 

857 164 147 
667 166 133 
333 173 185 
143 145 223 

857 184 139 
714 192 123 
500 112 105 
417 149 160 

000 156 64 
714 181 176 
571 190 164 
500 161 192 


Thursday’s game 

Kansas City 30, Denver 6 
Sunday’s games 
San Francisco 9, Washington 0 
Green Bay 42, Oakland 24 
Buffalo 31, Miami 21 
Arizona 27, N.Y Giants 21 
L.A. Rams 37, Atlanta 10 
Indianapolis 30, Houston 23 
Minnesota 42, Detroit 30 
Jacksonville 27, Cincinnati 17 
Tennessee 23, L.A. Chargers 20 
Baltimore 30, Seattle 16 
New Orleans 36, Chicago 25 
Dallas 37, Philadelphia 10 
Open: Tampa Bay, Cleveland, Carolina, 
Pittsburgh 

Monday’s game 

New England 33, N.Y Jets 0 
Thursday, Oct. 24 
Washington at Minnesota 
Sunday, Oct. 27 
Arizona at New Orleans 
Tampa Bay at Tennessee 
N.Y Giants at Detroit 
Cincinnati vs L.A. Rams at London 
Denver at Indianapolis 
Philadelphia at Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets at Jacksonville 
Seattle at Atlanta 
L.A. Chargers at Chicago 
Carolina at San Francisco 
Oakland at Houston 
Cleveland at New England 
Green Bay at Kansas City 
Open: Dallas, Baltimore 
Monday, Oct. 28 
Miami at Pittsburgh 

Monday 

Patriots 33, Jets 0 

New England 17 7 2 7-33 

New York 0 0 0 0-0 

First Quarter 

NE—Michel 3 run (Nugent kick), 6:13. 
NE-FG Nugent 34,3:49. 

NE—Dorsett 26 pass from Brady (Nu¬ 
gent kick), :09. 

Second Quarter 

NE—Michel 1 run (Nugent kick), 9:18. 

Third Quarter 
NE-safety, 7:41. 

Fourth Quarter 

NE-Mjchel 1 run (Nugent kick), 12:32. 


NE 


NYJ 


-78,523. 

First downs 
Total Net Yards 323 154 

Rushes-yards 34-74 20-81 

Passing 249 73 

Punt Returns 2-24 3-14 

Kickoff Returns 2-45 3-67 

Interceptions Ret. 4-14 1-3 

Comp-Att-Int 31-45-1 11-32-4 

Sacked-Yards Lost 0-0 1-13 

Punts 7-37.3 5-46.2 

Fumbles-Lost 0-0 3-2 

Penalties-Yards 7-92 8-60 

Time of Possession 38:27 21:33 

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING-New England, Michel 19- 
42, Edelman 3-20, Harris 4-12, Bolden 1- 
2, White 5-0, Stidham 2-(minus 2). New 
York, Bell 15-70, Montgomery 2-9, Powell 
1-3, Darnold 2-(minus 1). 

PASSING-New England, Brady 31-45- 
1-249. New York, Darnold 11-32-4-86. 

RECEIVING-New England, White 7-59, 
Edelman 7-47, Meyers 5-47, Bolden 4-39, 
Dorsett 3-46, Watson 3-18, Tomlinson 1- 
1, Michel l-(mlnus 8). New York, Crowder 
4-26, Thomas 3-42, R.Anderson 1-10, Bell 
1-6, Griffin 1-1, Berrios 1-1. 

MISSED FIELD GOALS-None. 



Adam Huncer/AP 


New England Patriots outside linebacker Elandon Roberts (52) tackles New \brk Jets running back LeVeon Bell during the first half Monday 
night in East Rutherford, NJ. The Patriots defense dominated in a 33-0 victory. 


Pats pound Jets, stay perfect 


By Dennis Waszak Jr. 

Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N. J. — Tom Brady 
set the tone and the New England Patriots’ 
blitz-happy defense took over from there. 

Bill Belichick’s bunch is still unde¬ 
feated after another absolutely dominant 
performance. 

Brady threw a TD pass to Phillip Dorsett, 
Sony Michel ran for three scores and New 
England forced Sam Darnold into five turn¬ 
overs while cruising to a 33-0 victory over the 
New York Jets on Monday night. 

“We were able to make some plays early in 
the game,” Belichick said, “and play pretty 
solid for 60 minutes.” 

The Patriots improved to 7-0 for the third 
time in franchise history, and first since 2015. 
They also swept the two-game season series 
against their AFC East rivals for the fourth 
consecutive year, outscoring the Jets (1-5) 63- 
14 in the two meetings this year. 

The top-ranked Patriots defense was a big 
reason in this one. 

“They’re just playing great football,” Brady 
said. “They cover the rush. They stop the run. 
Make critical plays. It’s awesome to watch.” 

Darnold was the AFC offensive player of the 
week after leading New York to a 24-22 vic¬ 
tory over Dallas on Oct. 14 in his return from 
missing three games with mononucleosis. 

He was miserable against New England, 
finishing ll-for-32 for 86 yards and a 3.6 quar¬ 
terback rating. ESPN had Darnold wear a mi¬ 
crophone during the game, and he was caught 
on the sideline saying, “I’m seeing ghosts.” 



Bill Kostroun/AP 


The Patriots defense made it a night to 
forget for Jets QB Sam Darnold: 86 yards 
with four interceptions and a lost fumble. 

“It was a rough night out there,” Darnold 
said. “And obviously. I’ve got to be better 
and learn from the mistakes, but we will get 
better.” 

Belichick blitzed Darnold often, giv¬ 
ing the second-year quarterback little time 
and forcing him into bad — and often ugly 
— throws. Devin McCourty, Duron Harmon, 
Stephon Gilmore and Terrence Brooks had 
interceptions. 

“I don’t know, man,” a smiling McCourty 
said when asked if there were “ghosts” on 
the field. “We were just locked in tonight as 
a defensive unit. When you get a lot of time 


to prepare for a game, you start going over 
everything over and over again. I think it 
showed for us tonight as a defensive unit.” 

Darnold also lost a fumble on a sack, and 
later knocked an errant snap out of the back of 
the end zone for a safety. 

“Obviously, that was brutal,” Jets coach 
Adam Gase said. “We couldn’t do anything 
right. All three phases, we were bad. It was 
just a bad performance.” 

Brady was 31 of 45 for 249 yards with a TD 
and an interception before leaving with 2:55 
left to chants of “Brady! Brady!” from the Pa¬ 
triots fans who stayed until the end at MetLife 
Stadium. 

Gase said Darnold injured a toe during the 
game, but the doctors wrapped it up and he 
went back in. The coach also acknowledged he 
thought about pulling Darnold and putting in 
backup David Pales, but decided to leave him 
in to try to get some positive momentum. 

It never came, especially since New Eng¬ 
land took control from the start. 

“I didn’t expect that at all,” Gase said. 
“Nothing went right early ancl we couldn’t 
regroup.” 

Michel’s 3-yard touchdown run capped an 
efficient drive by Brady to open the game. The 
Patriots went 16 plays and 78 yards while eat¬ 
ing up 8:47, and converted four third downs 
along the way. The last came on third-and-2 
when Brady pitched it to Michel, who easily 
zipped into the end zone. 

“Our guys were ready to go today,” Belich¬ 
ick said. “We got off to a good start. That was 
a great opening drive. It took up most of the 
first quarter.” 
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Patrick Semansky/AP 


Washington Nationals first baseman Ryan Zimmerman sits in the stands as he participates in a television interview after a workout Friday at Nationals Park in Washington. 
Zimmerman, the team’s first draft pick in 2005, is the only player to suit up for the Nationals in each of their 15 seasons. 


Series first-timer Zimmerman with Nationals from their arrival in Washington 


By Howard Fendrich 

Associated Press 

B ottle of beer in hand, Ryan Zimmer¬ 
man stood alone in the Nationals 
Park home clubhouse for a few mo¬ 
ments, taking in the scene while his 
teammates celebrated reaching Washington’s 
first World Series since 1933. 

Eventually, someone threw an arm around 
the 35-year-old Zimmerman’s shoulders and 
ushered him back into the fray, where he 
joined others in chugging alcohol out of the NL 
Championship Series trophy after completing 
a four-game sweep of the St. Louis Cardinals. 
Only fitting that the long-time “face of the fran¬ 
chise” would be right in the middle of things 
for the club’s biggest moment since it arrived 
in the nation’s capital from Montreal. 

“I’ve seen him tear up a couple times al¬ 
ready. Just getting past the first round, and 
now that we’re on to the World Series,” short¬ 
stop Trea Turner said amid the frivolity, talk¬ 
ing about the first guy ever drafted by the 
Nationals in 2005 and the only player to wear 
their uniform in every one of their 15 seasons 
(even once when the word across the chest 
read “Natinals”). 

“He’s put his heart and soul into this organi¬ 
zation,” Turner said. “He sacrificed a lot. And 
he’s given this organization a lot. For me, that 
speaks a lot about him and his family. I can’t 
say enough nice things about him, because 
he’s a good person and a great ballplayer. I 
love watching him bat in this order and drive 
in runs for us and be a part of this run.” 

When the Fall Classic begins, expect Zim¬ 
merman to be in Washington’s starting lineup. 


Me, the fans, 
the community 
— weVe kind of 
grown up together. 

I was 20 years old 
when I got here. 

We were not very 
good. And the 
fans ... we went 
through those 
things together. ’ 

Ryan Zimmerman 

Nationals first baseman, 
who grew up in Virginia and 
played college baseball at the 
University of Virginia 


hitting sixth or so in the batting order and 
manning first base. On the long path to get 
there, he’s set Expos-Nationals franchise ca¬ 
reer records for hits, doubles, total bases, hom¬ 
ers and RBIs. He’s also been around for every 
high and every low. 

“Me, the fans, the community — we’ve kind 
of grown up together. I was 20 years old when 
I got here,” said Zimmerman, who grew up 
not too far away in Virginia and played college 
baseball at the University of Virginia. “We 
were not very good. And the fans ... we went 
through those things together.” 

It’s true. He’s been through all of it. 

The ex-Expos’ earliest days in dilapidated 
RFK Stadium. The game-ending homer he 
hit in the first game played at the Nationals’ 
gleaming new stadium in 2008, one of his 11 
career walk-off shots, tied for the second-most 
in NL history, one behind Stan Musial’s mark. 

The consecutive 100-loss seasons in 2008 
and ’09. The surprising surge to an NL East 
title in 2012. The collapse in Game 5 of that 
year’s NL Division Series against the Cardi¬ 
nals. NLDS exits in 2014, 2016 and 2017. 

“Sometimes,” said Zimmerman, who’s been 
texting with former Nationals teammates late¬ 
ly, “you’ve got to wait for good things.” 

So here he is, in what might be the last hur¬ 
rah: The Nats hold an $18 million option for 
2020, a lot of money for a player whose injuries 
limited him to 52 games and a .257 average 
with six homers and 27 RBIs this season. 

The righty-batting Zimmerman, who says he 
plans to continue playing beyond this year, has 
stepped to the fore in these playoffs, batting 
.290 with a homer and five RBIs, along with his 
usual stellar defense at first, to earn six con¬ 


secutive starts, even against right-handers. 

“He’s the classiest big leaguer I’ve ever been 
around. He’s the culmination of a lot of hard 
work. The guy’s been through some trials and 
tribulations. We all forget about the first six, 
seven years, when he played 160 games every 
year. I saw needles in his shoulder, I saw him 
play when he probably shouldn’t have played 
earlier in his career,” Nationals general man¬ 
ager Mike Rizzo said. “That’s the kind of man 
he is and the kind of player he is. You see when 
he’s a healthy player, he’s a pretty damn good 
one still.” 

For a time, 2012 Rookie of the Year and 
2015 MVP Bryce Harper supplanted Zimmer¬ 
man as the player most associated with the 
Nationals. 

Which one is still in town? 

Zimmerman gets to relish what’s been ac¬ 
complished while the club has won 16 of its 
past 18 games. 

And he gets to think about what it’s like to 
finally be this close to a championship. 

“You hug him — I hugged him after all these 
wins — and you can just tell it’s a genuine hug,” 
outfielder Adam Eaton said as the celebration 
raged on after the Nats won the NLCS. “This 
is for him. He’s been here from the beginning, 
the face of this organization for however many 
years. He’s always wanted to bring a champi¬ 
onship. He’s worked his rear end off to do it. 
And to now have an opportunity to do it, I can 
only imagine how he’ll sleep tonight. ... Good 
things happen to good people. We’re going to 
continue to play for him and hopefully contin¬ 
ue to make him happy.” 
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Game 1 

Tuesday 
at Houston 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Wednesday 
GET; 9 a.m. JKT 


Game 2 

Wednesday 
at Houston 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Thursday GET; 
9 a.m. JKT 


Game 3 

Friday 

at Washington 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Saturday GET; 
9 a.m. JKT 


Game 4 

Saturday 
at Washin^on 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Sunday GET; 9 
a.m. JKT 


Game 5 

if necessary 
Sunday 
at Washington 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Monday GET; 
9 a.m. JKT 


Game 6 

if necessary 
Tuesday, Oct. 29 
at Houston 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Wednesday 
GET; 9 a.m. JKT 


Game 7 

if necessary 
Wednesday, Oct. 30 
at Houston 
AFN-Sports 
2 a.m Thursday GET; 
9 a.m. JKT 



Chris O’Meara/AP 

Houston Astros relief pitcher Joe Smith has made 782 regular-season appearances, the most for an active pitcher without a Series game. 


Long: Astros’ Brantley, Smith enjoying hard-earned Series together 


FROM BACK PAGE 

in his eighth postseason appear¬ 
ance over 14 m^or league sea¬ 
sons, this being his third team to 
reach the playoffs. 

“This is a dream come true,” 
said Kendrick, who has 43 post¬ 
season games to his credit. “Been 
in the playoffs many times, and 
this is truly special.” 

Same goes for first baseman 
Ryan Zimmerman, the first guy 
ever drafted by the Nationals in 
2005 and the only player to wear 
their uniform in each of their 15 
seasons. 

“This has obviously been an 
unbelievable ride, and I’m just 
trying to soak it all in,” said Zim¬ 
merman, 35. 

There also is Game 2 starter 
Stephen Strasburg, the right¬ 
hander who was Washington’s 
first pick in the 2009 draft, and 
made his big league debut the 
next season. 

Like Smith, Nationals infielder 
Asdrubal Cabrera is in his 13th 
season with his sixth team be¬ 
fore getting to the World Series. 
Cabrera rejoined Washington in 
early August after being released 
by Texas. 


Four-time All-Star outfielder 
Michael Brantley signed a two- 
year deal with Houston last 
offseason after 10 seasons in 
Cleveland. He didn’t get to play 
in the 2016 World Series with the 
Indians because of a right shoul¬ 
der injury that limited him to 11 
games that season. 

“This is not guaranteed to any¬ 
body,” Brantley said Monday. “I 
didn’t get to play in the last one. 
... I’m just going to enjoy the ex¬ 
perience. I don’t take for granted 
how hard it is to get here, so I just 
really want to enjoy the moment 
and stay in the moment.” 

One of the first people Brantley 
called after signing with Houston 
was Smith, his teammate twice in 
Cleveland — from 2009-13 and 
after a trade to the back to the 
Indians midway through the 2017 
season 

“I’m beyond happy for him,” 
said Brantley, one of the first 
to find out about Smith’s Achil¬ 
les injury. “I just told him make 
sure he works hard to get back 
because I want to play with you 
again, and he promised he would. 
... A big weapon in our bullpen, 
he’s a great teammate and a great 
friend for me for a long time.” 



Julio Cortez/AP 

The Nationals' Howie Kendrick has been to the playoffs eight times 
in 14 seasons, but this is his first World Series. 


Verlander, Greinke 
in Games 2 and 3 

Justin Verlander will start 
Game 2 of the World Series for the 
Houston Astros against the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals on Wednesday. 

Zack Greinke will start for the 
Astros on Friday when the Series 
resumes at Nationals Park. 

“Greinke gets to hit. That’s 
going to be fun for him,” Astros 
manager AJ Hinch said Monday. 

Greinke has a .225 batting av¬ 
erage with nine homers, includ¬ 
ing three this season for Arizona 
before he was traded to Houston 
on July 31. 

Houston plans a bullpen game 
for Game 4 on Saturday. 

The Nationals will counter with 
Stephen Strasburg against Ver¬ 
lander in Game 2. Washington 
manager Dave Martinez has not 
indicated the order in which he 
will use starters Patrick Corbin 
and Anibal Sanchez in Games 3 
and 4. 

‘Who is this guy?' 

Ryan Zimmerman, the long¬ 
time “face of the franchise” for 
the Nationals, remembers the 
first time he saw the 5-foot-6 
player who has grown into that 
role with the Astros. 

Jose Altuve made his big league 
debut with the Astros on July 20, 
2011, in a home game against the 
Nationals, who they will host in 
Game 1 of the World Series on 
Tuesday night. 

“He was in the hotel, and I re¬ 
member seeing him and you look 
at him and like what everyone 
used to do, ‘Who is this guy?’,” 
Zimmerman said. “I remember 
watching him. He had some good 
at-bats. ... He’s obviously incred¬ 
ible to watch.” 

Altuve went l-for-5 with a 
strikeout in that game eight years 
ago. Houston’s second baseman 
has since become the 2017 Amer¬ 
ican League MVP, and a six-time 
All-Star with three batting titles. 
Altuve was the MVP of the AL 
Championship Series that ended 
Saturday night with his two-run, 
pennant-clinching home run in 
the bottom of the ninth inning 
against the New York Yankees. 

Cole no stranger 
to the Fall Classic 

Before playing in the World Se¬ 
ries, Gerrit Cole attended the Fall 
Classic as a fan in 2001, 2002, 
2012 and 2017. The 2001 matchup 
of Arizona and the New York Yan¬ 
kees went seven games, and the 
Diamondbacks won when Luis 
Gonzalez singled in the ninth in¬ 
ning off Mariano Rivera. 

“That was just a really special 
World Series I think for the whole 
country,” Cole said. “It was prob¬ 
ably the only time most people 
felt some empathy for the Yan¬ 
kees. (after 9/11) And then Gonzo 
just ripped it right out.” 

From wire reports 
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Patriots slam Sam 

Relentless defense picks Darnold 
4 times in rout of Jets » nfl, Page 29 



Houston Astros left fielder Michael Brantley, who signed with the team in the offseason after 10 years with the Indians, is going to the World Series for the first time. Brantley 
missed Cleveland’s run to the Fall Classic in 2016 because of a shoulder injury that limited him to 11 games that year. 



By Stephen Hawkins 
Associated Press 

W hat a relief for Houston Astros pitcher Joe 
Smith that manager AJ Hinch was only jok¬ 
ing about his team’s makeup for the World 
Series. 

“I would bring (him) in my office and pretend like he’s 
not going to make the roster, just to get a reaction from 
him, and he wouldn’t buy it,” Hinch said. 

Smith, 35, has waited 13 seasons, playing for six big 
league teams and overcoming a ruptured left Achilles last 
winter, for the opportunity to pitch this late in October. He 
was left off the postseason roster three years ago by the 
Chicago Cubs, the only other team he has been with that 


■ Zimmerman has been there from start, Page 30 

■ Astros announce starters for Games 2 & 3, Page 31 




pitcher without a World Series game, isn’t the only player 
for the Astros and Washington Nationals that has waited 
a long, long time before finally making it this far. 

Zack Greinke, Houston’s big trade-deadline acquisi¬ 
tion this season, is scheduled to start Game 3. That will 
I come after 16 seasons and 447 regular-season starts, 
I the most by an active starter without a World Series 
r game. 

^ Howie Kendrick, 36, who became MVP of the NL 
I Championship Series, was expected to be Washing- 
f ton’s designated hitter in the opener Tuesday night 
f in Houston. He is finally on a World Series team 


made it to the World Series. 

“I’m proud for him. I’m anxious to 
get him in the game. It will prob¬ 
ably be one of the first games he’s 
nervous,” Hinch said. “He’s hardly 
ever nervous, but I bet he’ll be a tick 
nervous just because of the stage 
and the World Series and the excite¬ 
ment of having to endure all that be¬ 
fore he gets to throw his first pitch in 
the World Series.” 

The right-hander, whose 
782 regular-season 
appearances are the 
most for an active 


iA7y//z^/. 


Asdrubal Cabrera, a World Series 
first-timer in his second go-round 
with Washington, has played for six 
L teams in 13 big league seasons. 

^ Patrick Semansky/AP 


Blues get back on track against Avs 
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